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NEWSLETTER

PRINCIPAL'S MESSAGE
There is an air of positivity in the school as we
head into week 9 of Term 4. Students have really
settled back into school and we are all enjoying
being back teaching and learning face to face. My
news items below include information regarding
school reports, covid safety, online safety and of
course a celebration of the work of our students.
Olivia’s section of this newsletter highlights the
incredible work that our students have been
engaged in during the last few weeks.
I am looking forward to the next few weeks organising
graduation and some end of year celebrations for the students.
Communication regarding community events will happen as
soon as the new departmental guidelines are sent through to
schools. I am hoping we will be able to have some whole school
events with parents attending. I thank you all for your
continued support in keeping our school Covid safe. Always
hoping you are healthy and happy.
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SCHOOL REPORTS / PARENT TEACHER CONFERENCES
Teachers are gathering student assessment
information to inform their report writing and they are
so pleased with the progress that has been made by
all students despite the challenges they have faced
this semester. Reports will be sent out via compass at
the beginning of Week 10 which will give parents an
opportunity to discuss any aspects of the report with
the classroom teacher before the end of term. Parents
are able to discuss the school report with their child’s
teacher in line with current health advice which will
mean over phone or Webex. When reports are
uploaded next Friday our compass booking system will
be opened to arrange these meetings.
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MOBILE PHONES AT SCHOOL
Students who choose to bring mobile phones to school must have
them switched off and securely stored during school hours. We ask
that all students who bring mobile phones to school hand them in
at the office for secure storage during the school day, the devices
can then be collected at the end of the day to take home.

CYBER SAFETY
This week I would like to alert parents to the misuse of mobile app
TikTok. I have been made aware that a number of our students use
this application and the messaging feature in TikTok. Please be
vigilant with knowing what your child is doing online to ensure
they are safe.
Purpose: TikTok is an app for creating and sharing short videos.
Users can create short music videos of 3 to 15 seconds and short
looping videos of 3 to 60 seconds. It encourages users to express
themselves creatively through video. Special effects can be added
to the videos.
Why Parents Should Be Worried: Thirteen is the minimum age, but
there isn’t a real way to validate age so anyone can download the
app. Also, parents express concern that there is a lot of
inappropriate language in the videos so it’s not appropriate for
young children. Lastly, by default, all accounts are set to public so
strangers can contact your children.
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FACEBOOK
Keep up to date with daily happenings at Ardeer South by liking
and interacting with our facebook page. Our facebook page is a
platform for us to share highlights of the school day, photos of
classroom instruction and important events on our school calendar.

COVID SAFETY
We have received extensive advice, guidance and support for
managing and responding to Covid19 in Victorian Schools. At
all times since being appointed as the principal of Ardeer
South I have strictly followed the information and adhered to
the Operating guidelines and Health and Safety measures.
Our Covid Safety Management Plan allows us to Manage safety
risks in schools in accordance with the minimum requirements
for COVIDSafe Plans, in conjunction with the School
Operations Guide, endorsed by the Victorian Chief Health
Officer.
“The COVID-19 Safety Management Plan (COVIDSafe Plan)
applies to all schools and outlines the key OHS risks and links
to the latest guidance. This document in conjunction with the
School Operations Guide sets out the approach for managing
safety risks in schools in accordance with the minimum
requirements for the COVIDSafe Plans.
I want to reassure you that we all take the Health and Safety
of staff, students and the community extremely seriously and
as we are working in a pandemic follow government guidelines
and health directives to put measures in place to keep us all
safe.
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GRADE 6 GRADUATION
Tuesday 14th December will be a special day for our Grade 6
students. They will be busy in the next few weeks preparing for
graduation and the teachers will communicate with the Grade 6
parents the events of the day.

FOUNDATION (PREP) TRANSITION SESSIONS
We are so excited to have welcomed our new prep
students last week for their very first transition
session. Prep transitions will take place again this
Friday and also Friday 3rd December and Tuesday 7th
December.

CURRICULUM MESSAGE
OLIVIA SINCLAIR-THOMSON - LEARNING SPECIALIST
CODING

At Ardeer South Primary we are very lucky to be able to offer a
one-one iPad program. iPads are highly engaging for our
students and they allow students to develop a range of
Literacy and Numeracy skills including the ability to code.
Coding or computer programming is basically the process of
telling a computer or a machine how to perform a task. It
involves writing in a language that a computer can
understand. Learning how to code computers helps students to
develop both the clarity of their writing but also their problem
solving abilities.

In Grade 5/6 these past
weeks students have as
part of a unit of work on
‘angles’ coded a “robot”
called a Sphero to move
around a maze that they
have constructed.
It has been great to see
our students having
hands-on opportunities
to develop these highly
desirable 21 st Century
skills, and best of all it’s
lots of fun!!

VISUAL ART
All classes contributed to creating this vibrant visual
arts display for the corridor. Students and teachers
were lining up today to get their pictures taken. We
can’t wait to have parents back into school to look at
the students' art work in 2022.

FOUNDATION NEWS
Students in Foundation have worked extremely hard in Maths
this fortnight focusing on learning the days of the Week.
Students even learnt a new song about the days of the week.
The classes have continued to focus on counting forwards and
backwards to and from 20 and have participated in asking
and answering yes and no questions to collect information.
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GRADE 1/2 NEWS
What a successful and productive week it has been in the 1/2 area. This
week, the students in Grade 1/2 have had opportunities to continue
developing their narrative writing pieces. The students have focused on
developing descriptive sentences to describe their character and setting.
We are super excited to publish and share our stories with you. Below are
some characters that are featured in students’ writing.
In Reading, students have explored the skill of summarising. It has been
fantastic to immerse in a range of textbooks and multimodal texts to
develop an understanding of summarising. The students have practised
recording notes on a sticky note and graphic organiser to support their
understanding of their text.
In Maths, we have practised dividing using a range of strategies such as
using concrete materials, repeated subtraction, arrays and making equal
groups. Students had opportunities to complete worded problem-solving
questions that provided students with opportunities to consolidate their
understanding.
We are also extremely excited about our upcoming excursion to the
Melbourne Museum which will be on Tuesday 7th of November 2021.
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GRADE 3/4 NEWS

The 3/4 students have been learning about punctuation and sentence
structure. They have been applying their knowledge of these areas
when writing narratives. At the beginning of the term each student
was set a punctuation goal that they needed to work on. The students
have worked so hard on their goals, and have made huge
improvements in their writing because of it. Through conferencing
with their teachers, the students have edited, re-written and improved
their stories, ensuring that they used a range of punctuation and
sentence structures. They also linked in their knowledge of descriptive
language that we focused on earlier in the year. We are very proud of
their efforts.
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GRADE 5/6 NEWS

On Tuesdays and Thursdays, we have our Leadership hour with the Grade
5’s and Graduation practice with the Grade 6’s. After lunch, the Grade 5/6
students break off into their cohorts for their respective activities.
Leadership Hour (Grade 5)
The Grade 5’s have been discussing their roles and responsibilities as
leaders for next year. As we are currently working through the process of
selecting our school leaders for 2022, the Grade 5 students have been
working to model good behaviour to the school community. This week
the Grade 5’s worked with the Foundation students to create a mind-map
about what a good leader looks like. The Foundation students had a
wonderful time working with their future leaders!
Graduation Practice (Grade 6)
As the Grade 6’s time in primary school is coming to an end, the students
have been working hard to make the rest of their time here memorable.
They have been busy preparing for their Graduation ceremony and
practising their dances for the night. We are very excited for the cohort
to perform and share this special night with their loved ones.
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PREVENTION AND MANAGEMENT OF COVID19 AT ARDEER SOUTH PRIMARY SCHOOL
As you are aware there are a lot of active covid cases in the community at the moment.
We are taking every precaution to prevent the infection and spread of Covid19 in line
with Departmental guidelines and the Ardeer South Covid Safety Plan. Unfortunately it
is going to be the case that school’s have positive cases and when we are informed of
this there are processes and steps that need to be followed.
On notification of a positive case I immediately contact the Department of Education
Emergency Management team.
Principal’s then have to undertake the following steps:
1. Complete a spreadsheet for the Department of Health (DH) to identify potential
primary close contacts (PCC) and return this to the regional office and DH.
2. Inform the potential primary close contacts with the following script
a. “We have been advised that a confirmed COVID-19 case attended our school,
and you have been identified as a potential primary close contact. You must get
tested as soon as possible then stay at home and wait for contact from the
Department of Health (DH), which may take a few days. DH will advise you on
your quarantine requirements, testing and release dates (this may take some
days). Please note that DH no longer sends clearance emails to PCCs, the
evidence of a negative PCR test at Day 6 or Day 13 (depending on your isolation
period) is sufficient for release. Families and households do not have to isolate.”
3. Inform the school’s OHS Committee and/or Health and Safety Representative about
the actions taken to respond to the confirmed positive COVID-19 case.
4. Inform staff, and community that all students, except those identified as potential
primary close contacts, can return to onsite attendance the next day (the letter to
families is given to principals to send out)

If you receive the communication on Compass of Step 4 you can be
reassured that you have NOT been identified as a primary close contact
and it is safe to be at school.

The Ardeer South Safety Management Plan (Covid Safe Plan) applies to all
Victorian government schools, and outlines some key health, safety and
wellbeing hazards that schools should plan for. It links to the strategies
described in the School Operations Guide and Health and Safety Advice for
on site schooling in the context of Covid19 issued by the Victorian Chief
Health Officer, and the central and regional supports available. A copy of
our Covid Safe Plan is available to any parent on request. The Safety
Management Plan is a prevention approach to Covid19 and in the event of
a suspected or confirmed case the covid management at schools advice
above is followed.
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STUDENT OF THE
WEEK
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Student
Name

Flynn
Tony
Meryem
Florena
Soulemane
James
Roble

Class

Prep A
Prep B

Achievement
For demonstrating the school value of respect in the
classroom by listening when others are speaking and
putting his hand up when sharing with others. Well
done Flynn!
For demonstrating the school value of effort. Tony has
continued to practice and persevere with his counting.
Tony can now confidently count forwards and
backwards from 20. Impressive work Tony!

1/2A

For demonstrating the school value of effort.
Meryem has maintained a ‘never give up’ attitude
when exploring division. This was evident during
our cookie sharing activity. Keep it up, Meryem!

1/2B

For her amazing summarising this week
using the Somebody Wanted But So Then
strategy. Well done Florena!

1/2C

For always demonstrating enthusiasm towards his learning.
Souleymane is such a respectful and positive member of our class and I
am so proud of how hard he has been working in class. He has put such
amazing effort in writing and is creating a fantastic narrative. Amazing
work Souleymane!

For your amazing KeyNote. Well done on
making a video to show how you made
your square based pyramid.

3/4A
3/4B

For always making me
laugh
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STUDENT OF THE
WEEK
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Student
Name

Emine
Aydin
Hussna

Class

Achievement

3/4C

For always putting in her best effort
and being a positive role model to her
peers.

5/6A
5/6B

Success

5/6C

Armani

PE

For showing respect to everyone, being
responsible with his belongings and putting
effort into his learning.

For demonstrating the value of effort this
week in both Spelling and Writing. Well
done Hussna.

For creating a fantastic brochure on
Ardeer South. Fantastic effort!

For your excellent play in
European handball

PAGE 02
RESPECT

RESPONSIBILITY

EFFORT

ARDEER SOUTH PRIMARY SCHOOL
FOUNDATION CLASS OF 2022
We are excited to finally be able to organise Foundation
transition sessions and orientation.
Further information for parents will be provided to your child at
their first session.
The Parent Information Session on Friday 3rd December will
allow you to ask as many questions as you like however in the
meantime you can contact the office at any time with general
enquiries.
We look forward to meeting you all at the first session!
Andrea and Svetlana

Transition Dates
Session 1 - for students only
Friday 19th Nov - 9:15- 10:30am
Andrea Markham
Principal

Session 2 - for students only
Friday 26th Nov - 9:15- 10:30am
Session 3 - for students & parents
Friday 3rd Dec - 9:15- 10:30am
Parent Information during this session.
Statewide Orientation Day - for students
Tuesday 7th December
9:15 - 10:30am

Svetlana Boja
Foundation
Team Leader
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