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NEWSLETTER 

 

                                     Respect      Responsibility      Effort                

Issue 9, Friday 28th August 2020 

 

Dear Ardeer South Families, 

We are now 7 weeks into the term and we know that we will be facing 

remote learning for the remainder of term 3. It is encouraging to see our 

students engaging in online learning this term and the quality of student 

work and ease of dealing with remote learning is really beginning to 

show in all year levels. The school relies heavily on the support of 

parents during this period of remote learning. Whilst this is challenging 

and inconvenient, we appreciate your commitment to assisting your child 

in maintaining a regular learning routine.  We also recognise that some 

days are easy – and some days are flat out hard.  Everyone has done 

so well so far managing the challenges of Remote Learning 2.0.  Stay 

focussed and positive and encourage your children to do the same.  

Please do not hesitate to contact your child’s class teacher if your child’s 

motivation or engagement in their learning is ‘fading’.  Do not panic!  It is 

normal for children to say “I’m bored”.  Boredom is a state of mind and 

requires that we change how we approach or think about tasks.  I 

understand it’s not simple (trust me – I have been at home with my own 

primary aged daughter – I get it!).  It is worth chatting about as a family 

and sharing your thoughts regularly on Remote Learning.  We are all in 

this together and our kids need to be reassured of this as well.  Rest 

assured that we get it! Just keep us informed and communicate with 

classroom teachers if learning at home is challenging.  We want to 

continue to support you as much as we can during this difficult time.   

 

COVID 19 Advice for Parents, Carers and Guardians 

With the uncertainty that surrounds coronavirus there are many 

questions that families have about how it impacts their life at home and 

school. The most up to date coronavirus information relating to schools 

can be found on the Department of Education website. Please follow this 

link - http://www.education.vic.gov.au/parents/Pages/coronavirus-advice-

parents.aspx for further information  .   

Accessing reliable information during an infectious disease outbreak will 

help ensure you and your family members are taking appropriate steps  

 

 

TERM 3 

WebEx Assemblies @ 2.45pm  

Friday 28th August 

Friday 4th September 

Friday 11th September  

 

End of Term  

Friday 18th September @ 
2.30pm  

WebEx Assembly @ 2pm  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:ardeer.south.ps@education.vic.gov.au
http://www.ardeersthps.vic.edu.au/
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/parents/Pages/coronavirus-advice-parents.aspx%20for%20further%20information
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/parents/Pages/coronavirus-advice-parents.aspx%20for%20further%20information


2 | P a g e  
 

to stay healthy. Stay up-to-date about developments related to the infectious disease outbreak by 

using a reliable and accurate source of health-related information, for example, through the services 

listed below. 

Australian Government Department of Health | www.health.gov.au 

• health direct hotline | 1800 022 222 | www.healthdirect.gov.au 

• Coronavirus Health Information Line | 1800 020 080 

Tips to help children and adolescents 

Including your children in your family’s health care plan will lead to better understanding, counter fear 

of the unknown and help children and adolescents feel a sense of control. 

• Ask children what they have heard about coronavirus. 

• Provide age appropriate, accurate information and clarify any misinformation or misunderstanding 

they may have. 

• Encourage children to share their concerns, and let them know that parents and teachers are 

available to discuss thoughts and feelings. 

• The way parents behave can have a significant effect on children. Keep conversations calm and 

focussed on the facts. Emphasise efforts that are being taken to contain the infectious disease. 

• Model health-promoting behaviours for your children, for example, teach them to wash their hands 

with soap and water for 20 seconds - as long as it takes to sing the happy birthday song twice (or 

Hawthorn theme song – let me know if you want the words ☺). 

• Educate the entire family about good health habits. Talk about what each family member can do to 

help others outside of the immediate family. 

• Address any misconceptions children may have that could result in stigmatising people or groups of 

people in the community. 

 

100 Days of Prep  

I would like to give a special shout-out to our Prep students who celebrated their 100th day of school 

for 2020 last week. Whilst it was not a ‘normal’ recognition of this milestone, I am sure that they will 

look back in future years and recognise the unusual schooling scenario of how they started their 

Primary School lives.  Thank you to the parents and teachers for supporting the students throughout 

their first 100 days of Primary School learning.  Before you know it they will be graduating in 2026! 

 
Prep Enrolments 2021 
Prep enrolments for 2021 are now open. If you know of anyone with a little person then please direct 
them to contact the school for an enrolment pack. Children must celebrate their 5th (fifth) birthday by 
30th April 2021 to be eligible for school. Parents are required to supply the following information when 
enrolling: 
• Proof of residence  
• Proof of age (birth certificate or passport) 
• Immunisation certificate 
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We are also welcoming new enrolments for all year levels. If you know of someone thinking about 
coming to Ardeer South, then please let them know what a great school we have here!  Unfortunately, 
we are not able to provide a tour of the school at the moment; however, we are hoping that this 
restriction is lifted next term and we can show future families around our beautiful school. 
 
Our School values are important to us.  Remember to Respect, Be Responsible and always put in 
Effort. 
 

Education is Powerful, Student Voice Matters, Teachers Make a Difference, Every Day of Remote 

Learning Counts.  We’re all in this together.   

Please stay safe, remain physically distant but socially connected. 

Stuart Telford 

Principal 
 
 
Ardeer South Primary School is committed to child safety. We want children to be safe, happy and 

empowered. 
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Hello everyone, 

It has been a busy fortnight for us here at Ardeer South Primary 

School. This rainy weather has certainly not stopped our 

students from putting their best efforts into their schoolwork! 

Whether it has been the work I’ve seen on Showbie or exciting 

new student-led initiatives such as the ASPS News Channel, I 

continue to be impressed with what our students have been 

able to do in these difficult times.  

On that note, we know that remote learning can be a struggle, 

particularly now that the novelty has well and truly worn off 

around students learning from home. Despite this, I have had so many positive interactions with many of you about 

how we can best support you and your family. Please do not hesitate to reach out to your child’s classroom teacher 

if you have concerns or questions about your child’s learning. I am proud of the many partnerships we have been 

able to build through this period as it has helped us maintain a strong connection between home and school.  

I would also like to thank you all for the outstanding responses that we received for the School Review Survey. 

Though we received many different ideas and perspectives on our school’s journey over the past four years, it was 

obvious that all responses had one thing in common – a genuine desire to make Ardeer South Primary School the 

best possible school for all of our children. That truly makes me feel proud to be a part of a learning community that 

is working hard towards that common goal. 

As a leadership team, we will be spending time over the next few weeks analysing this 

data. Your responses will help us ensure we make decisions that meet the needs of all 

students as we create our new four-year Strategic Plan, commencing in 2021.   

I would also like to take this opportunity to congratulate Ms Awada and 1/2C, as they 

were the winners our School Review Survey Competition as they had 18 parents in their 

class complete our survey. Though 1/2C had a commanding lead throughout the 

competition, you can see from our scoreboard below that many families took the 

opportunity to contribute. This was a fantastic result for the school as we received 

perspectives from a wide variety of voices within our community. 

1/2C – stay tuned for details on your sports challenge prize with Mr Telford and I. Hopefully we will all be back at 

school soon, so you can show off your sports moves! 

Keep Smiling! 

Brock Wilson 

Assistant Principal 
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Getting into a healthy routine 

With the impact of Covid19, many of us are struggling to find a new normal. As the way we 

live and learn is changing, it is imperative that we adjust to a routine that works for us. 

Routines can help us cope with change and form healthy habits. If you or your child are 

feeling anxious, a routine can help make your day to day life feel a little more predictable 

and manageable. 

Below are a few tips for a healthy routine regarding schooling, sleep and exercise. In the 

next Newsletter I will talk about nutrition, connection and self-care.

 
Schooling 
With many parents now supporting their children with remote learning it can feel 
overwhelming. Your child will be set learning tasks online and everything they need is just a 
few clicks away. You can help your child by setting routine for learning time. 
 
Your child is not expected to be glued to their school work all day. Factor in breaks, snacks 
and time to play/relax. These are unprecedented times and we understand that families are 
doing the best that they can. This will pass and your child's education will return to normal 
so for now the most important thing is that your child feels calm and supported. 
 
Remember your child's classroom teacher is there to help you. If you have any questions or 
need some advice on how to assist your child, please get in touch with them. 
 
Sleep 
A regular routine can help with sleep. Having a regular time that you go to bed and get up 
in the morning can assist our sleep-wake cycle. It makes it easier to get the rest that we 
need. 
 
Exercise 
Keeping active is so important for you and your children. Encourage children to ride a bike 
or if the weather isn't on your side then check our Go Noodle for lots of fun and movement 
activities. 
 
Svetlana Boja 
Leading Teacher 
Student Wellbeing 
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Grade 5/6 News 

Our wonderful 5/6 students have started a new Inquiry topic this week. They are exploring the 

properties of flight by learning about forces such as gravity, lift, thrust and drag. The students have 

been constructing a variety of paper aeroplanes and applying their numeracy skills by comparing 

distance, hang time and angles of attack.  

They will soon be preparing and presenting their new learning in the form of a news report. We 

look forward to seeing the results of their hard work!  

Throughout this week we have been contacting parents to provide an update on the progress of 

the students in 5/6. We thank you for your time and support during this period. We received some 

valuable feedback regarding what we’re doing well and what we could do to improve the 

mental wellbeing of the students. 

 

                            

 

             
 

P.E 

Thank you to all the boys and girls that are uploading their skill 
activities for skipping, catching and the forehand strike to Showbie. 

I am really enjoying seeing the progress you are all 
making each week.  

Regards, 

Mr Belbruno 
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“Unintended Consequences: are outcomes of a purposeful 

action that are unintended or unforeseen.” 

A pandemic seems a bad thing, and in many ways it is, but when it forces 

you to stay at home, and learn from home, sometimes a really great thing 

can come from this new situation. An unplanned thing, which becomes part 

of your routine.  

During the first Lockdown, Years 3/4A, 3/4B and 3/4C began listening to 

“SquizKids”, a daily news podcast, with news stories from Australia and 

around the globe. Lasting for only eight minutes each day, we became 

abreast of the ‘goings on’ in the world, beyond COVID19 and the doom and 

gloom. We developed into informed citizens, able to converse about the 

latest happenings, usually uplifting. We celebrated an old man who walked 

a marathon in his back garden to raise money, animals who took over city 

streets around the world, as the humans were nowhere to be seen. We 

discussed Sport, Cooking, Animals, Science, Dance, People, Computer 

Games, Politics, Geography, recommended Literature and songs. We 

developed our General Knowledge, and we listened intently to each episode, 

to hear if our school would be mentioned. We listened in April… May… 

June… July… and then…finally in August…it happened! It took multiple 

emails…at least 5…and then we heard our school and our classes. 

Click on the link to witness our reaction first-

hand…and  

https://youtu.be/s7TFAIxl4II 

“Have a most excellent day.” 

 
Prep A 

Last week we celebrated 100 days of learning.   

2020 has been an extraordinary year because half of our learning time 

has been at school and the other half at home. 

We celebrated by dressing up as what we would look like when we are 

100 years old.  There were lots fun 100 maths games, we made 

collections of 100 by grouping items  of small things into zip lock bags 

in groups of ten. We also talked about what we would like to have 100 

of; and one hundred toys was a very popular choice. 

Here’s a photo of what Robel will look like when he is 100. 

https://youtu.be/s7TFAIxl4II
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Our 1.2 Cohort investigated the properties of 2D and 3D shapes and engaged in playing Kim’s 

Game exploring the shapes. They identified the properties of shapes and went on a shape 

hunting spree in their homes as well. They experimenting 2D shapes by creating a robot with 

a variety of 2D shapes with varying sizes and patterns. Students were also given the 

opportunity to be creative in exploring their model making skills planning and making 3D 

shapes models. They were successful in using the materials found in their houses and 

managed to have lots of fun. ☺ 
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PREP B  

This week in Prep B we had a crazy hat day where we 

had to tell our parents what we had learnt. It was a 

lot of fun and very funny. Here are some pictures of 

us with our funny hats that we made. 
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Italian and Drama  

F-2  

This two weeks, children in Foundation to Year 2 have been learning the letters H, I, K and L in the 

Italian alphabet.  

The Italian alphabet does not contain the letters J, K, W, X and Y, so we did not learn the letter J, 

however, we learnt about the Koala bear as respect to the Australian and Aboriginal culture so 

children learnt that in Italian, the Koala is also known as Koala. The animals that we learnt were 

Ippopotamo (there is no Italian animal with the letter H so we learnt both English Hippopotamus and 

Italian Ippopotamo), Koala and Leopardo which means Leopard. We made animals badges and children 

practiced writing the animal names and recorded themselves saying the name of the animal, we also 

watched Disney clips correlating to the animal in Italian.  

While in Drama they made Cheeky Monkey Fingers puppets, and using those puppets, sang the 

Nursery Rhyme “5 Cheeky Monkeys Jumping on the Bed” and also made a Baby Shark headband, and 

wore it whilst singing and doing the actions to the song. We had sooo many Cheeky Monkeys and Baby 

Sharks! It was also really sweet and cute to see their siblings being involved in the performances 

too.  

 3-6  

Years 3 to 6 were assessed on their Italian food knowledge by doing a food worksheet to test their 

knowledge and memory of names of Italian foods which ended the unit on Food. During the second 

week, they began a new unit on culture, traditions and clothing and getting to know Ms Ly. We began 

the unit by learning that Ms Ly lived in a region in Italy called Apulia so they researched the region 

and got to know Ms Ly a bit better. Children were only required to answer 5 simple questions about 

Apuliam however, some children were very creative and created a poster on the region. For the first 

week in  Drama, they performed a story  they made up by using puppets, themselves as actors or even 

imagery such as cartoons while during week 2 they pretended to be Stand Up comedians who told 

jokes to the audience. 

Until next time. Take care and keep smiling! 🙂 

Signorina Ly 
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Friday 21st & 28th August 2020 

Name Class Award 

Dhruv  Prep A Dhruv is showing improvement in participating in our WebEx sessions. 

Mayas  Prep B For always being the first person on WebEx this week and participating in our 
WebEx discussions. Well done Mayas! 

James  1/2A For mastering your Golden Magic Words. Well done, James! 

Ethan  1/2B For his ongoing perfect attendance at ALL WebEx sessions, his outstanding 
submission of work on WebEx and most of all his positive attitude. Ethan you 
always contribute brilliant ideas online and are happy to share the work you 
have completed at home. Keep being a home learning champion!  

Miriam  1/2C For uploading an amazing video on Showbie explaining all the different 3D 
shapes. Well done Miriam ! 

Emine  3/4A For completing all of the Earth Questions after watching the two hour movie, 
Earth from Space. Well done, Emine 

Jemimah  3/4B For being enthusiastic during our Webex sessions and uploading all of the 
required learning tasks onto ‘Showbie’. Keep up the fantastic work! 

Isa  3/4C For uploading an excellent presentation onto Showbie showing all the different 
types of angles you can measure around your home. Brilliant Work Isa!! 

Sayed  5/6A For his wonderful contributions in our small-group webex. You are working very 
hard to improve your writing and it shows! You’re a star! 

Zahra  5/6B For effective use of the Angle Meter App to investigate and measure 
angles. Well done!! 

Tina  5/6C For showing effort and creativity by using different apps in her autobiography. 
Fantastic! 

Maya  5/6C  Performing 
Arts 

For an awesome dramatic rap performance  

Ava   
Prep B  

Italian For always having a smile when submitting video recordings of Italian 
work 

Vanessa & Henry  PE For their excellent technique in throwing and skipping in PE. Thank you for 
uploading your videos to Showbie! 

Jordan Prep A For completing his Essential Assessment tasks each week.  Fantastic work Jordan! 

Repaio  Prep B For coming on to WebEx everyday this week. Keep it up! 

Fiona  1/2A For diligently completing and uploading your work to the best of your ability. 
Well done Fiona! 

Baran  1/2B For being an outstanding remote learner! Well done Baran for logging in every 
day of the whole term and completing your tasks at home. You’re a champion!  

Max  1/2C For completing his work and posting it on Showbie ! Fantastic work Max !! 

Daniel  3/4A For completing work and posting it to Showbie, and for just being Daniel.  
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Phoebe  3/4B For her regular attendance on Webex and having a positive attitude towards her 
learning. Keep it up! 

Vivian  3/4C For being dedicated to her learning by attending all of her Webex sessions, 
including her small groups. Outstanding Effort Vivian!!! 

Christian  5/6A For consistently attending all Webex sessions and always putting in the 
maximum effort in all learning tasks using ICT. Your autobiography on Keynote 
was awesome! 

Maiden 5/6B For your informative video on the principles of flight, taking in 
consideration of your knowledge of angles. Well done!! 

Richard  5/6C For the effort shown in making his model plane and high quality videos. Excellent 
work! 

Tauks 5/6A Performing 
Arts 

For being overdramatic in all his Performances. Awesome work! 

Ava  5/6B Italian For the creative way she presented her Italian work when it was simply a 
worksheet. 

Alim & Bekim  PE Their great work with skipping and the forehand strike. Thank you for uploading 
your work to Showbie. I have been enjoying watching you perform and develop 
your skills each week! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


