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NEWSLETTER 

 

                                     Respect      Responsibility      Effort                

Issue 11, Friday 23rd July 2021 

Dear Families, 

Thank you for welcoming me so warmly into your school community. I feel 

privileged to have been given the opportunity to lead your school in Term 3. 

My first impressions last week were of a warm and supportive community. I 

can assure you from my observations that your children learn in a safe, 

nurturing and caring school. 

During my first week I had opportunities to work with the leadership team 

and staff to familiarise myself with the school goals and get to know people. 

I was extremely impressed with the school student leaders who gave me a very 

informative school tour. It was nice to hear their thoughts about what makes 

Ardeer South a great school and I could easily see that the students here are 

confident, thoughtful young people who are well prepared for future success. 

Unfortunately, 4 days into the term we have faced another covid lockdown 

and a return to remote learning. With notice at 5pm on Thursday night I 

watched a dedicated team of teachers and educational support staff kick into 

action to prepare remote learning for the next day. This meant for me that my 

first assembly at Ardeer South was an online video, not how I imagined it to 

be but again I was very impressed with how our students and teachers showed 

resilience and put together a fun and informative assembly.  

 

Thank you once again to all the parents and students who have introduced 

themselves to me and made me feel very welcome. I look forward to meeting 

more of the community in the future when we return to school.  

 

Keep looking out for yourself, stay safe and keep in touch if there is anything 

we can do at school to support you during this lockdown.  

 

Some key messages from the Principal: 

 

Remote Learning 

 

I would like to thank all parents & carers for your patience over the last several 

days as the school has moved from on-site to remote learning. It was clear that 

there is a very streamlined approach to learning from home and teachers 

handled this pivot with confidence and competence. It is pleasing to see 

families and teachers working together online to ensure our students continue 

to learn despite the challenges we are all facing. I have heard Brock so many 

times “teamwork makes the dream work” and this is certainly actioned here. 

 

We look forward to continuing to work closely in partnership with parents 

over the coming days and will continue to provide any support we can for 

students and families during this challenging time. Like you, we certainly 

hope that the duration of the current lockdown doesn’t become too extended 

as we can’t wait to have our students back on-site.  

 

 

 

TERM 3        

Important Dates 

Friday 6th August - Athletics 

Carnival  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:ardeer.south.ps@education.vic.gov.au
http://www.ardeersthps.vic.edu.au/


2 | P a g e  
 

If there is anything at all we can do to support you at home with remote learning please contact the 

classroom teacher or me personally if there is a situation that the school can support you with. I will be 

onsite so please do not hesitate to ring during school hours if you need to make contact. 

 

Communication via Compass -  

 

As part of the school’s efforts to effectively communicate regularly with our community we use the Ardeer 

South Primary School Compass app.  

 

Compass allows parents to access information from the school and includes many different features, including 

the ability to: 

 

● Monitor your Childs attendance and enter absence explanations 

● Communicate with your child’s teachers 

● Download and view your child’s report 

● Keep up to date with communication posted by staff onto the schools newsfeed.  

 

We strongly encourage you to access the compass app and parent portal to keep up to date with 

communications. To log in you will require a family username and password which we will provide for you. 

Please do not hesitate to contact the office staff if you would like assistance in setting up your account.  

 

Curriculum Day - Friday 23rd July is a pre-planned curriculum day and this is a pupil free day for our school. 

Teachers will be engaging in professional learning to deepen their understanding of the Victorian Curriculum, 

working to develop a comprehensive English and Mathematics program for Semester 2 ensuring key concepts 

are covered. 

 

Welcome Lisa Pingitore - School Chaplain 

  

We welcome Lisa Pingitore to the role of school chaplain. Lisa is a qualified 

Youth Worker with years of experience working in a variety of settings. In her 

roles, Lisa has supported and advocated for young people, focusing on welfare 

and wellbeing issues. Lisa has also completed a Bachelor of Teaching at 

Melbourne University and has worked as a teacher in numerous schools and 

Victoria University.  

Lisa is employed under the National School Chaplaincy Program (NSCP). 

Despite the title a chaplain is not in a position to advocate for a particular religious 

view of belief, the role is to support general student wellbeing. 

The roles and responsibilities of chaplains in schools include: 

• providing support in areas such as student attendance, engagement and 

mental health  

• providing students with support and/or appropriate referrals in difficult situations such as during 

times of grief, or when students are facing personal or emotional challenges 

• providing pastoral care and guidance to students about values and ethical matters, referring students, 

or sourcing appropriate services to meet their needs, which may involve access to services in the 

community 

• supporting students and staff to create an environment which promotes the physical, emotional, 

social and intellectual development and wellbeing of all students  

• supporting students and staff to create an environment of cooperation and mutual respect and 

promoting an understanding of diversity within the range of cultures and relevant traditions. 
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We look forward to working with Lisa as a part of the school’s wellbeing team in the delivery of student 

wellbeing services. Lisa’s work will contribute to providing a safe, inclusive and supportive learning 

environment for all students.  

 

School Values 

Our School values are important to us.  Remember to show Respect, Be Responsible and always put in 

Effort.  

 

Andrea Markham 

Acting Principal 

 

Ardeer South Primary School is committed to child safety. We want children to be safe, happy and 

empowered. 

  
 

 

Remote Learning 5.0, hey? 

 

I want to take a quick moment to acknowledge every single person in our learning 

community for their ability to come together to support the children through these crazy 

circumstances. I know how tired we all are of these lockdowns and we all know the best 

place for our students is to learn in their classroom. Despite this, I could not be prouder of 

how our staff have gone above and beyond to support families in need through this time. 

As always, we place our focus on student welfare through these times and it is through this 

lens that we have been able to identify and provide support to those who truly need it. 

 

If you are doing it particularly tough, please let someone at the school know. By keeping 

us in the loop and maintaining a dialogue between home and school, we can make sure 

that we are doing everything we can to help our students come through this tough period 

successfully. In the past week, I have been particularly impressed with the level of 

engagement that we have seen in the remote learning classes and I know that our 

students have appreciated the devices provided to them to access their teachers for 

support with their learning. 

 

Parents, as I’ve said every lockdown, please make sure you are not being too hard on 

yourself. I’ve spoken to several families this week and my message has been consistent – 

do what you can to take care of yourself and your children through this time. Though we 

are working hard to provide a thorough learning program, we understand that not every 

child has the ideal environment or support at home to complete all of their work.  

 

We know that juggling family responsibilities with work, care giving and commitments at 

the same time can become impossible. I can speak firsthand about the difficulties of 

trying to keep my young daughter busy while I work from home, but I can’t imagine the 

challenges families with multiple responsibilities such as this face. What matters is that you 
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take care of yourself and that you reach out if the school can do anything to support you. 

I know that the parents in this community will be doing everything they can to support 

their children and at the end of the day, you can’t ask for much more than that.  

 

Hopefully, this doesn’t drag on for too much longer and this school can be filled with 

laughter and smiles again. It is eerily quiet at the moment, which doesn’t at all feel right 

for a primary school! Regardless, we will keep you posted as any news emerges. Though 

we generally find out lockdown details at the same time as you all do, I know that our 

staff are capable of adjusting quickly to whatever circumstances present themselves as 

we strive to best support the children. 

 

Keep Smiling, 

 

Brock Wilson 

Assistant Principal 

 

 

 

We have missed the faces and smiles of our youngest 

students in the school. We hope to have everyone back on 

site very soon. Until then, we look forward to seeing 

everyone’s smiling faces on Webex on Monday and their 

amazing work uploaded onto Showbie. 

 

Svetlana & Sylvana 
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It has been a very busy and exciting 

two weeks in the 1/2 cohort. We have 

just commenced our new unit that 

focuses on healthy eating and 

investigating the different food groups.  

 

It has been fantastic to see students 

investigate and explore using iPads. It 

has been interesting researching the 

various benefits of each food group.  

 

In mathematics, we have started our unit on chance. We have been exploring many 

different situations and placing them on a chance continuum. We have been practising 

our reasoning skills by providing justifications as to why certain events 'won't 

happen', 'might happen' and 'will happen'. 

 

In week two, we were back to online learning. The students have once again done 

such an outstanding job transitioning to online learning. It has been amazing to see all 

their happy faces on Webex this week. The work everyone has produced within their 

little learners reading groups, writing, maths, and wellbeing have been sensational. 

We are so proud. 

 

We look forward to another exciting and engaging week of learning. We thank you all 

for your support.  
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3/4 COHORT 
 

The 3/4 students have once again shown how 
dedicated they are to their schooling and have 
adjusted to another round of remote learning 
with ease. We are learning about design this 
term, in particular the design of bridges. 

During remote learning, the students have been challenged 
with researching a bridge and building a model of that bridge. 
They have risen to the challenge and we have seen some 
fantastic results! 
Keep up the 
great work 3/4’s.             
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While they’d all much rather be at school learning alongside their friends, our Grade 5/6 

students have again shown great resilience and motivation during this Home Learning 

period. 

We’d like to congratulate them for getting organised each morning and joining Webex 

meetings, as well as regularly submitting work through Showbie. Of course, we’d like to 

thank the parents and carers who also make this possible each day. 

One of the tasks for 5/6 students was to take photos of their surroundings and experiment 

with different filters and perspectives . . . it was also a way of getting them outside and into 

the fresh air! 

Here are some examples that were taken by our wonderfully creative students . . .  
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Friday 16th & 23rd July 2021 

 
Name Class Achievement  

Flynn Prep A Spectacular effort demonstrating writing a sentence using a capital 
letter and full stop. 

Bianca Prep B For an amazing effort during her writing using her letter and sound 
knowledge to spell unknown words. Fantastic !! 

Repaio 1/2A For demonstrating the school value of effort. Repaio worked 
collaboratively with Mia to complete a keynote that displayed 
information about food. Magnificent work, Repaio! 

Jesse 1/2B For his amazing work on the iPads this week - Jesse discovered that 
he could use a search engine to find out what kinds of food belong to 
the protein category, once he learned which foods, he used the 
keynote search tool to find matching pictures for his presentation. Well 
done Jesse! 

Fajar 1/2C For showing fantastic effort during our integrated studies unit. She is 
such a motivated and enthusiastic learner. I am so proud of all of your 
hard work. Amazing job Fajar! 

Angelica 3/4A For being persistent, well done on doing your best on difficult division 
problems and not giving up. 

Humaira 3/4B For engaging in reading lessons and enthusiastically completing the 
tasks. 

Waleed 3/4C For being a respectful and hardworking student, who has returned to 
school engaged, determined and highly motivated. Keep up the 
amazing work! 

Jacob 5/6A For participating enthusiastically each morning and always wanting to 
help during Morning Circle 

Harry 5/6B For a positive start to Term 3 

Jana 5/6C For an excellent start to the term and putting in extended efforts into all 
of her subjects. 

Poasi Tutoring For his commitment to reading his Just Right Book. Well Done Poasi. 

 
 

  

Manegbe Prep A Displaying the school values of effort during the Little Learners Love 
Literacy program. Congratulations Manegbe! 

Amos Prep B Showing the school value of Effort. Amos has an enthusiastic attitude 
towards all aspects of his work. Well done ! 
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Purvika  1/2A For demonstrating the school value of effort. Purvika attended all 
scheduled WebEx meetings and submitted work that was to a high 
standard. Her research on fruits and vegetables was a standout. Great 
work, Purvka! 

The whole 
class 

1/2B For being resilient and continuing to learn and log into different WebEx 
links during Ms Dwyer’s absence. Very impressed and proud of you all. 

John 1/2C For his effort and respect during remote learning. He has worked 
extremely hard within his writing and I have loved seeing all of the 
amazing work he has produced. Well done John! 

Ridwan  3/4A For your extensive knowledge in our reading WebEx, thank you for 
sharing your thoughts and screen during our small group WebEx!! 

Noah  3/4B For adjusting his thinking about his maths tasks and approaching 
division problems with a positive attitude. Keep up the awesome work, 
Noah! 

Angelo 3/4C For his dedication and hard work during remote learning. Angelo was 
able to film a screen recording, displaying his understanding of 
identifying and placing words on the ‘Register Continuum’.  Well done! 

Thomas  5/6A For showing great effort in Maths and explaining his understanding of 
fractions during his group Webex. 

Aslan  5/6B For working independently on his fractions knowledge - 18 activities 
completed in Matific this week! Well done! 

Zahra  5/6C For creating a fantastic video explanation on the text ‘Beneath the 
Surface’. Well done! 

Uriah 1/2C PE For doing excellent work during on site remote learning 

Ryan Le  Tutoring For his commitment to Remote Learning and logging on to Tutoring 
sessions. Well Done, Ryan. 

 
 
 


