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NEWSLETTER 

 

                                     Respect      Responsibility      Effort                

Issue 7 Friday 31st July 2020 

 

Dear Ardeer South Families, 

Considering we are currently experiencing a highly unusual experience 

at the moment, we have had a very smooth start to the school term, 

with the majority of students settling into their Remote Learning 2.0 

quite seamlessly.  

This would not have been possible without the hard work and 

dedication shown by all staff to support all students and families in 

accessing learning materials. I want to take this opportunity to thank all 

of the staff for the way they have conducted themselves and their 

tireless work on communicating with families to ensure that we can 

maintain learning opportunities for our students. 

Teachers are using WebEx to deliver some amazing learning 

opportunities. It’s great that teachers are now providing ‘small group’ 

WebEx sessions to ensure that we can meet the needs of all children 

whilst learning from home.   

The feedback that I have received from staff regarding the online 

learning and teaching is positive, with increased levels of attendance 

and engagement across the school compared to Term 2. 

Thank you to all parents and carers for who have created a supportive 

learning environment at home. We sincerely hope that the combination 

of WebEx, Compass, Showbie, Matific and Wushka are allowing easy 

and consistent access to learning at home. If you have any questions 

or concerns, please contact the teachers through Showbie, Gmail, 

Compass or call the school on 9363 2768. We are more than happy to 

continue working together to support the needs of students and 

families. 

During week 1 and 2 of this term, all staff had been onsite preparing 

and supporting the transition to Remote Learning 2.0. However, from 

this week I have constructed a timetable that provides the opportunity 

for staff to work from home. Below is who is ‘onsite’ each day of the 

week to support those students needing to be onsite. 

 
 

 

 

 

TERM 3 

WebEx Assemblies @ 2.45pm  

Friday, 31st July   

Friday, 7th August 

Friday, 14th August 

Friday, 21st August 

Friday 28th August 

Friday 4th September 

Friday 11th September  

 

End of Term  

Friday 18th September @ 
2.30pm  

WebEx Assembly @ 2pm  
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Monday Leadership - Stuart, Brock, Svetlana, Sallie,  
Teachers - Anthony, Larissa (Prep Team) 
ES Staff - Lucy (in office), Thi, My-Le, Myra, Debbie 

Tuesday Leadership - Brock  
Teachers – Sree, Holly, Sylvana (Grade 1/2 Team) 
ES Staff - Lucy (in office), Myra 

Wednesday Leadership - Svetlana  
Teachers – Morgan, Melissa, Paola (Specialist Team) 
ES Staff – Lucy & Sandy (in office), Debbie 

Thursday Leadership - Sallie  
Teachers – Steven, Ruth, Thomas (Grade 3/4 Team) 
ES Staff - Sandy (in office), My-Le 

Friday Leadership - Stuart  
Teachers – Adam, Marie, Michael (Grade 5/6 Team) 
ES Staff - Sandy (in office), Thi 

 
Although your child’s teacher may not be onsite on the day you wish to make contact, they can still be 

contacted online, or simply call the office and Lucy/Sandy will arrange for your child’s teacher to make 

contact. 

Approximately 8-11 students have been on-site this week to undertake their remote learning at school. 

As the eligibility for on-site supervision is complex, we again thank parents and carers for their 

understanding. Please remember, all students will be learning from home, except for students in the 

following categories: 

✓ children in out-of-home care. 

✓ children deemed by Child Protection and/or Family Services to be at risk of harm. 

✓ children identified by the school as vulnerable (including via referral from a family violence agency, 

homelessness or youth justice service or mental health or other health service and children with a 

disability). 

✓ Children on days when they are not able to be supervised at home and no other arrangements can 

be made because their parents or carers are at work. 

If you match one of the above categories and require on-site provision for the purpose of providing 

continuity of teaching, learning and support, please contact the school or refer to the form provided 

each week in Compass.   

Please remember, our staff are doing long exhausting days in front of computers – after 4pm each day 

they will be stepping away from devices and focusing on exercise and mental health. We appreciate 

your understanding on this.  

In line with advice from the Victorian Chief Health Officer, all school-based staff are currently wearing 

face coverings and maintaining social distancing with all students and staff. Teachers and Education 

Support Staff will not be required to wear face coverings while teaching/supervising, but those who 

wish to do so, can. Please also note that parents/carers will be required to wear face coverings and 
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socially distance themselves whenever they leave the house, including for school drop off and pick up. 

Masks must be worn by anyone over the age of 12 on school grounds.  If you are arranging an 

appointment to visit the school – please ensure a mask is worn at all times. Together, we can make a 

difference! 

Even though students are learning remotely, their online attendance and online learning is still 

essential. 

Why is attendance of WebEx lessons important? 

✓ Teachers are recording your child’s attendance 

✓ It supports your child’s learning.  

✓ It supports your child’s wellbeing and friendships. 

✓ Your child will feel more connected to our school and to 

their classmates and friends. 

✓ Your child can receive specific support from their teacher. 

What happens when a student misses their WebEx meeting? 

✓ They do not know how to complete the work set. 

✓ They feel left out in lessons and get behind. 

✓ They can lose their sense of belonging and lose connections with their teacher and friends. 

✓ They can become anxious and find it increasingly difficult to complete their learning. 

What can we do to improve your child’s attendance at WebEx meetings? 

✓ Ensure your child has a regular bed time. 

✓ Record TV programs to watch the next day. 

✓ Give them their own alarm clock. 

✓ Have them get their resources/clothes ready the night before. 

✓ Have a quiet time before bed, turn off the TV and all devices! 

We understand the many challenges associated with remote learning and as always, invite your 

thoughts and feedback over the coming weeks. Through our positive collaboration, we can work 

together to ensure the best outcomes for our students; which is even more paramount during this 

extraordinary period. 

I will continue to keep you updated with the latest news from the Department of Education as it comes 

through. 
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I would like to remind families that we are holding WebEx assemblies every Friday at 2:45pm.  Please 

encourage your children to join these sessions – it would also be great if parents joined these sessions 

with their children to remain up-to-date with school news. If you have not got the appropriate login 

details, please contact the school so we can get you connected. 

A reminder to all families that Before and After School Care is currently unavailable until further notice. 

In addition to this, our school canteen remains closed.   

Before I conclude my newsletter article for this fortnight, I want to inform the community that the works 

being done on the school to increase mobility access have been signed off this week. It is great to see 

these works now complete. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

As a result of Remote Learning 2.0, the school review will be postponed until further notice. However, 
as we have already begun collating the necessary documentation, we will still continue to collate 
thoughts and data from our community.  It is important that we get parent voices into this school review 
process. Where possible, it would be great to see our parents completing the survey that will be 
available next week. 
 
Prep enrolments for 2021 are now open. If you know of anyone with a little person then please direct 
them to contact the school for an enrolment pack. Children must celebrate their 5th (fifth) birthday by 
30th April 2021 to be eligible for school. Parents are required to supply the following information when 
enrolling: 
• Proof of residence  
• Proof of age (birth certificate or passport) 
• Immunisation certificate 
We are also welcoming new enrolments for all year levels. If you know of someone thinking about 
coming to Ardeer South, then please let them know what a great school we have here! 
Unfortunately, we are not able to provide a tour of the school at the moment; however, we are hoping 
that this restriction is lifted next term and we can show future families around our beautiful school. 
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Our school values are important to us. Remember to show Respect, Be 
Responsible and always put in Effort. 
 
Education is Powerful, Student Voice Matters, Teachers Make a Difference, 

Every Day of Remote Learning Counts.  We’re all in this together.   

Please stay safe! 

     Stuart Telford 

     Principal 
 
Ardeer South Primary School is committed to child safety. We want children to be safe, happy and 

empowered.  

 
Hello Ardeer South community, 
 
On behalf of the entire teaching staff, I want to take a moment to thank our families for the outstanding support that 
we have received over the past few weeks. Our teachers have worked incredibly hard over the past fortnight to 
contact each family. Our goal from the start of this process has been simple – to do whatever we can to provide 
every student at Ardeer South Primary with the best possible opportunity to access the education experience that 
they deserve. I am pleased to report that we have had tremendous success so far doing this, and this simply would 
not have been possible without your support. 
 
As a leadership team, we have been working closely with our teachers to develop new strategies to engage students 
remotely. Though we all know that the best place for our students to learn is in the classroom, I am proud of the 
efforts every staff member has made to adjust their teaching approach to fit these unusual times. This has been 
supported through various training initiatives, including work with our 21st-century technology consultant that has 
helped our staff and students to embrace some innovative new ideas. I’d encourage you to jump on to your child’s 
Showbie account to have a look at some of the exciting things that are happening in our virtual classrooms. 
 
In the coming weeks, we are going to continue to improve the work we are doing by looking closely at our small 
group work and assessment. You may have already seen this begin with your child, through platforms such as WebEx 
and Essential Assessment. On the assessment front, please note that we are not looking to do lengthy tests to write 
reports for the students. In these unusual circumstances, we primarily want to use our online tests to help our 
teachers understand what to focus on in their online lessons. With this in mind, please make sure you only help the 
children to log in and get set up – they must answer the questions by themselves, without help. This will give their 
teachers a clear understanding of what to next work on with your 
child. 
 
If you have any concerns about your child’s work in the remote 
learning period, please contact your classroom teacher. We have 
made a strong commitment to ensure that there is an ongoing 
dialogue between staff and families as we know this will help us build 
a strong partnership to get through these challenging times in the best 
way possible.  
 
Thank you all again for an outstanding start to a difficult time. 
 
Brock Wilson 

Assistant Principal 
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Prep A 

We have been enjoying the story of The Very Hungry 
Caterpillar by Eric Carle. 
In Science, we are learning about lifecycles and we know that a 
caterpillar begins life inside a tiny egg that hatches. 
  
Jordan used Showbie to show Miss E his amazing work.  He 
knows what happened in the beginning, middle and end of the 
story and he also drew all of the food that the very hungry 
caterpillar ate. 

 

 

 

 

 

Wow! What a start to remote learning!   
 
The 1/2 cohort has had a huge first two weeks – between conferencing, whole group video calls and small groups 
the students have adjusted to the strange new routine fantastically.   
The engagement, smiles and participation in the past 2 weeks have been something every child and parent should be 
proud of.   
With the introduction of Persuasive Writing in 1/2, students have been reading a range of persuasive texts about 
strange crayons feeling upset and children who want pet iguanas. In writing students have been persuading their 
parents to allow them dessert – and debating their opinions on and offline. We certainly have a persuasive cohort of 
students.   
Maths has seen the children responding to tricky worded problems and using a range of problem-solving strategies 
from drawings to number lines.   
12B students assisted Miss Dwyer to create an open letter poem to thank their parents for the work they have been 

doing to support their home learning routines -  

 

Dear Mum/Dad/Siblings and Carers, 

Thank you for helping me learn at home, 

For feeding and taking care of me. 

Thank you for taking me to school until the school closed, not just once, but twice. 

For helping me to be smart 

By assisting me with my work 

Even when we both don't understand. 

For helping me with the computer 

So I can see my teacher 

And for becoming a teacher yourself. 

Love, 

12B.  
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During our remote learning, the 3/4 students have begun a unit about Poetry. We have 

looked at Limericks and Shape poems. Below are some examples of the wonderful work 

that the 3/4 students have been submitting onto Showbie.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kaan Guvenbas 3/4B 
Isa Xheka 3/4C 

Mason Todorovski 3/4A 
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5/6B 
From adversity comes opportunity. Not all things with this lockdown are bad. In 5/6B we have used this 
time to upskill in the area of 21st Century Learning. Since the start of term 3, only just over a week ago: 
 

1. We were all able to log onto WebEx meetings on our new school iPads without any 
hiccups in the space of two days.  

2. We established small groups for a number to help with our learning. All of us are 
uploading work and attending 2 meetings a day. 

3. We logged onto Essential Assessments- from accessing the passwords folder on Showbie. 
4. We explored Pages for our reading note taking and added voice notes and videos to these 

documents. 
5. We explored KeyNote to make characters for our autobiographies.  
6. We made our characters talk by using ChatterPix.  
7. We acted out raps and Karaokes for specialists.  
8. We have used the measuring tool on Google Earth to figure out the surface area of the 

runways at Melbourne Airport for inquiry.  
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We are back to remote learning this Semester, and students have been eagerly engaged in Italian 

tasks. Children have also been introduced to Performing Arts. As part of the units for both Drama 

and Italian, P-4 children have been learning about African animals (Animali Africani), during Week 

2, they watched clips from The Lion King (Il Re Leone) in Italian, made leone (lion) puppets from 

the show to use for their Performing Arts task which was to sing "I Just Can't Wait to Be King" for 

Karaoke and use the puppets as part of their performance whilst practising the word Leone. While 

the 5/6 tasks were to choose a topic of their choice and write it in Italian as well as recording 

themselves reading about their topic in Italian. There have been some wonderful efforts and it 

was a great way to get to know the students more. For Performance Arts, 5/6 also did a Karaoke, 

but got to choose their favourite song to sing along with making a Rap song about school.  

For Week 3, P-2 learnt the word Elefante (Elephant), watched a trailer of Dumbo in Italian and 

made Elefante bracelets as we continued with our Italian Alfabeto (alphabet) from last term. For 

drama, they learnt a dance from Hi Five and created Shadow Puppets.  

Grades 3/4 learnt about food in Italian, played an Italian food game and learnt how to say "Mi 

piace", "non mi piace" (I like and I don't like) and record themselves saying the sentences. For 

drama, they had to write a script about having Superpowers and perform it. This drama task was 

also for the grades 5/6, so if children had siblings in those classes they were able to collaborate 

and put on a sibling performance and finally for Italian, the 5/6 had to make a domino game of 

topic of their choice and play it with their families in Italian.  

I have been quite impressed with the work that has been submitted and found many hidden 

talents for Performing Arts!! Well done bambini! Some even made their own version of the Italian 

Tasks!
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Hello Families, 

 
I wanted to say a very big thank you to all of our families who are working extra hard during 

Remote and Flexible Learning for the second time. We have been through it once, so we know 

that we can all get through it again together. 
 

There will be days when your child may have difficulties with logging in to their WebEx session 
or they may be unwell. If this is the case, please ensure that you make contact with the school to 

notify us of the reason for their absence online. 
 

I am pleased to say that most students participate during their WebEx sessions each day. 
 

Below are some handy hints in how you can best support your child at home during this 

challenging time. 
 

Svetlana Boja 
Leading Teacher 

Student Wellbeing 
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Friday 24th & 31st July 2020 

Name Class Award 

Dinah  Prep A Amazing Matific results during home learning. You are so clever Dinah! 

Whole Class Prep B For everyone’s amazing effort on Webex and uploading their work to 
Showbie. Well done Prep B!! 

Dawite   1/2 A For showing an improved mindset during learning time. Fantastic, Dawite! 

Malachi   1/2 B For logging in consistently to whole class, small groups and individual 
conferences ready to learn every day! Proud of you Mal 

Zaroon  1/2 C For showing persistence in his work during remote learning! Well done 
Zaroon 

Humaira  3/4 A For logging onto Webex Meetings and showing me her smiling face. 

Kathy 3/4 B For regularly attending our daily Webex meetings and having a positive 
attitude towards her learning.  

Zoe  3/4 C For always giving her best effort to complete all remote learning tasks. Well 
done Zoe!!! 

Riyan   5/6 A For completing and uploading all of her tasks on Showbie. Well done! 

Whole class 5/6 B For ALL children attending WebEx sessions AND uploading tasks on 
Showbie. GREAT JOB!!! 

Mutaz  5/6B For making your character talk on ChatterPix, well done!! 

Thomas   5/6 C For creating a video about how to make tessellations on Keynote. 

Vlera 1/2A Italian For always being eager to learn and setting a great example to her peers in 
Italian. Brava! 

Liana 5/6B PE For sharing her video of skipping and the overarm throw with me on 
Showbie 

Christine Prep A Working enthusiastically during our WebEx morning meetings. Keep up the 
great work Christine! 

Samar Prep B For persisting through the work this week and always giving 100% Well 
done Samar! 

Ofeina 1/2A For attending the whole class Webex session with enthusiasm and ready to 
give it a go. Keep it up, Ofeina! 

Duv 1/2B For consistently logging in to whole class and small group sessions - and 
always being an amusing, engaging and enthusiastic member of WebEx, 
even if he is the only student to log in! 

Ofeina 1/2C For being persistent and engaging during remote learning. Well done 
Ofeina !! 

Ryan 3/4A For always attending and contributing to Webex Meetings.  

Kaan 3/4B For uploading quality pieces of work onto Showbie and for actively 
participating in our Webex discussions. Keep up the great work! 
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Tyler 3/4C For managing to get onto our whole class webex sessions on a daily basis. 
Great Effort Tyler!!! 

Bella 5/6A For creating wonderful tutorial videos and animations on Keynote. Well 
done! 

Tyrone  5/6B For your outstanding calculations when using the measuring tool on Google 
Earth to figure out the area. Well done on your presentation.  

Sam 5/6C For producing high-quality work across all subjects and helping others in the 
class. Congratulations! 

Liana 5/6B Perfor
ming 
Arts 

For her awesome dramatic performance singing the Karaoke version of 
Ghostbusters and doing the dance moves from the original Music Video. It 
was awesome! 

Samui 5/6A Italian For thinking outside the box and making her own Italian game when she 
only had to do a simple domino game for Italian as Learning task. 
Eccelente! 

Thomas 5/6B PE For great improvising by using his karate belt as a skipping rope to perform 
his jump rope activities 

 

 

 

 

 


