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NEWSLETTER 

 

                                     Respect      Responsibility      Effort                

Issue 12, Friday 30th October 2020 

 Dear Ardeer South Families, 
 
Welcome to the end of Week 
4, Term 4! Congratulations to 
our Richmond Tigers and 
Melbourne Storm Supporters.  
The recent weekend has been 
‘sport overload’ – which I love! 
It is amazing to see how our 
students are immersing 
themselves back in to their 
learning and striving for great 
results.   
We have been able to keep 
students smiling with our 
Book Week and Footy 
Colours dress up days. I’m 
not sure if the kids or staff 
have more fun on these days.   
Congratulations to our community for participating in these days. 
 
 

School Review 

This week we have had two School Review days.  This has provided us 

with the opportunity to assess where we are at as a school, what we are 

doing well and areas to focus on in the future.  Next Thursday we will 

have the final day of our School Review where we are hoping to develop 

goals that will drive the future of the school for the next 4 years.   

I want to thank those parents who were able to join the Review Forum 

this week to answer questions and provide input into their thoughts of the 

school. 

As we construct the future documentation of the school I look forward to 

sharing it with the community. 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

TERM 4 

WebEx Assemblies @ 2.45pm  

Friday October 30th  
Friday November 6th  
Friday November 13th  
Friday November 20th  
Friday November 27th  
Friday December 4th  
Friday December 11th  

PUBLIC HOLIDAYS  

Tuesday 3rd November 
Melbourne Cup  

Other Dates 

Friday 30th October – World 
Teachers Day  

Monday 9th November  
School Council meeting 

Monday 14th December 
School Council dinner 

Last Day Term 4 – Friday 18th 
December, dismissal 1.15pm 
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Important Reminders due to COVID 19 restrictions 

Please note the following important information. 

 If your child is ill or is feeling unwell, they must not attend school. They must remain home 

and seek medical advice. 

 Students need to bring their own water bottle for use at school as students are not to drink 

from the drinking fountains at this time. 

 There remains restrictions on access to the school site for anyone other than immediate 

school staff and students. Until further notice parents cannot come onsite into the school 

yard. 

 

Prep 2021 

Do you have a child starting school next year? If you do, please enrol them as soon as you can so we 

are able to plan for our future classrooms. 

 

Hay Fever and Asthma during the COVID-19 Pandemic 

More than ever before, this year it is important for families to manage any hay fever or asthma 

symptoms, as these conditions produce similar symptoms to the coronavirus; such as a runny nose, 

sneezing, coughing or shortness of breath.  Any students with a history of seasonal hay fever and 

asthma should see their GP for preventative strategies and an up-to-date asthma, allergy or hay fever 

management plan.  Having good control of hay fever or asthma will not only make staff and students 

feel better, it will help to more easily recognise symptoms that may be caused by the coronavirus.  Any 

families with up to date management plans are asked to provide a copy to the office. 

 

Tutors in Schools 

No doubt many of you will have heard the recent announcements regarding the funding of tutors in 

schools for the 2021 school year.  This is to support children after extended periods of remote learning.  

At the moment we are still awaiting further details from the Department of Education on how this will be 

introduced and rolled out, but we are certainly looking forward to the additional funding to support the 

needs of our students.  We will keep you posted as details become available. 

 

School Photos 

It was great that the Department of Education was able to make the recent announcement that we are 

now permitted to have photographers onsite to to school photos!  This is great news! As I am sure that 

there are many families wanting to capture their child photo as a future memory or what has been a 

highly unprecedented year.   

All families will have received their school photo packs where you are able to select the photo pack you 

would like to buy. 

Please note that school photo day is Wednesday 11th November. 

It is highly preferable that payments is made via the online ordering process (as described on the order 

form).  However, in the event of ordering with cash, please place CORRECT money in the order 

envelope and return to school on the day of the photos. 
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2020 Parent Opinion Survey – WE WANT OUR PARENTS TO TELL US WHAT THEY THINK!  

Did you know that our school is represented by 158 families? At the moment, we have only received 

28 responses to our Parent Opinion Survey.  It would be great to see as many parent responses to this 

survey as we possibly can. 

The Parent Opinion Survey is an annual survey offered by the Department of Education and Training 

that is conducted amongst all parents. It is designed to assist schools in gaining an understanding of 

parents’ perceptions of school climate, student behaviour, student engagement and experiences of 

remote and flexible learning. Our school will use the survey results to help inform and direct future 

school planning and improvement strategies.  

All parents will be invited to participate in this year’s survey. All responses to the survey are 

anonymous. This year, the Parent Opinion Survey will be conducted from Monday 12th October to 

Friday 13th November. 

The survey will be conducted online, only takes 20 minutes to complete, and can be accessed at any 

convenient time within the fieldwork period on desktop computers, laptops, tablets or smartphones. 

The online survey will be available in a range of languages other than English. These include: Arabic, 

Vietnamese, Mandarin, Chin (Hakha), Hindi, Japanese, Somali, Turkish, Punjabi and Greek.  

Unfortunately, the Department of Education is no longer offering paper copies of the survey. 

All details have been sent out via Compass.  It would be much appreciated if all parents could access 

this survey and complete it.  Please speak to your child’s teacher if you would like more information. 

 

Social Media 

More and more children and young people are accessing social media and statistics from the Office of 

the Children’s eSafety Commissioner confirm this.  

 

Consider these figures for social media accounts used by children aged 8 - 13 years: 

• YouTube – 66% of children have / use this account 

• Facebook – 56% of children have / use this account 

• Instagram – 53 % of children have / use this account 

• Snapchat – 57% of children have / use this account 

• On average children in this age group have two social media accounts 

 

The same survey highlights that 

• 39% of children as young as 8 who use social media have shared their surname 

• 24% have posted a photo of their school 

• 8% have shared their phone number and / or street address 

 

What are the implications for parents and educators in relation to learning and social development? 

 

It is quite clear that children and young people are having a lot of screen time, they may be exposed to 

risk where they may not have the maturity to handle on their own (eg: online predators, pornography, 

cyber bullying etc) and latest research suggests that too much screen time may have the potential to 

reduce brain development. (Put simply, the device does all the thinking!) 
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What can we do to support our children and young people develop responsible usage of social media? 

 

Schools need to continue to provide privacy and digital literacy programs to ensure that students keep 

safe online and are taught how best to use their digital devices. As parents, be prepared to know what 

your child is accessing and reduce their digital screen time; and most importantly be prepared to say 

NO.   Be aware that there are age restrictions on social media platforms (most being 13+ years of age 

to access them).  Please refer to image for details about ages of children accessing social media.  

 

For additional information, please visit https://www.safeonsocial.com/ or https://www.esafety.gov.au/ 

 

2021 SCHOOL YEAR PARENT REQUESTS 

In the next few weeks, teachers will begin discussions regarding the placement of students for 2021. 

Class placement of students is a complex process and a variety of factors are taken into account when 

placing students into new classes. Teachers consider factors such as individual needs, gender 

balance, academic abilities, friendship groups and emotional needs so that we create balanced 

classes that enhance a stable and collaborative learning environment. 

If you have a request based on educational grounds or student friendships for placement consideration 

of your child, I ask that it be put in writing by no later than Friday 30th October 2020.  

Teacher requests will not be considered. 

All requests should be in an envelope marked CONFIDENTIAL, to the Principal : Stuart Telford.  

All letters will be carefully considered but not guaranteed, the final decision clearly rests with the school 

leadership team. 

No changes will be made after the classes once they have been finalised 
 

Road Safety  
The following is an extract of a letter I received from the NW Metro Region Proactive Policing Unit. 
Please read this carefully and be aware that police will be patrolling around schools at drop off and 
pick up times.  
 
It has come to our attention with school returning, many parents and carers are taking serious risks 
and driving in an unacceptable manner putting themselves and others in danger.  
Already this week we have seen numerous near misses involving primary aged children nearly being 
struck by vehicles as well as a number of collisions. It is imperative that children are dropped off and 
collected from school in a safe and legal manner.  
Some of the things we are seeing are things including; dropping off and picking up children whilst 
stationary at a school crossing, parking illegally, performing U-turns in front of oncoming traffic and 
blocking private driveways. All of this behaviour and more is unacceptable.  
We are asking all road users to take greater care in and around school zones. If you are dropping off 
or collecting children please leave yourself adequate time to find a park and safely attend to your 
children.  
Over the coming weeks Police will be patrolling these areas and will show a zero tolerance to any 
offending.  
Please, for the welfare of everyone, take care.  
 
 

https://www.esafety.gov.au/
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Listed below are some common offences and their penalties below which police will be targeting; 

Offence  Penalty  Demerit Points  

Speeding  $207 - $826  1-3 points & up to 12 
months loss of licence  

Fail to give way to 
pedestrian  

$289  3 points  

Failing to stop and remain 
stationary at  
children’s crossing  

$413  3 points  

Parking Offences  $33 - $165  -  

Use mobile phone whilst 
driving  

$496  4 points  

Seat belt offences  $330 - $372  3 points  

 

World Teachers Day 

Today is ‘World Teachers Day’ (Friday 30th October).  This is a day recognised around the world for 

the outstanding work that teachers do on a daily basis.  I want to take this opportunity to thank all of 

our Teachers for the time and dedication shown to the students of Ardeer South.  We have all endured 

a hugely challenging year.  The way our teachers have conducted themselves to ensure our students 

continue to access a highly effective and engaging curriculum is certainly worth recognising.  We hope 

that our staff enjoyed their special breakfast and coffees.   

Special thank you to Tanya from the canteen for cooking up a lovely breakfast.  

 

Outside school hours care  

Our Before and After School care program will be available as of 12th October 2020. Fees are as low 

as $3.47 per Before school care session and $4.16 per After school care session with Government 

rebates applied. 

Service hours are: 

Before School Care - 6:30am – 8:45am  

After School Care - 3:15pm – 6:30pm 

Call Schools OUT on 0448 667 747 for all enquiries and enrolment information into sessions. 

 

School Values 
Our School values are important to us.  Remember to Respect, Be Responsible and always put in 
Effort. 
 
We’re all in this together.  
Stuart Telford 
Principal 
 

 

Ardeer South Primary School is committed to child safety. We want children to be safe, happy and 

empowered. 
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 Are you all as excited as I am about the COVID-19 restrictions being eased across Victoria? 

I can’t wait to be able to get out and about to visit some family members. 

There are many people in my family who have not seen my baby daughter 

in a long time, so I know they are looking forward to my visit as well.  

I’ve had many chats with students this week who are thrilled with the 

latest news about restrictions. A common favourite I’m hearing is how 

much our students are looking forward to going out again to their 

favourite restaurant or playing in their sports team.  

Here I was just happy to finally get my hair cut!  

Prep Enrolments 

I’ve spent a bit of this time this week talking with various Kindergarten 

Directors in our area. Like everyone else, it’s been a strange old year for 

kinder kids! Having said that, it is great that they have been able to get 

back into kinder this term, which will help with the transition to Prep next 

year.  

Does your family or friends have a child that will l be starting school in 

2021? 

If so, we need you to fill out an enrolment form ASAP. You can contact our 

office staff about this. Making sure we have the right number of teachers, 

resources and classrooms is very difficult until we know how many children 

we will have next year. Please make a move on this as soon as you can – it 

will make our lives and your child’s transition that bit easier.    

Parent Teacher Interviews: 

I would like to thank all parent who engaged in our parent teacher 

interviews that were facilitated by our Compass and WebEx platforms. 

Whilst we would always prefer to sit down and talk to you in person, this 

workaround got the job done during these crazy times. Thank you for your 

patience with using our digital technology solutions this year. Although 

there have been so many changes to how we do things, it has been great to 

see how resilient and flexible our families can be when it comes to 

supporting their students. If you were not able to schedule an interview 

this week, please contact your child’s classroom teacher for a chat at a 

mutually convenient time. 

Communication between School and Parents: 

One thing I’ve enjoyed about our new dismissal method is the improved opportunity to chat with you all after 

school. We pride ourselves on open communication here at Ardeer South Primary School, so if you haven’t done so 

already, feel free to say hello. Our teachers and leadership team are always up for a chat and we are as passionate 

about your child’s development as you are.  

 

Keep Smiling! 

Brock Wilson 

Assistant Principal 
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BIKES AND SCOOTERS 

At Ardeer South Primary School, we promote health and fitness and encourage students to ride or scooter 

to school as a great way of starting their day. It is terrific to see some students riding their bikes or scooters 

to school, which assists them in being healthy.  

Please make sure your child is wearing a helmet and that once they enter the school grounds, they walk 

their bike or scooter in. When crossing the road, students should also walk their bike or scooters across the 

crossing for additional safety. 

 

 

 

HEALTHY SNACK CHOICES 

At Ardeer South Primary School, we understand that students need food to fuel their brain with healthy food 

choices. It is great to visit classrooms and see students nibbling on carrot sticks, cheese, rice crackers, fresh fruit, 

yoghurt or vegetables.  

 

We encourage students to bring along healthy snacks that they can munch so ensure that you pack some into their 

lunchboxes. Some suggestions include; baby cucumbers, cherry tomatoes, dip and crackers and pretzels. Having 

these in containers where possible, also helps to reduce the amount of rubbish around the school. Please refrain 

from providing food that may affect any anaphylactic students. 

 
 
Svetlana Boja 
Leading Teacher 
Student Wellbeing 
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FOOTY 

COLOURS 

DAY 
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Hi Everyone!  

These two weeks we have been busy having fun in Drama! The 5/6’s are currently continuing with re-

enactments of shows that they like, rehearsing and practicing their scenes, and we will start recording next 

week. The 3/4’s are learning about improvisations and are role playing a scene about being in Restaurants 

with their families and ordering meals, they are also currently rehearsing their scene with props and we will 

also begin recording next week. Foundation to Grades 2 have been having fun pretending they are farm 

animals as we listened to the song Old McDonald Had A Farm, we also played the game What’s the Time Mr 

Wolf with a twist as we pretended that Mr Wolf were also Mr Dog and Mr Sheep. For Literacy, Foundation 

classes learnt about Nursery Rhymes, Rhyming words and we even made our own Rhymes, in 1/2 we read 

Charlotte’s Web and wrote about our favourite characters, 3/4 classes made comics as part of their Literacy 

program and 5/6 classes are currently working in pairs to make story books for our Foundation classes. We 

cannot wait until they have finished their books so we can read them to the Foundation students.  

That is all for now, until next time, keep smiling!  

Signorina Ly 😊  
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PREP A 

In term three Prep A investigated life cycles of plants and animals.  We planted been seeds 

on the first day back at school and are so proud and excited to show you our seedlings that 

are growing. So beautifully.  They are bean seeds, just like the seeds from the Fairy Tale 

Jack and the Beanstalk.  We can’t wait to take them home and watch them grow.  We know 

that seeds need soil, water, air and light to grow. 

 

PREP B 

Last week in Prep B we were focusing on 2 dimensional shapes. We learnt about the 

features of a triangle, circle, square rectangle, diamond and pentagon. In class we had a lot 

of fun making different 2 dimensional shapes with maths equipment. 
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Grade 3/4 

In preparation for our authors talk, students have been learning the craft of different 

authors and the language they used to bring their stories to life. We explored authors link 

Paul Jennings, David Walliams, Morris Gleitzman, Andy Griffiths, Jackie French, just to name 

a few. We were fortunate enough to have a live virtual conference with the AMAZING 

Jackie French. Students had the opportunity to ask her questions developed based on 

research over the week. The students thoroughly enjoyed the session and learnt lots about 

how they can become better writers and readers.  

See the photos below including all the things we learnt during the session. 
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Hi, we are 5/6B we will be sharing our learning intentions for our inquiry project this term. 

This term for inquiry we’ve been working on our aviation workbook in keynote. For the workbook 

we’ve had to make, fly then film paper aeroplanes while trying to find the correct angle of attack 

to take off. Along with completing the Aviation workbook we will learn new vocabulary to use in 

other subjects like reading and writing. Our inquiry is also part of our other subjects for example 

reading, writing and maths.  

 

 

 

 

 

This is our preparation for designing our own airport. We will use coding, Spheros and our 

knowledge of flight to design. While designing our airports we will also develop a better 

understanding of how to code a Sphero. We are very much enjoying this theme for inquiry so far 

and learning this flight theme has been fun. 

By Tahlia.N & Saige.Q 

 5/6B  

 



14 | P a g e  
 

PE 

5/6 sport Mr B has been teaching the grade 5/6, badminton, tennis and handball that requires forearm 

strike. The sports Mr B has been teaching is sensational because he needs to teach everyone in the 

school from Wednesday to Friday and he’s showing it’s not impossible to teach someone at sport. We’re 

able to get better at these sports because Mr B has the time to teach our class. We did three stations for 

each sport with 4 People or more per station that was badminton, tennis and hand ball. We would spend 

10-15 minutes per station so we all have a chance of playing each sport. Thank you Mr B for having the 

time to teach us sport.  
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CANTEEN NEWS 

Hello Everybody, 

My name is Tanya and I’m the canteen manager.  

The canteen is now open Mon-Fri 8.30am -2.00pm. You can find the canteen menu on the 

school website. Just a reminder when placing a lunch order please make sure you use a clean 

brown paper bag, make sure your name and class are clearly written along with your order 

and that the money is placed inside the brown bag.  

Starting next week, every recess (10.45-11.15am) I will be putting on specials 

such as hash browns, pancakes, mini hot dogs etc. Each day will be a 

surprise.  

I want to thank you all for making me feel very welcome to the school and I look forward to 

getting to know you all. Please call the school should you have any enquiries on 9363 2768. 

 

 



16 | P a g e  
 

 

Friday 30th October 2020 

Name Class Award 

Uriah Prep A For joining Prep A with a great attitude. 

Jade Prep B For writing amazing sentences in our writing sessions. Well done Jade, 
keep up the great work! 

Aiden 1/2A For your confidence in speaking up and sharing ideas. Fabulous Aiden! 

Naomi 1/2B For being such a spectacular student all week, sitting beautifully on the 
carpet and completing her work on time. 

Eva 1/2C Welcome to ASPS ! You are a wonderful new addition to our class with 
a beautiful smile and positive attitude. It is a pleasure to have you in 
1/2C ! 

Mason 3/4A For being a really good friend 

Kaan 3/4B For having a positive attitude to his learning and being confident when 
speaking up and sharing his ideas. Keep up the great work! 

Tyler 3/4C For working extremely hard on completing his graphic novel. Brilliant 
Effort Tyler!!! 

Bella 5/6A For showing growth in her reading and creating great keynotes. Well 
done! 

Ana  5/6B For high growth in reading. Well done on your effective note taking and 
efforts.  

Jason 5/6C For making excellent progress in Reading. Congratulations on your 
hard work and effort! 

3/4B Performing 
Arts 

For being enthusiastic learners during our lesson about Tempo and 
Rhythm in music. Well Done 3/4B! 

Zahra  5/6B Literacy  
Support 

For writing a great story for our Foundation classes to read. You are a 
great story writer! 

Ridwan  3/4C PE Displaying excellent skill work during tennis and staying focused for the 
whole session. 
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