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NEWSLETTER 

 

                                     Respect      Responsibility      Effort                

Issue 8, Friday 28th May 2021 

Dear Ardeer South families, 
 

Well, it’s certainly interesting times again.  COVID-19 is still in our community and 
we are in the middle of a pandemic.  We are living in unpredictable and 
unprecedented times with the current situation.  I want to thank our community for 
being proactive and supporting the school during this time.   
COVID – Lockdown 4.0 

Whilst we had hoped we did not have to go back into Lockdown again, many of us 
suspected it was going to happen.  Yesterday the Acting Premier announced a 
new circuit breaker for Victoria to swiftly address the recent COVID-19 outbreak.  
The restrictions came in place from 11.59pm last night for a seven-day period. 
Following advice from the Victorian Chief Health Officer, all Victorian schools will 
move to a period of remote and flexible learning from Monday 31 May to Thursday 
3 June inclusive. 
Today (Friday 28 May) is a student-free day.  The amazing staff at Ardeer South 
were able to provide a Home Learning Pack that came home with students 
yesterday. Today teachers have been provided time to begin writing students 
reports.  Remote and flexible learning will begin on Monday 31 May and teachers 
will engage with students/families regarding home learning.  
As with other remote learning periods, our school will provide on-site supervision 
for students in the following categories: 
• Children where both parents and/or carers are authorised workers 
(https://www.premier.vic.gov.au/sites/default/files/2021-05/210527%20-
%207%20Day%20Circuit%20Breaker%20Restrictions.pdf) who cannot work from 
home, work for an essential provider and where no other supervision 
arrangements can be made: 
- Where there are two parents/carers, both must be authorised workers, working 

outside the home in order for their children to be eligible for on-site provision 

- For single parents/ carers, the authorised worker must be working outside the 

home in order for their children to be eligible for on-site provision. 

• Children experiencing vulnerability, including: 
- children in out-of-home care 

- children deemed vulnerable by a government agency, funded family or family violence 

service, and is assessed as requiring education and care outside the family home 

- children identified by a school or early childhood service as vulnerable, including via 

referral from a government agency, or funded family or family violence service, homeless 

or youth justice service or mental health or other health services. If your child requires on-

site supervision, please contact Sandy/Lucy in the office on 93632768. 

Student Illness 

As the weather becomes colder we are more likely to have children who become sick at 

school.  Attendance matters and every day of learning counts… But so does your child’s 

health and wellbeing!   

Please ensure your child is well enough to cope with the demands of a classroom.  
If they have already been unwell in the morning or over the weekend… please 
keep your child at home and give them time to recover in bed! 

 
TERM 2 

Important dates – 

June 10th – PJ Day, gold coin 
donation  

June 14th – Queens Birthday 
Public Holiday  

June 17th – Prep Zoo 
excursion & Grade 1/2 
Sovereign Hill Excursion  

 

Interschool Sports 

June 4th – Away game against 
St Theresa’s  

June 11th – Away game 
against Sunshine Harvester 

June 18th - Home game 
against St Paul’s   
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Over the last fortnight, we have sent sick children home and in several cases they have come to school being unwell. 
We have standard precautions to minimise and, where possible, eliminate the risk of transmission of infections. Each 
classroom has hand sanitising available. All student toilets have liquid anti-bacterial soap provided for student use. 
Signage is also provided as a reminder to students of the appropriate hygiene routines. We would appreciate it if you 
would please talk to your child about regularly washing their hands and personal hygiene. 
Please do not send sick children to school as it is your responsibility to make provision for their care. If we ring you to 
collect your child, it is important that you come straight away or make arrangements for your child to be collected. 
Education Week 
Now in its 77th year, Education Week aims to positively profile and celebrate the strengths and achievements of 
Victoria’s government education sector.  This year Education Week runs from the 23rd to the 29th May. The theme 
‘Building Connections’ focuses on how the community can act as a support network, support students’ learning and 
development, and enhance social inclusion.  Education Week is an opportunity for all primary and secondary schools, 
higher education, and early childhood services to showcase how they are building connections with the community 
around them.  It was our hope to build on our community connections via an Afternoon Open Session for families to see 
our classrooms as well as the amazing technology skills of our students.  Unfortunately, we had to postpone this event 
due to COVID restrictions, but we will endeavour to reschedule this event in the near future. 
Education Support Day 
Our Education Support staff work every day in a variety of roles across the school to foster positive learning 
environments and ensure that the school functions effectively. 
Our office staff (Sandy and Lucy) support parents and students in the sickbay, at the counter and over the phone, while 
managing a huge range of administrative tasks at the same time. Other ES (Heather, Thi, My Le, Myra and Debbie) 
work with individuals and groups of students in classrooms, in First Aid and in the playground over the day. These staff 
members work with students with high needs and often in challenging situations. They liaise with one another to get 
extra support when needed. My Le even offers additional support to our Vietnamese families by translating important 
information.   
The ES staff at Ardeer South are an amazing group of staff members who are committed and proactive in their support 
of students, parents and teachers.  We don’t know what we would do without them! Next time you are at school and 
interacting with our ES staff, please take the opportunity to thank them for the work they do! 
National Reconciliation Week 
Each year from 27 May to 3 June is National Reconciliation week, and it is an opportunity for us as a community to 
reflect and celebrate the rich culture and history of Indigenous Australians. National Reconciliation Week is a time to 
build better relationships between Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples and other Australians—and a time to 
come together to acknowledge the enormous contributions that Australia’s First Peoples have made to shape our 
nation. It is also an opportunity to explore how each of us can contribute to achieving reconciliation in Australia.  
This year’s theme: More than a word. Reconciliation 
takes action! Two dates are significant in the history 
of reconciliation.  The 27th of May is the anniversary 
of the date of the 1967 Referendum, which 
successfully removed from the constitutional clauses 
that discriminated against Indigenous Australians.  
The 3rd of June is the anniversary of the High Court 
decision in the Eddie Mabo land rights case handed 
down in 1992. Our students will engage in 
discussions and activities that will assist them in 
deepening their understanding about our country’s 
rich history and realise that our past goes way back 
before 1788. We encourage our families to use this 
as an opportunity to reflect and celebrate the 
wonderful traditions and customs our Indigenous 
Australians have. 
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As a school,l we were able to hold a ‘special’ assembly on Wednesday that allowed our students to reflect on this 
important week.   
I want to thank Miss Dwyer for putting together an amazing assembly that allowed our students to respectfully 
acknowledge this event.  
 
2022 Prep Enrolments 
We have already been receiving enquiries about new families joining our school in 2022. 
Parents are required to supply the following information when enrolling: 

 Proof of age (birth certificate or passport) 

 Immunisation certificate 

Prep tours will be held throughout Terms 2 & 3 for interested parents. Bookings through the office are essential for any 
school tours. If you know anyone interested in having a school tour please pass on the school number – 93632768. 
 
REMINDER: If any of our current families have children beginning school in 2022, please grab an enrolment form from 
the front office. 
We recognise how challenging it is to collect paperwork from the school, so we have also made the school enrolment for 
available on our school website.  Click here - 
https://www.ardeersthps.vic.edu.au/uploaded_files/media/student_enrolment_form.pdf  
 
School Values 
Our School values are important to us.  Remember to show Respect, Be Responsible and always put in Effort.  
 
Stuart Telford 
Principal 
 
 
 
Ardeer South Primary School is committed to child safety. We want children to be safe, happy and empowered. 
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Remote Learning 4.0 – A Curriculum Update 
 
Remote learning is back.  
 
Though I’m yet to speak with anyone in our 
community who is particularly happy about it, it’s 
clear that we are all going to do the best we can to 
support each other through this difficult time. We 
know we can do this. The kids know they can do this. 
As always, we will come through it together. 
 
As usual, please understand that our staff were not 
privy to any information regarding the lockdown 
ahead of time. Like you, we heard the rumblings 
about the latest lockdown from various media sources, which were later confirmed on Thursday by Acting Premier 
James Merlino. I work closely with all of our teachers to develop their curriculum plans and I can tell you that all of our 
teachers spend many hours each week developing plans and resources that target specific learning needs shown by 
the children in our care. To have to abandon those and quickly re-create learning opportunities that can be completed 
from home is a difficult task, made even more difficult in such a short timeframe. To do this in the manner they have, in 
the thick of what is usually our report writing period, is a testament to the resilience of our staff. Though we would all 
much prefer ‘normal’ schooling, I have heard no complaints about the sudden change of direction imposed upon them 
due to the unpredictable circumstances presented by the pandemic and I thank them for their efforts during this time. 
 
Understanding the incoming ‘Pupil Free Day’ today, we made a commitment to getting out learning packs to all of our 
families at the end of the day yesterday. If your child has not yet received their learning pack, please contact the school 
as it will be put aside for them. The learning opportunities presented by our teachers place an emphasis on reading and 
consolidating some of the work that has been already happening within classrooms. 
 
To the parents, the best way to support your child is to create a structure for each day. We understand that every family 
has different circumstances, so the opportunities to learn and the schedule of learning will look different in each 
household. If nothing else, ensure your child has an opportunity to read and if possible, be read to. We know that one of 
the richest learning opportunities you can provide a child is to read a quality text and then discuss the events, characters 
and information that was read. You may want to extend this further by having your child write something in response to 
what was read, to be shared with you later. What is important here is that families do not place unrealistic pressure on 
themselves. You, like everyone else, will be doing the best you can for the students. Some days will present hurdles to 
learning opportunities and we completely understand that. Supporting the mental health of both you and your children is 
the primary responsibility of every one of us. 
 
With that in mind, I have instructed all of our staff to facilitate welfare calls for every student next week. We will be 
looking to keep that connection between school and home strong – so please be on the lookout for phone calls from 
private numbers.  
 
Here’s hoping that the lockdown is indeed only for the 7 days, as indicated by the Acting Premier. In the event that it 
does extend beyond next Thursday, we will be facilitating a more comprehensive remote learning program. Fingers 
crossed that isn’t the case and we can see all of your smiling faces again next Friday for a return to ‘normal’ school 
operations. If we learn anything further, we will notify everyone in our community as quickly as we possibly can.  
 
Thank you all for your support through these difficult circumstances.  
 
Keep smiling! 
 
Brock Wilson 
Assistant Principal  
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Punctuality 

Every minute counts 

Being late for school has a negative impact on your child’s learning. Being just 10 minutes 

late every day adds up to almost an hour a week of lost learning.  

Being late for class often means important instructions are missed and the class is 

interrupted. Your child may feel uncomfortable. Children need to arrive on time ready to 

settle into their school work. Arriving at least 5 minutes before the bell allows your child to 

interact with their peers and get themselves ready for their busy day.  

Attending school regularly and arriving on time helps prepare children for the real world, 

where it is expected that they turn up to work every day and on time. 

It is important for your child to arrive punctually for school so they do not miss out on 

valuable learning experiences. 

Our school day begins at 8.45am! 

Routines 
 

The easiest way to ensure your child attends school on time every day is to establish a good 

evening and morning routine. If mornings are hectic in your household, prepare as much as 

possible the night before. 
 

Tips to help you get to school on time every day 
 

 

Make sure your child understands why school is important 

Show your child that you are interested in what they have done at school 

Get everything ready the night before school 

Arrange appointments after school or during the school holidays 

Attend Breakfast Club 

Set your alarm clock a little earlier 
 

 

 

 

 



6 | P a g e  
 

 



7 | P a g e  
 

Ciao a tutti!  
Hi Everyone! 

These past two weeks we have been busy being creative in Art and learning the story 
of Chicken Little in Italian (Polletto Carletto). For Art and SEL, all year levels 

discussed their feelings and as a task had to draw a portrait of themselves. They have 
been very creative in drawing their own portraits with colourful and unique 

backgrounds. The learning experience was such a success that students wanted to do 
more, so as an extension we drew portraits of our favourite animals or pets as well. 

For Italian, Foundation to 2, have been learning a modern version of Polletto Carletto 
(Chicken Little). We have been learning how to say the names of two characters in 

the story, Polletto Carletto (Chicken Little) and Volpe Rossana (Fox) and as learning 
tasks, we made Polletto Carletto and Vole Rossana headbands. Foundation students 

traced the names of the characters while Grades 1/2 wrote the names themselves. 
Grades 3-6 continued with their Cultural and Anzac Day posters.  
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION NEWS  
DIVISION CROSS COUNTRY 

Good luck to Kaan, Mandje, Riyal, Masiame, Arham, Maher, 
Athena, Grency, Ahmed, Jana and Anika, who will be 
competing at the Division Championships on Wednesday, 
June 2 at Brimbank Park. They have all been training very 
hard with me during their lunchtime breaks. Good luck! 

AFL CLINICS 
The AFL will be conducting a 4 week coaching clinic program 
during PE commencing Wednesday, June 2. We look forward 
to having them teach our students the skills of AFL. 
Regards, 
Mr Belbruno 

 

 

On Thursday 10th June ALL students are encouraged to come to 

school dressed in their Pyjamas. A gold coin donation for the day 

is required.  
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We had another fantastic week in the Grade 1/2’s. This week was 
reconciliation week so we all reflected and discussed ways we can 
commemorate National Sorry Day. Our students did an amazing job at reading 
and creating a display for assembly. It was great to see the students be so 
reflective during this time. 

In Numeracy, we were busy working through our addition strategies. It was 
fantastic to see the students working with number lines, bridging and doubling 
numbers. The students have been mathematicians by explaining and sharing 
all of their thinking. 

In Integrated Studies and writing we have continued to explore the text type of 
Explanations and have been busy completing jigsaws and having the 
opportunity to partake in a language experience involving using blackboards. 

We look forward to sharing more of our amazing learning in the next 
newsletter. 
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The 3/4 students have been creating posters to inform everyone about the breakfast club. Their posters will 

be hung around the school to entice people into coming. Read the blurb written by Angelo from 3/4C and 

look at the poster by Mimah from 3/4B to find out more about it!  

 

              
 

Hey students, are you hungry? You can go to the Breakfast Club if you are hungry! Breakfast Club opens at 

8:30 in the morning so feel free to go inside and eat. You will see the open sign outside of the window of 

the John Evans Room (Breakfast Club is in the John Evans Room). When you go inside, look to the left, 

you will see tables and you will see a kitchen too. Inside the kitchen there’s a fridge. Inside the fridge there’s 

fruit jelly and milk. In the kitchen there is also a sink. You can use the sink if your hands are dirty after you 

eat. When you go out of the kitchen you will see a long table. There’s a toaster and different cereal like 

Cheerios, Weet-Bix, and Rice Bubbles with milk. If you want toast you can ask the teacher inside and you 

will see different spreads like vegemite, jam, honey and butter. After the toast pops the teacher will give you 

your toast with butter. You can ask politely for a different kind of spread added to your toast. You can get 

any amount of bread!   

You can take your breakfast outside and eat it. By Angelo – 3/4C 
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5/6 Cohort 
 

This week, our Grade 5/6 students learnt about the 

significance and history of Sorry Day and 

Reconciliation Week. They researched some of the 

key events in Australia’s colonial past and discussed 

the benefits of reconciliation for all Australians. Each 

class created a wreath for our whole school display. 
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Friday 21st & 28th May 2021 

 
Name Class Achievement  

Esther  Prep A For always putting in 100% effort into all aspects of her learning. Well 
done Esther! 

Charlotte Prep B For always trying her best when sounding out letters of the alphabet. 
Well done Charlotte!! 

Ha-Anh  1/2A For demonstrating the value of effort. Ha-Anh displayed perseverance 
sorting out topics to the appropriate areas of the Register Continuum. 
Well done. 

Shaheer  1/2B For being a respectful and determined member of our classroom and 
always giving his work his best effort! You should be very proud of 
yourself Shaheer. 

Makula  1/2C For doing such a sensational job with her addition. Makula always 
demonstrates the school value of effort and has done such an amazing 
job using efficient strategies when working with many two digit 
numbers. Great work Makula! 

Max  3/4A Your amazing reasoning in multiplication, you are a maths Whizz!! 

Hana  3/4B For being her all-round awesome self! Hana was respectful and well 
behaved when split into another class. You’ve made a great impression 
Hana, well done.  

Mandje  3/4C For being enthusiastic about her learning, taking risks within the 
classroom and helping to keep the yard tidy, well done! 

Beyonce  5/6A For using precise vocabulary to create a highly effective narrative 
setting. Great writing! 

Sophie 5/6B For having a positive mindset towards our reading activities. 

Teina  5/6C For showing the value of effort and working very hard on his reading 
summaries. Extremely proud of you! 

Riyal 5/6A Italian For showing improvement and respect during our Italian session this 
week. Well Done Riyal! 

Hussna 5/6C The Arts For showing creativity through her drawings 

Humaira  3/4B Tutoring For applying herself very well to her reading during tutoring. Keep up 
the good work, Humaira. 

Ofa  PE For his fantastic participation during our catching skill work in PE. 

Joy 1/2C Intervention  For showing a great improvement in her reading. Well done Joy!  

Sabawon Prep A For being an active member in our class discussion and always putting 
his hand up to participate. Keep it up! 
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Elena Prep B For using her letters and sounds to blend a word together during a 
literacy game. Well done Elena !! 

Adam 1/2A For demonstrating the school value of effort. Adam has learnt the first 
sound in the Little Learner Love Literacy program. He can now chant 
“Milo Monkey” and make the /m/ sound. 

Ava 1/2B For being an amazing National Sorry Day assembly helper to Miss 
Dwyer and for reading the Acknowledgement to Country beautifully.  

Charlotte 1/2C For showing the school value of effort within the Little Learners Love 
Literacy Program. Charlotte has done an amazing job reading and 
sounding out lots of different words. We are so proud of you Charlotte. 

Tamai 3/4A For your efforts in reading. Well done for thinking beyond the text and 
great note taking. 

3/4B 3/4B For being respectful and responsible students when split into other 
classes. 

Phong 5/6A For being a great role model and a great friend to other students. 

Bella 5/6B For her effort and focus during all of our activities. 

Vanessa 5/6C For always putting her best effort into all of her subjects. Her writing 
has shown some fantastic improvements. Well done! 

Tino 3/4A Italian For always being respectful in Italian classes 

Tina 5/6A The Arts For creating such wonderful drawings in Art 

Johnny  3/4C Tutoring For demonstrating such maturity when discussing our text study, “The 
Red King”, in tutoring sessions. 

Enoch 3/4A PE For outstanding defence in our modified game of netball. 

 

 

 

 


