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NEWSLETTER 

 

                                     Respect      Responsibility      Effort                

Issue 13, Friday 20th August 2021 

Dear Families, 

Once again I write this newsletter in a time of lockdown and remote learning when I thought we 
would be back at school. Once again I congratulate you all on the incredible job we are doing as a 
school community to support our students to keep engaged in their learning despite the continual 
disappointments of ongoing lockdowns.  

Remote Learning - I have noticed in the past week that we are all experiencing an increasing 
amount of pressure and high levels of anxiety with the news of the extended lockdown. I have 
spoken to a number of parents feeling anxious, stressed and overwhelmed. I know I cannot do a lot 
to assist what is going on in homes but I am always happy to listen and chat and will seek to offer 
you options of support.  

World News - Along with the stresses of lockdown the evolving situation in Afghanistan is incredibly 
concerning for many people, including some of our families. Children, young people and families of 
refugee backgrounds from Afghanistan now living in Victoria are currently experiencing distress and 
trauma. If there are any families with a home language of Pashto or Dari or Hazaragi and/or are 
from Afghanistan, please reach out if you are experiencing high levels of distress and would like to 
discuss any welfare concerns you may have for yourself or your children. 

Book Week - Next week across Australia schools celebrate book week. During this time we will be 
sharing with our students books from Australian children’s authors and illustrators. We will be 
reading, writing and creating during the literacy learning sessions. Keep a look out in your mail boxes 
for a special delivery - a competition and some craft activities you can do at home. We will be holding 
a special book week online parade next Friday. Students will get the chance to dress up at home 
with the theme being Cute or Not Cute, inspired by the book Not Cute by Author and Illustrator Philip 
Bunting.  

Wellbeing - Now more than ever we need to focus on our own mental health and wellbeing as 
adults. Here are 4 tips that may help you with parenting during Covid19, remote learning and working 
from home.  

1. Be Kind to yourself. Realise that some days will be harder than others.  

2. Take the pressure off yourself with what can be realistically achieved. Your children’s learning will 
not suffer from missing a few lessons if you are finding it hard to juggle working yourself and remote 
learning. Set smaller goals for your child if they are having a hard day becoming motivated to do 
their learning activities. 

3. Find ways to connect with others. Ring a friend, facetime family or just let the kids chat with their 
friends online. The teachers are opening the WebEx meetings a little bit earlier so that students can 
connect with each other more. Reach out to us if you feel you need to talk to someone, we can often 
share useful tips and resources for coping. 

4. Be physically active. Try to find some fun in every day at home with your children, make good use 
of the improving weather to get outside and get some fresh air and look for ways to move your body. 
Dance, walk, play ball, skip or run.  You will never regret exercising once it is done.  
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So in summary, take care of yourself mentally and physically, lower your expectations so you don't 
place unnecessary pressure on yourself or your children and stay connected.  
 
Stay safe, 
 
Andrea Markham 
Acting Principal  
 
 

 

 

 

Junior School Assembly – Friday 13th August 
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Dear Families, 

It has been a strange old fortnight, that’s for sure.  

Well done to you all for hanging in there through this extended lockdown period. It’s certainly not 
easy handling the pressure of juggling multiple responsibilities at once from home and it seems like 
everyone has unique challenges through this pandemic. For me, with a young child and a pregnant 
wife at home, I understand the feeling of wearing too many hats at once. Being a Dad, an Assistant 
Principal and a husband can often pull me in different directions and my nearly two-year-old 
daughter doesn’t particularly care that I have important meetings when I’ve worked from home! 
Having spoken to many parents this week, I can see that this lockdown is starting to become 
overwhelming for some and I’ve also noticed some families that are putting tremendous pressure 
on themselves to carry out all their responsibilities to their usual high standard. Please try to be 
kinder to yourself and others through what is a tough time for everyone. One consistent theme I see 
from our parents, children and staff is that absolutely everyone is doing the best that they can as we 
attempt to make the most of less than ideal circumstances.  

As always, our children have been fantastic. Despite the challenges, we continue to see smiling 
faces and an enthusiasm towards learning. As this lockdown continues, our teachers have been in 
a constant dialogue about how we can maintain this momentum and continue to engage the students 
with meaningful learning in a manner that gets them excited to log on each day. With Book Week 
next week, much of the work will involve building a love of reading in our community and supporting 
children to express themselves in creative ways. You can support this process by reading with your 
child and discussing the work they are doing within their WebEx sessions regularly. 

Finally, if you hop onto Compass you will see a post from me about our Parent/Caregiver/Guardian 
Opinion Survey. This survey is conducted by the Department of Education and Training each year 
and helps us to understand what we are doing well and where we need to focus our attention next. 
If you have some time, please take a moment to complete this survey so that we get a varied 
perspective on the goals we need to set for ourselves moving into 2022. 

 

That’s all from me for another fortnight of remote learning.  

 

Please stay safe and be kind to each other, 

 

Brock Wilson 

Assistant Principal 
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Students in Foundation have been busy little bees as remote learning continues. 

Students are working hard each day logging into WebEx for a check in with 

their teacher and an opportunity to take part in class discussions. As well as 

daily Reading and Writing tasks, students were asked to create a face using 

fruit and a picture using items from the garden. 
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1/2 NEWS 
 

The 1/2’s have been extremely busy during this week of remote learning. Our week started with a 
fabulous virtual art excursion. It was amazing to see students show off their creativity during the 
drawing tasks. We all loved the learning experience. 
 
Students have also been working in their reading groups, accessing their texts online. We are so 
proud of students and family's flexibility during remote learning. The work being produced, and the 
engagement of students has been fantastic to see. In writing we have been continuing our focus on 
procedure text, students have taken part in jigsaw activities and focusing on functional grammar. We 
can’t wait for you all to see how finished procedures in the upcoming weeks. 
 
In mathematics we have been continuing our focus on analysing data and investigating the features 
of bar graphs. Students have done a sensational job comparing and using various strategies to solve 
and investigate.  
 
We have also been problem solvers through wellbeing by identifying strategies to overcome 
challenges. We are so proud of our resilient and enthusiastic learners in the year level. 
 
We love seeing all of your smiling faces on WebEx and look forward to another week of learning, 
while class activities, themed Webex’ sand celebrating student success. Thank you to the amazing 
students and families of 1/2 for their incredible efforts. 
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Grade 5/6 News 

Hello 

Talofa  

Malo e lelei 

Xin Chao 

Assalamu Alaikum 

————————————————— 

The 5/6 cohort have been working extremely hard through remote learning. Their 

independence and perseverance through this time has been admirable! 

There is so much to celebrate in terms of their work ethic and contributions. We love 

seeing the high-quality of work they have been producing. 

Maths 

In maths students have been working on their problem-solving strategies. These strategies 

include: make a table, working backwards, act-it-out, and guess and check. 

Reading 

In reading the students have been working on the features of non-fiction texts. They have 

been analysing text features such as verbs, adjectives and conjunctions. It has been great 

to see the students engaging in small-groups to identity these key features! 

 

 

Writing 

We have seen some amazing work produced in writing. The students were given a task 

where they had to choose a problem affecting our world, do some research and create 

a digital-text on it through Keynote. Here are some amazing 

examples below:  

 

Coming Up 

Animal Adaptations Virtual Excursion  

On the 24th of August we are having a special guest to teach our 

5/6 students about animal adaptations. This will take place via 

WebEx from 9:30am - 10:30am. A link will be sent out closer to the 

day. We hope to see everyone there! 

 

Vanessa 5/6C Athena 5/6B 
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Friday 13th & 20th August 2021 

 
Name Class Achievement  

Muhammed Prep A For being a keen and active participant during remote learning! Keep 
up the great work Muhammed! 

Isabella Prep B For demonstrating the school value of effort during remote learning and 
uploading your work onto Showbie. Well done Isabella !! 

Meryem 1/2A For demonstrating the school value of responsibility. Meryem has 
attended all WebEx meetings and regularly uploads work to Showbie. 
Keep up the sensational work! 

Nelisha 1/2B For being an absolute super-star logging into all her links 
independently, actively participating in WebEx from school, completing 
her learning tasks and uploading all her work on to Showbie. 

Joy 1/2C For showing the school value of effort during this week’s remote 
learning. Joy always comes to our morning meeting with a big smile on 
her face and I am so impressed by her beautiful listening and respect. 
Amazing job Joy! 

Alex 3/4A For your effective note taking in remote learning for reading. Well done 
for identifying cause/effect in an explanation text. 

Vivian 3/4B For being an active participant in her small group WebEx and building 
her understanding of decimals. 

Christina 3/4B For being an active participant in her small group WebEx and building 
her understanding of decimals. 

Jessica 3/4B For being an active participant in her small group WebEx and building 
her understanding of decimals. 

Emine 3/4C For being an enthusiastic student throughout Remote Learning and 
being willing to share her thoughts and ideas. Keep it up! 

Andy 5/6A For always having a positive attitude to life and sharing his sense of 
humour with everyone. 

Nasra 5/6B For consistent hard work across all subjects during home learning. 

Vanessa 5/6C For creating an amazing non-fiction digital text on bullying. Fantastic 
effort! 

Aiden 3/4A PE For his efforts in PE during remote learning 

Arielle 5/6C Tutoring For her commitment to Reading during Remote Learning. Well done, 
Arielle. 
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Mortada Prep A For actively contributing to discussions during WebEx check ins 
each day! Well done Mortada! 

Zain Prep B For uploading his amazing work on Showbie and actively 
participating in all Webex  sessions. Well done Zain !!  

Mia 1/2A For demonstrating the school value of responsibility. Mia is 
always ready to learn at the start of each day. She attends all 
WebEx meetings and is beginning to use words to share her 
ideas. Magnificent work, Mia! 

Baran 1/2B For being an absolute champion throughout remote learning. 
Baran inspires me to log in each and every day because he is so 
motivated, determined, kind and polite. Baran, thank you for 
being such a positive member of the class and trying your 
hardest each day. So proud of you.  

Amira  1/2C For showing the school value of effort during remote learning. 
Amira attends and actively participates in all WebEx sessions. I 
am so proud of the amazing work she has shared. Keep up the 
great work Amira! 

Zara  3/4A For uploading some extraordinary specialist work onto Showbie 
this week. Thank you, and well done!!  

Kaan  3/4B For always having a positive attitude and trying his hard on all of 
his learning tasks. Keep up the great work, Kaan. Your 
contributions during  remote learning are invaluable.  

Bekim 3/4C For regularly uploading quality pieces of work onto Showbie and 
attending all of our Webex meetings. You have a positive attitude 
towards your learning, keep up the great work! 

Daniel Ly 5/6A For creating high quality Keynote presentations and attending all 
Webex meetings. Great job! 

Mary  5/6B For consistently engaging in all home learning activities.  

Ryan  5/6C For consistently uploading high-quality work and contributing to 
all small-group Webex classes. Well done! 

Tuba 3/4C PE For demonstrating amazing high jump technique this term.  

Bibi  Tutoring For always attending WebEx sessions and for helping Ms Cronin 
trial something for Book Week. Thanks Bibi. You are the best! 

 


