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NEWSLETTER 

 

                                     Respect      Responsibility      Effort                

Issue 2 Friday 21st February 2020 

Dear Ardeer South families, 

I hope you enjoyed the class newsletters that were sent home last week. This fortnight 

newsletter is jammed packed with lots of information.  Grab a cuppa and catch up on school 

activities! 

 

Visit to Obed at The Royal Children’s Hospital 

On Tuesday I had the opportunity to visit Obed at the Royal Children's Hospital. It was 

lovely to see him. He was very appreciative of the cards written by students as well as the 

Lego and Books provided by the school. We continue to wish him a speedy recovery and 

can't wait to see him back at school.  

 

I also want to take a moment to say what an amazing facility the Royal Children’s Hospital is 

for all kids. The care and support offered to Obed during his stay with the hospital has been 

outstanding. Each year as Easter approaches the hospital raises money through the Good 

Friday Appeal. The school will be taking the opportunity to raise funds to donate to this 

appeal this year. Further to this, I have just enrolled myself into the ‘Run for Kids’ on Sunday 

29th March to complete the 15km course! As my way of donating some additional funds back 

in to this amazing facility. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Interschool Sports  

 21st Feb – Sunshine 

Heights Primary 

(Away) 

 28th Feb – Our Lady’s 

Primary (Away)  

Important Dates  

 25th February – 

Parents and Friends 

Morning Tea 

 14th March – School 

Working Bee 

 4th March - Student 

Free Day  

 9th March – Labour day 

(Public Holiday)  

 18th March – School 

Photos  

 

 

 

mailto:ardeer.south.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
http://www.ardeersthps.vic.edu.au/
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School Banking 

Every Wednesday we require another parent to support our student 

school banking program from 8:45am to 9:45am. If we are unable to 

find another parent to support this, we will unfortunately have to stop it 

from occurring until we are able to have parents overseeing this 

program. 
 

 

Student Leaders 2020 

Congratulations to our new year 6 

Student Leaders.  Congratulations to 

Liana and Abhi for being selected as 

School Captains. These students along 

with our House Captains and Junior 

School Council, will have the 

responsibility to represent our school on 

many occasion over the year and we 

know they are up for the job! 

 

School Assembly 

We hold assembly every Friday afternoon @ 2:45pm in the John Evans Room.   

This is a great opportunity to listen to weekly announcements as well as celebrate student 

achievements. 

 

Retirement of Mrs Nellie Barbuto 

Mrs Nellie Barbuto is a long-standing teacher of Ardeer South Primary School has decided to retire at the beginning of Term 2.  

This week Nellie has spoken with me about her time in education, her passion for teaching and her love of teaching Italian. Her 

decision to retire was certainly not an easy one, however, she believes that the time is right. She is very much looking forward to 

spending more time with her family and travelling. Nellie will certainly be remembered for her impact on student learning in the area 

of Italian. On behalf of the school, I would like to thank Nellie for her commitment to Ardeer South Primary School. As the term 

comes to an end, we will take an opportunity to recognise Nellie at a whole school assembly. 

 

2020 – Working Bee – Saturday 14th March 2020 – DATE CHANGE 

It has been bought to our attention that the scheduled Working Bee was on a long weekend and some parents were unable to 

attend. Therefore, we have moved the Working Bee to the following week – Saturday 14th March at 9am. The School Council 

Buildings and Grounds Sub Committee would like to invite our families to this Working Bee. This will be great opportunity for our 

school families to meet each other whilst taking some time to clean and neaten the school.  If you are able to attend the day, 

please feel welcome to bring along any personal tools that may support the beautification of the school e.g. broom, blowers, rakes, 

etc.  We will meet at 9am on the asphalt area to complete our OHS induction and provide details of jobs to be completed around 

the school. We will also be firing up the BBQ! 

 

Canteen NEWS! 

This week School Council had the pleasure of listening to a canteen provider discuss what they can bring to Ardeer South Primary 

School. We are pleased to announce that School Council will be now be working with the provider to further discuss a potential 

canteen menu in the hope that we can make provision for a canteen at the beginning of Term 2.  As we receive more information, I 

will keep the community informed. 

 

Curriculum Day 

On Wednesday 4th March, we will be having a school Curriculum Day. Teachers will be involved in two sessions on the day. The first 

professional learning opportunity will be on Literacy and enhancing the school approach to teaching reading.  This will be delivered 

by our Literacy Consultant – Vivian.  The second part of the day will see representatives from the Department of Education delivering 

information on Cultural Learning and Koorie education. This is a student free day & no children are to attend school on Wednesday 

4th March.  
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No Smoking 

Smoking is banned in all school grounds and within 4m of school boundaries. This is the policy of the Department of Education. 

This ban applies to all staff, parents and visitors on a twenty-four hour basis. The School Council appreciates the difficulty this 

places upon people who smoke but asks for your cooperation in maximizing our community health and wellbeing.  Further to this, 

we ask that parents do not smoke where students are exiting the school grounds or along paths around the school grounds.  Thank 

you in advance for your cooperation. 

 

Meet and Greet 

Thank you to all the parents who were able to make time this week to meet with classroom teachers.  We certainly value this time 

to develop our connection and partnership with parents to work towards the best learning opportunities for students. 

 

Students Late to School 

A punctual start to the school day allows the teacher and students to make the most of the learning day. Whilst 10 – 15 minutes 

may not seem much, a student who is late each day will miss between 34 and 51 hours of instruction time in one year. 

Parents are strongly urged to make all efforts to ensure their child/children are at school ready for the start of class at 8:45am.  Any 

student who arrives at school after 8:45am must come to the office and collect a ‘Late Pass’ and be signed in via the kiosk in the 

office. 

 

Mobile Phones at School 

All students must follow the school policy on mobile phone use and leave their phones at the office when they arrive at school and 

collect them at home time. Students who use mobile phones at school will have them confiscated and parents will be required to 

come to the school to collect them. This is in alignment with the Department of Education state-wide policy introduction this year. 

 

Corona Virus 

The Commonwealth has announced that the travel restrictions for foreign nationals travelling to Australia from mainland China 

have been extended for a further week, and will now remain in place until 22 February. 

These restrictions will be reviewed in a week’s time. 

There are no changes to the existing advice regarding anyone who has returned from mainland China – that 

parents/guardians/carers should ensure that any child returning from mainland China (not including Hong Kong, Macau and 

Taiwan) on or after 1 February 2020 is isolated at home and should not attend school until 14 days after they were last in mainland 

China. All students, except those in the categories identified by the Commonwealth’s Chief Medical Officer and Victoria’s Chief 

Health Officer as requiring self-isolation, should be attending school. 

 

Supervision of Pupils Before / After School 

The school grounds are supervised by teachers between 8:30am and 8.45 and children may be left by parents from 8.30am 

onwards and supervised at 3:15pm to 3:30pm after school. Please be prompt in collecting your child following dismissal of school, 

as the grounds are unsupervised before and after the above mentioned times.  

 

Numeracy tips for home 

Regardless of numeracy abilities, concrete materials are a great method for tracking counting. Encourage finger counting! Fingers 

are the best portable and free concrete material that is always available. 

Dust off the board games and grab a deck of cards to re-launch Family Games Night where Snakes and Ladders, Dominoes and 

the myriad of Card Games will not only boost numeracy outcomes but boost family connectedness and wellbeing.   

 

Dogs in the school 

The school grounds remain a dog free area. If you’re bringing your dogs to school for drop off or pick up can you leave your dog 

tied up outside the school grounds. Dogs must also be on a short leash. Not all children are comfortable with dogs and we must 

ensure that they feel safe on school grounds. Your cooperation on this matter would be appreciated. 

 

Head Lice 

Parents are encouraged to take the time to check their child’s hair on a regular basis for any signs of head lice.  If your child does 

have head lice, please treat their hair before returning them back to school.   
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Cars Parking on Joan Street 

This week I have been informed by Brimbank Council that parking restrictions will be put in place in Joan Street. There will be ‘No 

Stopping’ (on the South Side) anytime parking restriction, commencing at the intersection kerb lines of Joan and Nina Street.  

There will also be a ‘No Stopping’ 8:00am – 9:00am and 3:00pm – 4:00pm School Days’ parking restriction between Nina and 

Allison Street (South Side). I have provided a map to support this new parking restriction. Parents are encouraged to be familiar 

with all signage around the school to avoid any unnecessary fines. 

 
 

SCHOOL COUNCIL ELECTIONS 2020 

Would you like to be a member of our School Council? 

Nominations are now open for 4 parent vacancies and 1 DET employee member vacancies on our School Council. 

If you parent or DET employee committed to enhancing the educational outcomes for all of our students, or know someone who is, 

we would love to hear from you. 

Nominations close at 4pm on Friday 28th February 2020.   

Nomination and Self-Nomination forms for both categories are available from our school reception. 

A Victorian government School Council is comprised of parents, the principal, staff and sometimes community members. The 

School Council assists in setting the educational policy of a school.  

To be a part of the council you don’t need any particular qualifications or experience.  We welcome a range of expertise to 

contribute to improving the outcomes for all. 

Elections to School Council positions are completed by the end of March each year. All parents or guardians of students enrolled at 

the school are eligible to vote for candidates wanting to participate on the school council. 

Following the closing of nominations a list of the nominations received will be posted at the school.  

 

The terms of office, membership categories and number of positions in each membership category open for election are as follows: 

Membership category: Parent member  

Number of positions: 4 

Term of office: From the day after the date of the declaration of the poll in 2020 to and inclusive of the date of the declaration of the 

poll in 2022 

 

Membership category: DET employee member 

Number of positions: 1 

Term of office: From the day after the date of the declaration of the poll in 2020 to and inclusive of the date of the declaration of the 

poll in 2022 
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If the number of nominations is less than the number of vacancies, a notice to that effect and calling for further nominations will be 

posted in a prominent position at the school. 

  

 School Council Election Process and Timetable 2020 

1. Notice of election and call for nominations Wednesday 19th February 2020  

2. Closing date for nominations 4pm on Friday 28th February 2020. 

3. Date by which the list of candidates and nominators will be posted Tuesday 3rd March 2020  

4. Date by which ballot papers will be prepared and distributed on or before Friday 6th March 2020 (if required)  

5. Close of ballot Thursday 12th March 2020 at 4pm. 

6. Vote count Friday 13th March 2020 at 9:00am.  

7. Declaration of poll Friday 13th March 2020. 

8. ‘First Council’ meeting to elect office bearers Monday 16th March @ 3:45pm (Also date of next School Council Meeting)  

 

School Council Elections - Information for Parents 

WHAT IS A SCHOOL COUNCIL AND WHAT DOES IT DO? 

All government schools in Victoria have a school council. They are legally constituted bodies that are given powers to set the key 

directions of a school within state-wide guidelines. In doing this, a school council is able to directly influence the quality of 

education that the school provides for its students. 

  

Who is on the school council? 

For most school councils, there are three possible categories of membership: 

• A mandated elected Parent category – more than one-third of the total members must be from this category. Department of 

Education and Training (DET) employees can be Parent members at their child's school as long as they are not engaged in work at 

the school. 

• A mandated elected DET employee category – members of this category may make up no more than one-third of the total 

membership of school council. The principal of the school is automatically one of these members. 

• An optional Community member category – members are co-opted by a decision of the council because of their special skills, 

interests or experiences. Department employees are not eligible to be Community members. 

Generally, the term of office for all members is two years. The term of office of half the members expires each year, creating 

vacancies for the annual school council elections. 

  

WHY IS PARENT MEMBERSHIP SO IMPORTANT? 

Parents on school councils provide important viewpoints and have valuable skills that can help shape the direction of the school. 

Those parents who become active on a school council find their involvement satisfying and may also find that their children feel a 

greater sense of belonging. 

  

DO I NEED SPECIAL EXPERIENCE TO BE ON SCHOOL COUNCIL? 

Each member brings their own valuable life skills and knowledge to the role. Councillors may need to develop skills and acquire 

knowledge in areas that are unfamiliar to them.  What you do need is an interest in your child's school and the desire to work in 

partnership with others to help shape the school's future. 

  

HOW CAN YOU BECOME INVOLVED? 

The most obvious way is to vote in the elections, which are held in Term one each year. However, ballots are only held if more 

people nominate as candidates than there are positions vacant. 

In view of this, you might consider 

• standing for election as a member of the school council 

• encouraging another person to stand for election. 

  

  

WHAT DO YOU NEED TO DO TO STAND FOR ELECTION? 

The principal will issue a Notice of Election and Call for Nominations following the commencement of Term one each year. All 

school council elections must be completed by the end of March unless the usual time line has been varied by the Minister. 

If you decide to stand for election, you can arrange for someone to nominate you as a candidate or you can nominate yourself in 

the Parent category. 
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Department employees whose child is enrolled in a school in which they are not engaged in work are eligible to nominate for parent 

membership of the school council at that school. 

Once the nomination form is completed, return it to the principal within the time stated on the Notice of Election. 

Generally, if there are more nominations received than there are vacancies on council, a ballot will be conducted during the two 

weeks after the call for nominations has closed. 

  

REMEMBER 

• Ask at the school for help if you would like to stand for election and are not sure what to do 

• Consider standing for election to council this year 

• Be sure to vote in the elections. 

Contact the principal, Stuart Telford, for further information on 93632768 

 

Census – Friday 28th February 

We have our annual census on Friday 28th February 2020. On this day the Department of Education collect information about our 
enrolment population. School attendance is important on this day, as it is every day. If you child is absent on this day, it is 
imperative that the school is notified of their absence. 

 

Classroom helpers 

We value the home-school partnership to support student learning. One way to increase this partnership is by having parents 

volunteering in classrooms to support student learning. We certainly see this as an opportunity for parents to engage and help with 

small groups of students. Parents are encouraged to speak with classroom teachers if they are interested in assisting in the 

classrooms. Teachers would be very happy to add you to their weekly timetable to support the classroom programs. 

 

Working with Children Check  

Parents or Carers volunteers in our school need to be thanked, I acknowledge their support of our school and the efforts they put 

into making our school the best it can be for our students. Whilst we love having parents in partnership with our school it is 

essential that everyone who volunteers in our school for whatever reason, including parent volunteers, have the appropriate 

working with children and volunteer checks. I thank all parents/carers for their support and understanding of this procedure.  We 

simply ask that you provide a copy of your current working with children check at the office so that we can keep a copy on file. If 

you haven’t got a Working with Children Check completed, please go to https://www.workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au/ to complete 

the online details. 

 

School Values 

Our School values are important to us.  Remember to Respect, Be Responsible and always put in Effort.  

 

Stuart Telford 

Principal 

 

Ardeer South Primary School is committed to child safety. We want children to be safe, happy and empowered. 

  

 

Ardeer South Primary School is committed to child safety. We want children to be safe, 

happy and empowered. 
 

 

https://www.workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au/
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Prep News 

It’s been a fabulous start to school life for our preps and they have settled into 

school life. 

We have been working hard with our 100 days of prep number activities and each 

day the preps are enjoying the counting activities that we do and they are 

improving their counting skills as well. 

We only have two weeks left of Mathematics and Literacy testing on Wednesdays and then the students 

will be full time, five days a week.   

Make sure you have a look at our fabulous photo display near the Italian Room 

Parent Helpers  

We have new Take Home Books to cover and stamp for our class rooms. We would 

really appreciate any help from our parents to get this done. Please see your teacher or Sallie Sabey if you 

are interested in helping.  

Reminder about our Parents and Friends Morning Tea 

As mentioned at the end of Term 4 last year the Parents and Friends Sub Committee will be establishing a 

‘Parents and Friends Morning Tea’. The first session will be held on Tuesday the 25th of February and will run 

from 8:45am until 10am in the John Evans Room. Morning tea will be provided on this day.    

All Parents and young children are welcome and encouraged to attend. There will be a play area set up for 

the children so Parents will have the chance to get to know each other through conversations and 

interactions. It will also be a great opportunity for Parents who are new to our School Community to ask 

questions and learn about the events and daily on goings within ASPS. 

Hopefully these Morning Teas will become a regular part of ASPS. We will also be looking at ways to include 

those Parents who are unable to make it during School hours. Possibly by alternating between mornings and 

evenings. This will be an exciting way to bring all ASPS Families within our School Community together. 

Save the Date – School Working Bee (Saturday 14th March, 2020 at 9am) 

After last year’s successful School Working Bee, the School Councils Building and Grounds Sub Committee 

have decided to organise another day where families within our School Community can come together and 

help support our School. 

There will be various jobs on the day where Parents can work together to complete.  One major task will be 

to try and remove a tree stump and repair a garden bed. Other various jobs will include sweeping, weeding, 

picking up rubbish etc.  

The generous donations made by Sunshine Bunnings last year gave the School some necessary equipment 

for works to be carried out. However, if Parents have any equipment that they can bring in on the day to 

assist with these works it would be greatly appreciated. Items to consider are shovels, brooms, chainsaws, 

crowbars etc. 

Anyone who has the time and would like to help support our School and Community please come down to 

our Working Bee on Saturday 14th March at 9am. It will also be great way to meet and talk to other Parents 

so hope to see you there! Further information can be found on the School’s Facebook Page. 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=&view=detailv2&id=C406E121408135DBF3BFFFB2D1268661B6010A84&ccid=AuX9cTUZ&iss=fav&FORM=SVIM01&idpview=singleimage&mediaurl=https%253a%252f%252fi.ytimg.com%252fvi%252fWG0lDn4itY4%252fmaxresdefault.jpg&expw=1280&exph=720&thid=OIP.AuX9cTUZiytGMajxMRZoogHaEK
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Friday 7th & 14th February 

Name Class Award 

Francesco 
Mazzola 

Prep A Displays fabulous leadership skills in the classroom. 

Yahya Ismail  Prep A Knows all of his upper and lower case letters  

Makula Dramay Prep B For always playing nice with her friends in the classroom and outside. 

Shaheer Farooq Prep B For knowing all his numbers up to 10. Well done! 

John Nguyen 1/2A Starting the year with a fantastic effort in all aspects of his learning 

Henry  
Eliepa  

1/2 B For always being cooperative and contributing fantastic ideas 

Ashley  
Bates  

1/2 B For being a kind and supportive friend  

 Mahmoud 
Mohamed  

 1/2C  For always participating in whole class discussions 

 Athan Enano   1/2C For always working hard and trying his best 

Latrell (LJ) Tofilau 3/4 A For working well with Myle 

Phoenix 
Polendakis 

3/4 A For making a great start to 2020 

Mohamed Habab 3/4B For his hard work and persistence within the classroom, keep it up! 

Jacob Hobson 3/4B For being engaged within the classroom and contributing actively to discussions.  

Maiden Galise 5/6B Collaboration with partner in discussion time, well done.  

Razia Hussaini 5/6A Showing great problem-solving skills and working collaboratively in teams.  

Ava Hobson 5/6B Collaboration with partner in discussion time, well done. 

J’Alyana Fale 
Bourke 

5/6B Honesty in your writing reflection, thank you.  

Sam Singhal 5/6C For showing responsibility by cleaning the classroom without being asked. 

Charlotte Suvada 5/6C For being a great friend and supportive member of the class. 

Tiffany Chen Prep A Working well in the classroom 

Vanessa Setiu Prep A Following instructions in the classroom  

Hana Mustafa Prep B Always doing her work and staying on task 

Ha-Anh Nguyen Prep B Always following instructions in the classroom. Well Done! 

Souleymane 
Sackor 

1/2A For trying his best in all learning areas. Keep it up, Souleymane 

Raiden Pham 1/2A For always trying his best is all learning areas. Keep it up, Raiden. 
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Cleo Limco 1/2 B For consistently demonstrating her school values and modelling her Big 5 during 
all mat sessions  

Manoah Baro 1/2B For being a positive classroom member and volunteering to share ideas and assist 
with reading aloud to the whole class confidently 

Beniam Welelan 1/2C For always being a kind friend and his fantastic sharing. 

Irene 
Kanongata’a 

1/2C For her beautiful handwriting and presentation of work. 

Emine 
Aakmandor 

3/4 A For spelling the word permeate even though she didn’t know she could! 

Poasi Taufa 3/4 A For persisting with his work even when he didn’t want to.   

Kaan Guvenbas 3/4 B For working independently and focusing on his work, well done! 

Aslan Mustafa 3/4 B For always contributing actively to classroom discussions and being dedicated with 
his work 

Tina Nguyen 3/4C Excellent focus during all her tasks and working to the best of her ability at all 
times. 

Noah Landolac 
 

3/4  C Being organised and motivated, showing excellent effort on all of his tasks. 

Rylan Livingstone  3/4C Being a happy class member and demonstrating excellent effort on his tasks 

Ryan Nguyen  5/6 A For working hard and always giving everything a go. 

Samui Tyrell  5/6 A For showing great leadership qualities and being a great team player 

Ahmed Adem 
Idris 

 
5/6B 

Your kindness and consideration towards your buddy. 

Katrina Phung 5/6B Your problem solving in Numeracy. Well done! 

Solomon 
Ratulevu 

5/6C Always displaying a positive attitude and big smile. 

Tina Tang 5/6C Staying focused and ignoring distractions. 

 

 

 

 

 


