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Dear Ardeer South families,
Well, it’s certainly been an interesting few weeks. We are living in unpredictable and unprecedented times with the current
situation with the Corona virus. I want to thank our community for being proactive and supporting the school during this time. I
also want to take this opportunity to thank our very caring and committed staff for maintaining a clear focus on the needs of the
students. As we receive additional information communicate with our community.
Corona
As of today, there are NO confirmed cases of COVID-19 at Ardeer South Primary School and children should come to school as
normal.
Questions or concerns about COVID-19 can be directed to the Department of Health and Human Services or to the Department of
Education and Training. The DHHS website (https://www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/) also has a lot of current and accurate information.
As per previous letters and correspondence, the school is open and operating normally. We understand that some parents,
particularly those with people in the vulnerable categories are choosing to keep children at home. We are not providing work for
children in these cases but will do so in the event of a whole school closure.
Thank you again for your patience and understanding during this highly
unprecedented event.
Some parents have asked how they could support the school at the moment in this
current times. We certainly value this connection to the school and welcome your
support.
Please speak to the office or your child's classroom teachers. Your help in wiping
down tables (including art room, Italian room, computer room), door handles and
drinking fountains would be one highly supportive way to assist us as we
unfortunately don't have enough hours in the day to always see that these simple
and important jobs are done.
If this is something that you would like to assist us with, we would greatly
appreciate it.
Everyone can protect against infections by practising good hand and respiratory
hygiene. We would appreciate your support in reinforcing this with your children.
Here are some tips that we all can follow:
1. Cover your mouth and nose when coughing and sneezing with a tissue, or cough
into your elbow.
2. Dispose of the tissue into a bin and then wash your hands afterwards.
3. Wash your hands regularly using soap and water, including after using the toilet,
and before eating.

School Photos
Our school photos were due to occur on Wednesday 18th March. However, with the higher number of absences, it was decided to
postpone the photos to occur next term when our attendance rate resumes to normal. Thank you for your understanding on this
matter.

Compass
On Monday a letter was sent home with the eldest student in the family outlining the schools need for all families to join our online
portal called Compass. We had hoped to bring parents in to this portal in Term 3, however, it was decided that we are better off
inviting our families into this online platform effective as of immediately. This has been accelerated due to the daily changing
environment of COVID-19.
This is a new online portal that our staff are developing skills in using. Compass will allow our staff to communicate in a much
more streamlined and effective manner. Not only will it support communication, it will also allow parents to:
 Access your child’s semester reports
 Book in parent/teacher meetings
 View up-to-date class and school attendance
 Approve your childs upcoming or past absences
 Update your personal details such as email and mobile numbers
 Access information regarding upcoming events and news
It’s certainly an amazing package and we are looking forward to seeing this become part of our everyday routine in the school. We
encourage all parents to download the app to their smart phone and login using the provided details in your letter. If you did not
receive the letter, please call the school so that Sandy/Lucy can provide you with these details. Alternatively, if you do not have a
smartphone, you can use your login details at - ardeersthps-vic.compass.education.
Due to the current situation regarding the Corona Virus, Compass will be an essential communication tool to provide students with
home learning activities if the school was directed to go in to closure. It is my goal to see 100% of our families connected to
Compass so that we can share information in a more timely manner.
Throughout the school holidays parents/guardians can contact me via the school email – ardeer.south.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au if
anyone in the family has:
 A confirmed case of COVID-19
 Been in close contact of a confirmed case of COVID-19 in the past 14 days.
NEW Staff
I would like to formally recognise and welcome Paola Ly to our school. Paola will be teaching Italian from the beginning of Term 2.
Paola is very excited to be joining our wonderful team of teachers for 2020.
Paola is trilingual and has the ability to fluently speak English, Italian and Vietnamese. So if you see her, please make her feel
very welcome to our community.
Canteen NEWS!
In this week’s newsletter you have been provided with a canteen menu. The food available from this list will be available from the
beginning of Term 2.
From the beginning of next Term, all classrooms will have a Canteen Tub in their rooms. Lunch orders are to be placed into the
tubs and they will be delivered to the canteen every morning by 9am. As described on the canteen menu, please make sure all
lunch orders are in a clean brown lunch bag with childs name, class, order and money. If possible, please provide the exact
money amount. If that is not possible, the canteen will provide change to the students. Note, if a frozen item is ordered, a sticker
will be placed on lunch order bag for any frozen item and child will need to bring the sticker/lunch bag to the canteen to collect item
at lunch time.
School Council
On Monday we had our First and Special School Council Meeting for 2020. At this meeting the new office bearers were appointed.
I want to recognise and congratulate our new President - Natasha Quinney, Vice President - Michelle Simmons and Treasurer - Ha
Pham. Along with the other members of school council, I look forward to working with this group to continue to develop Ardeer
South Primary School.
School Works
Last weekend we had the first of two oil tanks removed from the school. The removal of the
tank went well and this weekend will see the second one taken out. Our contractors are
working on reinstating this area and getting the concrete back down next week. Once this is
done we will see a ramp installed in this area.
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Before and After School Care NEWS!
REMINDER – Our Before and After School Care Program - SchoolsOUT! – will be beginning next term. It is lovely that some of
our families are being proactive and contacting SchoolsOUT! to arrange bookings.
This program will support those families that require their children to be at school early. As this program becomes available to
families, it is a timely reminder about ‘Duty of Care’. Every day I complete Yard Duty from 8:30am. It is from this time that our
school grounds are monitored. If your child needs to be at school earlier than 8:30am, you will need to consider enrolling them with
SchoolsOUT. To discuss enrolment details please call 0448 667 747.
Whilst this may take some time to adjust, it is important that we align our school with appropriate care processes. Any children
regularly attending school prior to 8:30am will be asked to go to SchoolsOUT at cost to the family. We are trying to provide as
much warning as possible prior to this being implements so families can decide on what their personal arrangements will be for
their children in the morning and at night.
There are costs incurred to access the program. Costs of the program is dependent upon family government subsidies, but it can
be for as little as $3.47 in the morning, and $4.16 in the afternoon. Which I am sure you would all agree is amazing value for food
and entertainment for kids. To determine how much accessing this program will cost, please call SchoolsOUT for advice.
Staff from SchoolsOUT will be beginning the program from 6:30am each morning, as well as being available to 6:30pm each
evening. School Holiday programs will also be offered during Term breaks.
This is an exciting program for the school that will provide students with a range of opportunities and activities. Another exciting
opportunity for the kids of Ardeer South!
Assembly
As indicated, we will no longer be holding assemblies until further notice. We apologies for this inconvenience, but under the
current advice and circumstances it is the appropriate action to take.
At 3pm each Friday, we will make announcements over the PA system for our students and community to hear. This will allow us
to also recognise 'Students of the Week' and birthdays. We will continue to capture those ‘cheesy smiles’ and upload to our
Facebook Page.
Thank you in advance for your understanding.
In addition to this, at next week’s assembly it was planned to recognise the retirement of Mrs Nellie Barbuto – unfortunately, we will
not be able to proceed with this recognition at assembly; but we will ensure we celebrate Nellie’s retirement. At the final assembly
for Term 1 we were also hoping to conduct an Easter raffle. This has been cancelled for this year. Sorry for the inconvenience.
2021 Prep Enrolments
It’s hard to believe I am writing this as I can’t believe how quickly the year is going, but Prep enrolments for next year will be taken
from the beginning of term 2.
Parents are required to supply the following information when enrolling:
 Proof of age (birth certificate or passport)
 Immunisation certificate
Prep tours will be held throughout Terms 2 & 3 for interested parents. Bookings through the office are essential for the school
tours. If you know anyone interested in having a school tour please pass on the school number – 9363 2768.

3|Page

School Values
Our School values are important to us. Remember to Respect, Be Responsible and always put in Effort.
This will be the final newsletter for this term, so I think it is important that we recognise the work of our staff at ASPS. The way our
staff have come together this year to support each other and drive quality education outcomes for our students should be
commended.
Whilst we still have another week of learning left this term, I want to wish everyone a safe term break and hope that hope your
sanitizer is full, tissues are in abundance and your toilet paper remains in stock. Stay well!
Stuart Telford
Principal
Ardeer South Primary School is committed to child safety. We want children to be safe, happy and empowered.

Ardeer South Primary School is committed to child safety. We want children to be safe,
happy and empowere

Those of you who have known me during my 22 years at Ardeer South P.S will be aware that I have never been stuck
for words. However at this moment I am finding it difficult to express my feelings.
Although 22 years is a long time to remain in one place, I do not for one second regret my time at this school or the
47 years I have work for the Ministry of Education. I have seen many students, parents and teachers come and go
and I feel that my life has been enriched for having known each and every one of them.
It is with great sadness that I say “goodbye” to you all so that I can spend more time with my precious family,
especially my 4 grandchildren.
To all the local school community – students, parents and fellow teachers – a sincere heartfelt thank you for all of
your kindness, friendship and support over all of these the years. I will not forget you. Once again, Thanks!
Warmest regards, Nellie Barbuto
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Ciao a tutti! (Hello everyone!)
Mi chiamo Paola Ly, my name is Paola Ly and I am extremely excited to be the new maestra Italiana, Italian teacher
at Ardeer South Primary School. My background is Vietnamese but I grew up in Italy before I came to Australia and I
continued studying the language at school and University so I speak three languages fluently,
Italian, English and Vietnamese. My prior Education experiences include being a Kinder
Teacher and a Vietnamese Language Teacher for Hong Bang Ethnic School.
My hobbies include socialising, going to the movies, being with family, going away on trips
and spending time with my 8 yr old daughter Sophie.
I believe that strong relationships between families and teachers are the foundation to
building strong relationships with children for their learning journey. I look forward to
meeting you all to talk to you about your child in either English, Vietnamese or Italian and
building a strong sense of Community with Ardeer South Primary School :)
A piu' presto! (See you soon!)

Grade 1/2
The Grade 1/2 Harmony Day occurred on Monday 16th March. The
feedback from the children was fantastic. They really enjoyed sharing
about their culture and background as well as spending time with each
other completing the various activities. The behaviour of our students was
outstanding. Their parents should be very proud. Here are some photos.
Grade 1/2 Teachers
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Friday 6th & 13th March
Name

Class

Award

Mereym Xheka

Prep A

Great reading skills

Dhruv Patel

Prep A

For enjoying counting

Ava Spyropoulos

Prep B

For being responsible in class and her positive attitude to all aspects of school

Jade Hobson

Prep B

For consistently contributing to whole class discussions.

Fathima Adem
Idris
Jake Johnstone

1/2A
1/2A

Excellent focus during all her tasks and working to the best of her ability at all
times.
For working well during class discussion, well done Jake!

Angelica
Buttigieg
Ethan
Ghebreyesus
Danny Bui

1/2B

For being a determined member of the class

1/2B

For always being an amazing dancer in our Just Dance Sessions

1/2C

For his great writing

Nhu Ngoc

1/2C

For being respectful in the classroom

Corey Lacey

3/4B

Sarah Skinner

3/4B

Danny Truong

3/4 C

For being enthusiastic about learning chess and wanting to help others when in
need.
For contributing to classroom discussions and wanting to share her work. Well
Done!
For an excellent plan for his persuasive piece of writing

Zoe Terzievski

3/4 C

For her excellent motivation and hard work during all tasks

Mustafa AdemIdris
Hussna Abbas

5/6A

For showing big improvements in his writing and completion of homework.

5/6A

For her excellent reading summaries.

Ava Terzievski

5/6B

Nathan Nguyen

5/6B

JP Kiria

5/6C

Your empathy interviewing students in our class while researching for your
information report. Well done.
Your efforts with homework, well done on reasoning with your problem solving
numeracy task.
For staying on task during class activities and sharing his creative flair.

Beyonce Tran

5/6C

Always being a kind, considerate and respectful student.

Tafale Faimoa

Prep A

Showing leadership skills in the classroom.

Robel Welelaw

Prep A

Being helpful in the classroom.

Mayas Habab

Prep B

For excellent focus during all her tasks and working to the best of her ability.

Izabelle Yenga

Prep B

For completing all her Golden words. Well Done

Fiona Feng

1/2A

For her resilience in solving problems.
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Ayaan Malik

1/2A

For his diligence in remaining on task during our writing sessions.

Hana

1/2B

Consistently completing work to a high standard

Max Vu

1/2C

For working so hard on his vowels and consonants

Ofenia
Taumalolo
Poasi Taufa

1/2C

For always participating in class discussions

3/4A

For being a computer wiz

Uyen Le

3/4A

For her beautiful handwriting

Khan Tran

3/4A

Congratulations on becoming Class Captain

Grency Patel

3/4A

Congratulations on becoming Class Captain

Jacob Hobson

3/4B

Retaj Idris

3/4B

Isa Xheka

3/4C

For actively contributing to class discussions and successfully displaying his
knowledge of addition on a numberline.
For persisting with her class work and completing an outstanding week of
homework.
Showing great effort to solve addition problems using a number line

Vivian Tran

3/4C

By working hard and completing every learning task to the best of her ability

Panna Nguyen

5/6A

for always showing excellent sportsmanship at interschool sport.

Kaylin John

5/6A

for always working well with her peers during class activities

Liana Landolac

56B

For your outstanding problem solving skills including reasoning in numeracy.

Fila Taufa

56B

For your problem solving skills including reasoning in numeracy.

Sinan Ton

5/6C

For always speaking respectfully and being a friendly class member.

Jason Zhao

5/6C

For working hard to improve his reading.

Richard Ngo

5/6C

For showing effort towards his learning and following instructions.

Congratulations to the following students -

3/4A – Grancy Patel & Kha Tran
3/4B – Phoebe Fakai & Mohamed Habab
3/4C – Vanessa Eliepa & Jackie Tran
5/6A – Ryan Nguyen & Samui Tyrell
5/6B – Tahlia Ngugen & Athena Enano
5/6C – Tina Tang & Jonathan Pham
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