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NEWSLETTER 

 

                                     Respect      Responsibility      Effort                

Issue 14, Friday 27th November 2020 

Dear Ardeer South Families, 
 

We are moving swiftly through term 4. We are determined to keep the 

students in good learning routines through to the end of the year and 

make the most of all learning opportunities left this year. 
 

COVID-19 DET Operations Guide – UPDATE! 

This week we have received the most updated DET Operations Guide 

which outlines the ‘Last Step’ in the Victorian roadmaps to reopening. 

  

Outlined below are the most relevant changes in the guide and what 

these changes mean for Ardeer South Primary School for the final 3 

weeks of the term. 

 

Managing safe school arrival and departure  

To ensure consistency with physical distancing measures, students and 

families should not be permitted to congregate at the school gate before 

or after school and will be required to maintain 1.5 metres between each 

other as far as is practicable at the start and end of the school day. 

Schools must ensure that actions are implemented to reduce the 

congregation of adults around the school and reduce congestion. 

For the remainder of the year students will enter the school grounds from 

the gates they are currently using. School gates will open daily at 

8:30am. If you wish to have your children dropped off at school earlier 

than this time, students must attend the Before School Care program at a 

cost to the parent.  Please contact the school on 93632768 if you would 

like more details about this program. 

At the end of the day, we will continue to maintain our current dismissal 

process where students gather on the oval to be dismissed. 
 

Assemblies  

We will continue to run our school assemblies via WebEx every Friday 

afternoon.  However, from next week we will be starting assemblies at a 

NEW time slot.  Assemblies will begin at 2:20pm on a Friday.  We are 

trialling this new time slot in the hope that we can complete the meeting 

without rushing and students can complete their end of day processes 

without feeling pressured by time. 
 

 

TERM 4 

WebEx Assemblies @ 2.45pm  

Friday November 27th  
Friday December 4th  
Friday December 11th  

Other Dates 

Monday 14th December 
School Council dinner 

Thursday 17th December  
Last day canteen is open for 
the year 
 
Last Day Term 4 – Friday 18th 
December – dismissal 1.15pm 
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Drinking fountains 

Drinking fountains and taps will be reopened for normal use by students. This is great news for our 

students as we will approach warmer weather over the next 3 weeks. 

 

Face masks in schools 

Teachers and education support staff are not required to wear face masks while teaching, but those 

who wish to do so, can. Teachers and education support staff must wear face masks in other indoor 

areas of the school when not teaching. 

Face masks are not required outdoors except where 1.5 metres physical distancing cannot be 

maintained (staff will carry a face mask to use if necessary). 

 

Students with underlying conditions (such as hay fever or asthma) 

If a student has persistent symptoms due to an underlying condition such as hay fever or asthma, the 

student should still be tested for coronavirus (COVID-19) if they develop symptoms that are different to 

or worse than their usual symptoms. 

Parents/carers should also consider getting a medical certificate from the child’s treating GP to confirm 

that it is safe for them to attend school with persistent symptoms that may overlap with some of the 

symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-19) such as cough or runny nose. 

Younger children (in Prep to 2) who have had a negative coronavirus (COVID-19) test that was taken 

after they developed symptoms, the decision about return to school should be made in conjunction 

with the child’s treating GP. If the GP is satisfied the child has recovered from their acute illness, is 

otherwise well, and does not need a repeat coronavirus (COVID-19) test, the child can return even if 

they are not completely free of symptoms. Any worsening of symptoms will require review and repeat 

coronavirus (COVID-19) testing, if considered appropriate by the doctor. 

Students with a negative coronavirus (COVID-19) test whose symptoms have completely resolved do 

not need a medical certificate to return to the school. 

  

We thank you for your continued support throughout such a challenging year of constant adaptation. 

 

Devices 

Can I please ask that all school devices (iPads) are returned to school as soon as possible? We have 

a number of devices still outstanding with families.  Can I also stress the importance of all charging 

cables and power adapters needing to be returned as we are currently missing a lot of them. 

 

End of Year Reports 

While Ardeer South Primary School has continued to deliver a teaching and learning program and 

monitor the learning of each student throughout the semester, we have adjusted our usual program to 

reflect the recent period(s) of remote and flexible delivery.  

Ardeer South Primary School will provide a simplified written report for the parent/carer for Semester 2 

- 2020, focusing on what progress has been made and what has been achieved by each child. 

Reports will be sent out via Compass on Tuesday 15th December 2020.  If you do not have access to 

a printer and require a printed version, please inform your child’s teacher. 
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2021 Classes 

It is hard to imagine that we are approaching the end of week 8, leaving us with 3 weeks of school left 

for 2020, and what a busy 3 weeks they will be. The teachers are currently busy writing the students 

end of year reports and the leadership team are working on finalising our staffing for 2021. Once 

completed teachers will be assigned to classes and roles for next year. The final staff list will be 

announced in the last newsletter for the school year. 

 

Communication with the school 

Parents and carers, students and staff all share responsibility for ensuring that Ardeer South Primary 

School is a positive, respectful and safe school environment. Adults have a particular responsibility to 

be mindful of the way in which we conduct ourselves in and around the school, noting that we are the 

role models that impressionable students look to.  

  

I want to take this opportunity to thank all of you who contribute to the positivity of our school 

community each and every week. Though I cannot thank each of you individually, I wish to assure you 

that your efforts do not go unnoticed.  

  

This is also an opportune time for me to emphasise that I am open to discussing any concerns you 

may have, simply contact the school office to schedule an appointment. There is an appropriate 

avenue to raise any grievances, concerns or constructive criticism. It saddens me when I hear of 

efforts to undermine our positive school culture by way of inaccurate or disparaging comments whether 

in person or on social media, gossip or inappropriate behaviour in or around the school grounds, rather 

than addressing concerns with school staff directly. Thankfully, such instances are very rare.  

  

I want to express my sincere appreciation for the cooperation and effort put forth by the parents and 

carers of Ardeer South Primary School.  

  

Is Your Child Leaving At The End Of 2020? 

If your child is not returning to our school in 2021, can you please notify the office. This assists us 

greatly in the planning of grades for next year. Thank you. 

 

School Values 
Our School values are important to us.  Remember to Respect, Be Responsible and always put in 
Effort. 
 
We’re all in this together. 
Stuart Telford 
Principal 
 

 

 
Ardeer South Primary School is committed to child safety. We want children to be safe, happy and 

empowered. 
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Can you believe it? 

There are only three weeks left of school!  

How did that happen?  

In what has been a crazy year, this last term has 

flown by as we all engage back in meaningful 

learning experiences. I’ve seen the number 

strategies coming through in Foundation, the 

reading theatre performances in Grade 1/2, the 

amazing things happening on iPads in Grade 3/4, 

and even some robotics and designing of an 

international airport in Grade 5/6! Everywhere you 

look, there is outstanding learning happening 

across Ardeer South Primary School and nothing makes this Assistant Principal smile more. 

Over the last few days, we have been digesting an updated Operations Guide from the 

Department of Education and Training. Though there are still some restrictions in place, we 

are excited by the prospect of now being able to hold a Grade 6 graduation event and also 

facilitate a Prep transition program. Further information about these events will come in 

the near future, so keep an eye on Compass and our other communication channels. 

It is also that time of the year when students are wondering who their teacher will be and 

how they will handle stepping up to a new grade level. Though no final decisions have been 

made regarding teachers and students being in specific grades, you can help your child by 

assuring them that regardless of what classroom they end up in, they will be supported to 

be their best. It is very common for students to become attached to particular teachers. As 

educators, we know that though having a strong connection between student and teacher 

is great, students benefit from different experiences and having the opportunity to learn 

from different teachers and peers. Change can always be a little scary, but you can be 

assured that your child is in good hands as we know all of the teachers at Ardeer South 

work incredibly hard to make sure your child meets their full potential. 

That’s all from me for another fortnight. The next newsletter will be the last one for what 

has been a year that none of us will ever forget. Having said that, there is no time for rest 

just yet as we will be continuing the learning momentum right up until the end of the year, 

so expect to see and hear about some more exciting things in the weeks to come. 

Keep smiling! 

Brock Wilson 

Assistant Principal 
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Social Media Applications  

Did you know that nearly all social media services require the user to be at least 13 years 

of age to access their service? This includes Facebook, Snapchat, Instagram and TikTok. 

Please ensure that you play a key role in guiding your children as they encounter the 

online world. 

 

How can I keep my children safe using social 
media? 

 Learn about the programs and apps your child is using. Some social media platforms 
have age restrictions to join, but it’s easy for children to get around these. 

 Show interest in your child’s online life and ask 
questions. 

 When possible, keep tablets and computers in 
common areas where you can watch while your 
child uses them. 

 Get online family protection. Programs that provide parental controls can block 
websites, enforce time limits, monitor the websites your child visits, and their online 
conversations. 

 Follow your child’s online accounts, and tell them that you are monitoring their 
online activity to help keep them safe.  

 Discuss what’s okay and safe to post online, and what isn’t. Online posts stay online 
forever. As a general rule, your child shouldn’t post anything they wouldn’t want a 
parent or teacher to see or read. 

 People can’t always control what others post about them. Explain that information 
and photos found online can turn up again years later. 

 

Svetlana Boja 
Leading Teacher 
Student Wellbeing 
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Prep A have been investigating the amazing children’s books written by the famous New 

Zealand author Pamela Allen.  Pamela Allen has written over thirty children’s books and 

many of them have won awards of excellence.  We discovered that Pamela Allen likes to 

write about animals having adventures. 

 

 

 

 

Exciting News in the 3/4 area. 

OUR iPads HAVE ARRIVED! 

Students in Years 3/4A, 3/4B and 3/4C now have a one-to-one device to use in class. To help us explore all 

of the Apps on our iPads, we are been collaborating with the Grade 5/6 classes, who have become regular 

visitors, to share their expertise with us. We are not soaring yet, but we are definitely on the side of the nest, 

ready to launch. Thank you to the Year 6 students who have been so patient and generous with us as we 

embark on our journey. 

https://www.penguin.com.au/books/who-sank-the-boat-9780143501992
https://www.penguin.com.au/books/hettys-day-out-9780143505129
https://www.penguin.com.au/books/grandpa-and-thomas-9780143501312
https://www.penguin.com.au/books/inside-mary-elizabeths-house-9780140567113
https://www.penguin.com.au/books/the-pear-in-the-pear-tree-9780140564976
https://www.penguin.com.au/books/shhh-little-mouse-9780143503675
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Grade 5/6 News 

The grade 5/6s have been learning about flight over the past term for our inquiry. 

From our knowledge we have designed an airport in the John Evans Room and coded 

Spheros to be our planes. We have had an air traffic controller tell us when it is 

safe to taxi and to take off. Some Pilots have great skills and some may need to re-

sit their license test as pilots.  Our airport has gates where the plane parks and a 

hangar where it can be repaired. It has a terminal and an air traffic control 

tower.  

First we have had access to the iPads and played with apps to see how they have 

worked. Then we used our device to make the Sphero move by using the drive tool. 

Now we are making our Sphero smart by programming it to go where we want it to. 

It is only the beginning of our coding journey and we are excited to see where our 

exploring takes us.  
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Hi Everyone! 

These past two weeks have been very busy for everyone. The first week, we celebrated NAIDOC week by 

learning about Aboriginal symbols (all year levels) and we learnt that Aboriginals used these symbols to tell 

stories. As part of literacy, students from Foundation to Grade 4 made their own boomerang with Aboriginal 

symbols, while the Grade 5/6's made a story using the symbols. For week 2, Foundation students read the 

story of The Magic Beach and drew their own Magic Beach picture of themselves and their families. Grade 

1 and 2 continued with The Twits and drew pictures of Mrs Twit tied up with balloons along with practicing 

writing a sentence that she said in the book. Grades 3 and 4’s began reading Harry Potter and 5/6’s 

continued with their stories. 

For Drama, students in F-2 have been learning all different types of dances and songs including Milkshake, 

A Sailor Went to Sea Sea Sea, The Chicken Dance and Jingle Bells. Grades 3/4’s are continuing to rehearse 

their restaurant scenes and 5/6’s are finishing their re-enactments, ready to perform next week. All the 

grades are currently rehearsing for their end of year performance in drama as well, which will be performed 

at the very last Assembly of the year! Can’t wait! 

That is all from us, until next time...Keep Smiling! 😊 
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Friday 20th & 27th November 2020 

Name Class Award 

Christine  Prep A Christine knows that good writing begins with a capital letter, has words 
that are spaced out and ends with a full stop. 

Mia  Prep B For drawing an amazing detailed picture of a setting. Well done Mia! 

James  1/2A For all his great work during writing, especially sounding out the letters. 
Well done James. 

Hana  1/2B For explaining our reading strategy (Somebody, Wanted, But, So, 
Then) for summarising so well to her mum and sending Miss Dwyer a 
summary she completed at home! Well done Hana, I'm very impressed! 

Roble  1/2C For always working hard and being willing to help his peers in the 
classroom! Well done 

Phoenix 3/4A For typing notes on his new iPad during squizkids and being engaged 
in learning. 

Obed  3/4B For being a helpful and caring member of 3/4B and contributing to 
classroom discussions. Keep up the great work! 

Zoe  3/4C For being a helpful and hardworking student that always upholds the 
school values. Brilliant job, Zoe!!! 

Andy  5/6A For creating an awesome animated airport using Keynote. 

Seto  5/6B An amazing KeyNote presentation on Beyond the Map for 
reading. Well done!! 

Masiame  5/6C For working hard to prepare a tutorial to help the Grade 3/4 students to 
learn about iMovie. Great job! 

Tevita 3/4B Performing 
Arts 

For being a respectful and enthusiastic participant during our drama 
sessions. Excellent Work Tevita! 

Foga'a 3/4C    Literacy 
Support 

For being a fantastic learner in literacy. Well done Foga’a! 

Yahya Prep A PE For demonstrating excellent control with his dribbling during our lesson 
on basketball. 

Jordan Prep A Jordan created an entertaining puppet show of Mrs Wishy Washy and 
her farm animals. Wonderful work, Jordan. 

Ava Prep B For using conjunctions in her writing. Well done Ava, keep up the great 
work! 

Fathima 1/2A For showing excellent growth in reading and writing. Kudos to you, 
Fathima!  

Angelica 1/2B For demonstrating wonderful leadership skills during readers’ theatre 
this week, assisting other students and learning her parts. 

Cohen 1/2C Amazing work on identifying different parts of fractions in numeracy. So 
proud of you ! 

Hayley 3/4A For completing a beautiful graphic novel 
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Aydin 3/4B For being creative and working hard on perfecting his drawing skills 
when using ‘Keynote’. You have created an impressive graphic novel, 
well done! 

Danny 3/4C For working independently on creating a procedural text on keynote on 
how to use pages. Great Effort Danny!!!! 

Mustafa 5/6A For being an excellent helper when working with 3/4B on ICT programs. 
Good work! 

Tahlia  5/6B For your outstanding persuasive advertisement video on Apollo 
Bay. Thank you for your hard work! 

Charlotte 5/6C For taking risks and entertaining her audience while producing a 
tourism advertisement. 

1/2A Performing 
Arts 

For their enthusiastic energy when we do singing and dancing in class. 

1/2C    Literacy 
Support  

For being enthusiastic and engaged during our reading session of the 
Twits! It was heaps of fun! 

Sarah - 3/4B PE For excellent catching and passing during our unit on Newcomb 

 

 

 

 

 


