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NEWSLETTER

PRINCIPAL'S MESSAGE

This has been our first full week back onsite with all students and
there certainly is an energetic buzz in the air. Teachers have enjoyed
having quality time to spend with their students. We have achieved a
lot this fortnight with our school environment with the aim of building
school pride and creating a safe and positive learning environment.
Our front entrance way has been landscaped with some beautiful
standard iceberg roses and lavender bushes - positive side to the rain
is that our garden is loving the extra water. We have begun work on
creating a library that will be used to immerse students in literature in
a warm and comfortable library environment.
I have included in this newsletter the communication that was sent to the community yesterday
regarding our procedures for covid prevention and management of a confirmed case. I will
remind you all again that we have an extensive Covid Safety Plan that is available to any
interested parents and at all times take every measure to make our school a safe place to work
and learn. Please be reassured that my number one goal at all times is to keep our whole
community safe including students, staff and families.
I hope you have all enjoyed getting back into a school routine and enjoying time at home child
free, I am sure it must feel very strange after doing remote learning for so much of the year.
Wishing you all a happy and safe weekend - Andrea
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RETURNING TO SCHOOL
AFTER LOCKDOWNS
Although the majority of our students have had no
difficulties adjusting to being back at school, we recognise
that it’s not an easy time for all families.
Starting back at school can be tiring, especially for younger
children. Adjusting to school routines takes time. Here are
some practical things that families can do to support
students, taken from the Department of Human Services
Raising Children website
Make sure your child gets plenty of healthy food,
physical activity and sleep.
Make time for doing something special with your child
in the afternoon or evening. It could be something that
you enjoyed during lockdown, like going for a walk
after work. Or it could be a pre-lockdown ritual, like a
cuddle and book before bed.
Keep your family routines predictable, and make time for family activities. For
example, try to make time for family meals as often as possible, or have family games
or movie nights on the weekend.
If your child is ready and has enough energy, get them back into some of their usual
extracurricular activities.
Try to stop what you’re doing and listen when your child wants to talk about school.
Be patient if your child wants to tell you all the details.
Please contact your classroom teacher if you have any concerns or questions.

PHONES AT SCHOOL
Please remember that if your child needs to bring a phone to school they must be
taken to the office before school starts so they can be locked away during the day.
This prevents phones from being lost, broken or stolen and it also prevents students
from sending messages and accessing social media or games while at school. If your
child needs to contact you during school hours you need to discuss this with your
student’s teacher.
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STUDENT ENGAGEMENT AND WELLBEING
At this time of returning to school there has been a strong emphasis on supporting
student wellbeing. Our most basic needs are for physical survival. Once these needs
are met we are motivated to achieve the next level.

1. Physiological needs - these are biological requirements for human survival, e.g. air, food,
drink, shelter, clothing, warmth, sleep.
If these needs are not satisfied the human body cannot function optimally.
In partnership with parents to support this at Ardeer South we provide a Breakfast Club for
students
2. Safety needs - once an individual’s physiological needs are satisfied, the needs for security
and safety become important. People want to experience order, predictability and control in
their lives. These needs can be fulfilled by the family and society (e.g. police, schools, business
and medical care).
To support this at ASPS we have clearly communicated routines for all aspects of the school
day. All teachers provide a consistent response to students.
3. Love and belongingness needs - after physiological and safety needs have been fulfilled, the
third level of human needs is social and involves feelings of belongingness. Belongingness,
refers to a human emotional need for interpersonal relationships, affiliating, connectedness,
and being part of a group.
At Ardeer South we nurture a sense of belongingness including teaching Social Emotional
Learning programs that nurture friendship, trust, and acceptance. We promote inclusiveness
and diversity.
4. Esteem needs are the fourth level in Maslow’s hierarchy and include self-worth,
accomplishment and respect. We strive to build self esteem in our students promoting school
wide positive behaviour.
5. Self-actualization needs are the highest level in Maslow's hierarchy, and refer to the
realization of a person's potential, self-fulfillment, seeking personal growth and peak
experiences.
This is the level we will aspire to ensuring that students have the factors in place to
accomplish everything that they can, and to become the most of what they can be.
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CANTEEN NEWS
The canteen
November.

will

be

closed

on

Monday

15th

Friday 19th November Special $5 Lunch - a flyer will
go home with students on Monday.
YOUR CHOICE:
Hot Dog
3 x Dim Sims
4 x Chicken Nuggets

PLUS CHOICE:
Juice
Water
Chill
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PLUS:
1 Zooper Dooper
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PLUS:
Special Surprise

CURRICULUM NEWS
OLIVIA SINCLAIR-THOMSON - LEARNING SPECIALIST / CURRICULUM LEADER

This Term at ASPS we are focusing on improving our student’s writing.
Writing is a fundamental part of human communication. It is how we
express our thoughts and ideas and how we clarify our thinking.
When adults write they go through a process, and we teach our students
to use the same process.

ARMS AND CUPS
This Term we are focusing on Revising
and Editing. This is a step that is often
rushed through by students but close
attention at this point has been shown
to improve students' writing.
In Grade 5/6 we are using ARMS and
CUPS as a way to help students
remember what is required at this
point.
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STUDENT’S COMMENTS ON HOW ARMS
AND CUPS HELPS THEM
“I think it’s very helpful because when I am writing it forces
me to look at the mistakes I have made. Sometimes I don’t
realise I make spelling mistakes, or that my sentences don’t
make sense. It gives me a chance to read over it properly. I
can also use the examples to help me change my words to
make my writing sound more convincing and interesting.”
Zahra F 5/6C

“It helps me because when I need to edit my work I can look
back and use the examples to make my writing sound better.
I can change my words so it sounds more interesting and
improve my structure. I forget to put capital letters in so it
helps me make sure I do that better.”
Ahmed A-I 5/6C
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FOUNDATION NEWS
The students in Foundation have been focused and working
hard in the area of Writing. Students have tried to remember to
use capital letters at the beginning of their sentence and a full
stop at the end of the sentence. Many students are now leaving
spaces between their words and some students are even
presenting work with more than one sentence written. Well
done to all of the students in Foundation for working extra hard
this past fortnight.
Svetlana & Emily
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GRADE 1/2 NEWS

It has been a very busy week in the 1/2 space. This week students began planning their own
narrative writing piece. It was fantastic to see students interact with texts and identify the
orientation, complication and resolution. We are so excited to create our own narratives and
share our published writing with you all.
In writing, students learnt how to retell. It has been fantastic to develop our skills and work
with partners. We looked at a range of stories and learnt strategies such as the five finger
retell strategy and using pictures to retell important parts of the story.
In maths, we were mathematicians as we began our unit on multiplication. Students did a
fantastic job using a range of strategies such as repeated addition, skip counting, making
groups and creating arrays. Students developed their reasoning and were communicators by
explaining their thinking.
We are so excited to share all the upcoming work and learning experiences over the next
week. David, Holly and Elise

GRADE 3/4 NEWS
The 3/4 students had a fantastic time designing and building a city as a part of our 3D
objects unit! They were challenged with creating a building that was strong enough to
withstand the elements (Miss Yarni acting as a tornado and an earthquake). The students
built such strong and creative buildings. One group’s building could actually hold up 5
thousand MAB blocks (weighing between 500g-1kg). It was so fantastic to see the students
working so well together in their small groups. The 3/4 teachers need to say a big thank you
to Dr Loz from SciencePlay Kids, who supplied us with the fantastic resources. To say we had
fun is an understatement. We put together all of the buildings and made a huge city, it took
up all the desks in Miss Yarni’s classroom!
Adam, Yarni, Brittney
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GRADE 5/6 NEWS
Our Grade 5/6 students have been enjoying the many benefits of Book
Clubs. These small groups allow students to discuss their ideas about a
range of books and help improve reading comprehension, as well as
valuable speaking and listening skills.
Each student in a Book Club is given a specific role for which they
prepare before meeting with their group. There have already been
some great discussions as students have enjoyed opportunities to hear
different perspectives about some quality texts.
Michael, Maria and Olivia
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PREVENTION AND MANAGEMENT OF COVID19 AT ARDEER SOUTH PRIMARY SCHOOL
As you are aware there are a lot of active covid cases in the community at the moment.
We are taking every precaution to prevent the infection and spread of Covid19 in line
with Departmental guidelines and the Ardeer South Covid Safety Plan. Unfortunately it
is going to be the case that school’s have positive cases and when we are informed of
this there are processes and steps that need to be followed.
On notification of a positive case I immediately contact the Department of Education
Emergency Management team.
Principal’s then have to undertake the following steps:
1. Complete a spreadsheet for the Department of Health (DH) to identify potential
primary close contacts (PCC) and return this to the regional office and DH.
2. Inform the potential primary close contacts with the following script
a. “We have been advised that a confirmed COVID-19 case attended our school,
and you have been identified as a potential primary close contact. You must get
tested as soon as possible then stay at home and wait for contact from the
Department of Health (DH), which may take a few days. DH will advise you on
your quarantine requirements, testing and release dates (this may take some
days). Please note that DH no longer sends clearance emails to PCCs, the
evidence of a negative PCR test at Day 6 or Day 13 (depending on your isolation
period) is sufficient for release. Families and households do not have to isolate.”
3. Inform the school’s OHS Committee and/or Health and Safety Representative about
the actions taken to respond to the confirmed positive COVID-19 case.
4. Inform staff, and community that all students, except those identified as potential
primary close contacts, can return to onsite attendance the next day (the letter to
families is given to principals to send out)

If you receive the communication on Compass of Step 4 you can be
reassured that you have NOT been identified as a primary close contact
and it is safe to be at school.

The Ardeer South Safety Management Plan (Covid Safe Plan) applies to all
Victorian government schools, and outlines some key health, safety and
wellbeing hazards that schools should plan for. It links to the strategies
described in the School Operations Guide and Health and Safety Advice for
on site schooling in the context of Covid19 issued by the Victorian Chief
Health Officer, and the central and regional supports available. A copy of
our Covid Safe Plan is available to any parent on request. The Safety
Management Plan is a prevention approach to Covid19 and in the event of
a suspected or confirmed case the covid management at schools advice
above is followed.
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STUDENT OF THE
WEEK
12 NOVEMBER 2021 // ISSUE 18

Student
Name
Syta K

Charlotte N

Rangeen S

Dinah K

Class

PREP A

Achievement
For demonstrating the school value of effort with her
writing. Syta has worked hard to ensure that she is
sounding out her words and leaving spaces between
her words. Well done Syta.

PREP B

For demonstrating the school value of effort with her
writing about Goldilocks. You have worked so hard.
Fantastic Charlotte!

1/2 A

For demonstrating the school value of effort. Rangeen
made a brilliant attempt creating and describing
characters and settings for her upcoming
writing piece. Well done, Rangeen!

1/2 C

For demonstrating the school value of effort and
creating a fantastic plan for her narrative writing. I
am so impressed with your positive attitude and
amazing work ethic this week. I am so proud of you
Dinah.
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STUDENT OF THE
WEEK
29 NOVEMBER 2021 // ISSUE 17

Student
Name

Class

Zara O

3/4 A

For persisting with investigating fractions, well
done!!

Ziggy S

3/4 B

For writing excellent complex sentences.

Duc V

3/4 C

For showing respect and being a positive role
model to his peers.

Thomas N

5/6 A

For working hard to improve his knowledge of
angles.

Sarah

5/6 B

For following the instructions in leadership
activities and producing quality work.

Razia

5/6 C

For doing a fantastic job working hard during
Maths.

Nadia S
FA

PE

For demonstrating beautiful technique in our
unit on the overarm throw.

Achievement
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ARDEER SOUTH PRIMARY SCHOOL
FOUNDATION CLASS OF 2022
We are excited to finally be able to organise Foundation
transition sessions and orientation.
Further information for parents will be provided to your child at
their first session.
The Parent Information Session on Friday 3rd December will
allow you to ask as many questions as you like however in the
meantime you can contact the office at any time with general
enquiries.
We look forward to meeting you all at the first session!
Andrea and Svetlana

Transition Dates
Session 1 - for students only
Friday 19th Nov - 9:15- 10:30am
Andrea Markham
Principal

Session 2 - for students only
Friday 26th Nov - 9:15- 10:30am
Session 3 - for students & parents
Friday 3rd Dec - 9:15- 10:30am
Parent Information during this session.
Statewide Orientation Day - for students
Tuesday 7th December
9:15 - 10:30am

Svetlana Boja
Foundation
Team Leader
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