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NEWSLETTER 

 

                                     Respect      Responsibility      Effort                

Issue 4, Friday 19th March 2021 

Dear Ardeer South families, 

It is Week 8 of Term 1 – it has been such a fast-paced Term.  It is hard to believe that this 

Term concludes in two weeks.  The final day of this Term is THURSDAY 1st April with a 

2:15pm dismissal time.     

 

Staff Excellence 

I would like to thank our staff for the outstanding start they have made to the year. By 

walking through our classrooms on a frequent basis, I see a consistent approach to teaching 

and learning and strong relationships being built. The investment in our teachers is a key 

element to the continued improvement of our whole school approach. Across this term, this 

investment includes:  

 Training our Junior Teachers (P-2), Intervention Teacher (Melissa Rosini) and School 

Tutor (Ruth Cronin) in Little Learners Love Literacy Program. 

 Providing access to our teachers to complete a La Trobe University Short Course 

outside school hours to develop understanding in Systematic Synthetic Phonics, as 

highlighted in the Science of Reading literature. 

 Continuing our partnership with our 21st Century Consultant – Phill Cristofaro – in 

developing and streamlining our delivery of technology. 

 Whole staff exposure to a clearly defined Professional Learning Community approach 

to curriculum development and team unity. 

 School Leadership accessing School Network professional learning forums to 

increase knowledge, awareness and development of DET initiatives and practices. 

 Staff accessing high-level coaching to set goals and development of self-improvement 

and professional knowledge. 

It is great to see how hard our staff are working with each other to provide the students of 

Ardeer South with outstanding learning opportunities. 

 

Assemblies 

Unfortunately, we are still unable to have parents 

attend our assemblies in the John Evans room each 

Friday, however, we have continued to provide 

opportunities for parents to be a part of these events 

through WebEx and Facebook.  From this week we 

will only be offering the Facebook Live viewing, as 

there have been no connections of parents via 

WebEx.  If you are wanting to see our amazing 

students at assembly and listen to school 

announcements – please join our private Facebook 

Group for parents  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/402506947029831   

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

TERM 1 

Important dates –  

26th March – Story in the wall 
5/6A 

30th March – School Council 
meeting 3.30pm 

1st April – Last day Term 1 – 
Early dismissal  

19th April – Term 2 
commences  

 

Interschool Sports  

26th March – Away game 
against St Pauls  
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How can I support my child to be an active and involved learner? 

You are your child’s first and most important teacher. Your child learns first through relationships with you and others in the family. 

The opportunities and experiences that you give your child are therefore critical. The questions you ask your child when they come 

home from school each day are really important. Ask them questions that enable them to talk to you about the learning 

experiences they have had at school. Including their successes and things that challenged them. You might consider asking the 

following questions to assist you to engage with your child’s learning: 

1. What did you learn today? 

2. How did you go? 

3. What did you do if you didn’t understand? 

4. How can you improve your learning? 

5. What are you most proud of? 

6. Do you have any learning goals? 

7. What made you smile/laugh at school today? 

8. What are you looking forward to learning tomorrow? 

 

Compass reminder 

If you cannot access Compass you are missing out! Ardeer South uses Compass to communicate with our Parents and Carers. 

Please speak to Sandy in the Office if you would like help accessing Compass. 

 

STUDENT ATTENDANCE 

This year, one of our whole school goals is to significantly improve our overall student attendance.  

Why is good attendance important? 

 It supports your child’s learning. 

 It supports your child’s wellbeing and friendships. 

 Your child will feel more connected to our school 

 It helps students in secondary college, university or an apprenticeship. 

 It helps students get a good job. 

 

What happens when a pupil misses too much school? 

 They do not know how to complete the work set. 

 They feel left out in lessons and get behind. 

 They can lose their sense of belonging and lose connections with their friends. 

 They can become anxious and find it increasingly difficult to come into school. 

 

What can we do to improve attendance? 

Here are some tips to help your child achieve good attendance and punctuality: 

 Have a regular bed time. 

 Record TV programs to watch the next day. 

 Give them their own alarm clock. 

 Have them get their bag and uniform ready the night before. 

 Have a quiet time before bed, turn off the TV, computer and mobile phone. 

 Have a reliable friend or relative call for them in the morning. 

 

Tutor Learning Initiative  

At the end of 2020, the State Government announced that schools would receive funding to enable students to be the recipients of 

tutoring during school hours. 

Students entitled to access this program are identified through data collection at school. The basic purpose of tutoring is to assist 

students to ‘catch-up’ on the progress they may have missed out on whilst in remote learning in 2020.  

As a result, we have been able to identify a number of students who are working regularly with Ms Cronin in areas such as literacy 

support, literacy and numeracy extension. As the year progresses, these groups will change and evolve. Not all students will be 

part of this program over the year as many have continued to make the necessary growth despite the impact of COVID. 
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CSEF – Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund 

To be eligible for the fund, a parent or legal guardian of a student attending a registered Government Victorian Primary School on 

the first day of term one or the first day of term two.  

To be eligible a parent must be a holder of a Centrelink Health Care Card (HCC) OR Pensioner Concession Card (PCC) holder or 

be a temporary foster parent.  

The CSEF is an annual payment to the school to be used towards camps, sports and/or excursion expenses for the benefit of the 

eligible student.  

Primary School Student rate: $125 per year 

The CSEF is paid directly to your child’s school and will be allocated by the school towards camps, sports and/or excursions costs 

for your child.  

If you are eligible please call the school office to collect a form to complete.  

Sign and date the form and return it to the school office as soon as possible. The CSEF program for 2021 closes on 25th June 

2021. 

 

Parent/Family Contact Details 

Please ensure your contact details are up to date at all times. If your mobile phone number/address changes please let the office.  

In addition to this, we will sometimes rely on contacting your ‘emergency contact’.  If the contact details have also changed or you 

want to nominate an alternate contact, please inform the office. 

 

School Council 
The first School Council of the elected 2021 representatives will be held on Tuesday 30th March at 3:30pm.  The first item will be to 
elect office bearers for 2021. 
 
NAPLAN 
We are currently preparing our students in Year 3 and Year 5 for NAPLAN, which will be held on 11th—13th May in Literacy and 
Numeracy. 
Students may be exempt due to disabilities or withdrawn from NAPLAN at parent request. A consent form will need to be signed to 
enable this to happen and it will need to comply with NAPLAN guidelines for exemption or withdrawal. 
We encourage all students to participate in this program as it is a standardised measure of progress that is used across all of 
Australia. 
If you are unsure about NAPLAN and have any questions about your child’s participation, please speak to your child’s teacher. 
 
Child Safe Standards 

Ardeer South Primary School is committed to safety and wellbeing of all children and young people. This will be the primary focus 

of our care and decision-making. 

Ardeer South Primary School has zero tolerance for child abuse and is committed to providing a child safe environment where 

children and young people are safe and feel safe and their voices are heard about decisions that affect their lives. 

Every person involved in Ardeer South Primary School has a responsibility to understand the important and specific role he/she 

plays individually and collectively to ensure that the wellbeing and safety of all children and young people is at the forefront of all 

that they do and every decision they make. 

 

2022 Prep Enrolments 

It’s hard to believe I am writing this as I can’t believe how quickly the year is going, but Prep enrolments for next year will be taken 

from the beginning of term 2.  We have already been receiving enquires about new families joining our school in 2022. 

Parents are required to supply the following information when enrolling: 

 Proof of age (birth certificate or passport) 

 Immunisation certificate 

Prep tours will be held throughout Terms 2 & 3 for interested parents. Bookings through the office are essential for the school 

tours.  If you know anyone interested in having a school tour please pass on the school number – 9363 2768. 

 

School Values 

Our School values are important to us.  Remember to show Respect, Be Responsible and always put in Effort.  

 

Stuart Telford 

Principal 
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Ardeer South Primary School is committed to child safety. We want children to be safe, happy and empowered. 

  

 

Can you believe we are gearing up for the last few weeks of Term? 

 

Though it has been a bit of a crazy one, I am so excited by the progress and high levels of learning that I have observed around 

our school.  

 

In the early years, our new reading program is well and truly underway and we already seeing outstanding progress. This 

evidenced-based way of teaching reading has been a major focus for our teachers so far this year and you will be noticing the 

reading progress in your students at home. The 1/2 ‘LLLL’ home reader texts have begun going home this week and our students 

are excited to show you their much-improved reading skills. Remember, we have now implemented a ‘Home Learning’ section on 

our website that contains resources about this reading program and how you can use it to support your child’s reading at home. By 

making sure all children have a routine for their reading each night, we can provide them with the best opportunity to consolidate 

the skills that they are learning in the classroom. The reading that is sent home will always be aimed at a level that they are 

comfortable with as the focus will be on practice the content that they have already covered at school. You can support this by 

setting up that routine and asking them questions to illustrate their understanding of the books they bring home.  

 

In the upper primary, there has been some outstanding 21st Century Learning. In 3/4, an enormous chessboard has been 

introduced into classrooms, where students have been using the game of chess to develop algorithms and mathematical 

strategies. These mathematicians have been developing outstanding number and reasoning skills through this interactive format of 

work. In 5/6, the focus of late has been on developing our next generation of leaders. By honing their reading, writing and speaking 

skills, students have been able to role-play key leadership roles within the Australian Government to gain a better understanding of 

the mechanisms that drive the change around them. These examples highlight the way that we deliver our curriculum at Ardeer 

South Primary School – teaching valuable skills through exposure to real-life experiences and situations that will help the students 

excel in our ever-changing world. We will be continuing down this path as we prepare for Term 2, under the guidance of our 21st 

Century Learning Consultant.   

 

As we head towards Term 2, we are also approaching the NAPLAN season. If you have a child in Grade 3 or Grade 5, keep an eye 

out in their school bag for some information regarding NAPLAN 2021. This document will contain several frequently asked 

questions, along with specifics about the tests that the children will be taking. The NAPLAN tests will be conducted throughout the 

week commencing on the 11th of May. If you have any questions or concerns about the test, please contact the school as we are 

happy to discuss this further with you.   

 

Speaking of assessment, another new initiative we have recently introduced has been our PIVOT Student Voice surveys. Through 

this platform, students are asked a series of questions about their classroom and their teacher to be provided as feedback. From 

this, our teacher’s will be setting goals with the students on ways that they can improve their classrooms. This process will be 

cyclical and we will continue to get the students perspective on the work that they are doing to ensure that they are engaged within 

the classroom to get the best possible learning experience in each and every class they attend. 

 

That’s all from me for another fortnight. I’m betting there is a few of you out there who are as excited I am about the footy season 

starting this week. Having said that, I don’t think there is too much success on the horizon for my Kangaroos! 

 

Keep Smiling,  

 

Brock Wilson 

Assistant Principal 
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One of the most important things that you can do to ensure your that child has a bright 

future is to make sure he or she goes to school every day – and gets there on time. 

 

The more time children spend at school, the more likely they are to experience school 

success. When students miss school, not only is their academic progress impeded but they 

often miss important interactions with their peers as well. 

 

It is now commonplace for children to stay away from school for reasons that would have 

been unheard of twenty years ago. These include staying away to celebrate their 

own/sibling’s birthday, being absent because they stayed up too late on their device, going 

shopping or an extended long weekend. This type of absenteeism sends a strong message 

to the children that parents don’t really value learning or their children’s school 

experiences. 

 

Australian children only spend 15% of their total time at school. They spend more time 

asleep than they do at school. We need to maximise every day to get full value. This means 

turning up to school every day, on time! 

 
Svetlana Boja 
Leading Teacher 
Student Wellbeing 
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           Ciao a tutti! 

           We are celebrating Harmony week for Italian and Art!  

           As part of our Italian lessons, students in F-2 have been learning about 

different Italian traditional clothing and how they can differ from region to 

region, as part of their learning task students made Italian paper dolls and  

dressed them up in Italian traditional paper clothing which they coloured in 

and cut and placed on the dolls. Grades 3-6 are researching all about their own 

culture and Country of origin and will be doing a cultural poster in Italian. They 

are currently doing a rough draft of their research and will be researching 

about their flag or flags, history, languages, traditional clothing and 5 fun 

facts. They will then put all this information in Italian on an A3 poster to be 

displayed on our Arts and Cultures walls. I cannot wait to see the finished 

products! For Art, students have been making cards for someone they care 

about and 3 to 6’s are making Harmony Week posters to advertise peace and 

harmony for everyone. 

         That is all from us. HAPPY HARMONY WEEK! 

        Signorina Ly 
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Foundation News 

The Foundations have been busy focusing on 

the letter Aa. Each student made an Ally 

Alligator hand puppet which they were so 

excited to take home and show their families.  
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Grade 1/2 News  
This week the grade 1/2’s have been extremely busy with their learning. In writing, we all 

had the opportunity to take part in a language experience of creating Origami. It was 

fantastic to see the students making links with our Integrated Studies unit and discussing the 

origins of Origami. 

 Following this, we used our experience to create a bank full of verbs and write about the 

experience in a recount. Students were able to identify the nouns and verbs from the learning 

experience. We have gone through the writing process during the week and are underway 

publishing our recounts about this fantastic event. We can’t wait to show you our final 

writing pieces. 
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Grade 3/4 News 

Chess club 

For numeracy this week the children have been working on place value. We have studied the 

game of chess on a hundreds chart. We know that when the chess piece moves across the 

board it adds by 1 and when it moves down the board it adds by 10. Each part moves 

differently, so some add by more than 1 or 10. For example, the knight moves across two 

times then down once, so it adds by 10. If it starts at 24 it ends at 36. We are learning about 

the different moves for the different pieces. On Friday we will play chess with the big sets 

outside.  

We have used the KeyNote animation tool to show how this works. We are also adding 

voice notes to show our reasoning.  

There are so many things we can do with our understandings of numbers.  
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Grade 5/6 News 

This week, the 5/6 cohort had an incursion where we 

learnt about Australia’s parliament and democratic system. We 

learnt how voting works and the regulations people have to 

follow, then we met our candidates: the Animal, Equality, 

Environment, Freedom, Happiness and Peace parties. 

Each candidate read out their speech for us to 

choose. Then we had an election where we listed our 

preferences. An election official counted the votes. The winner 

was Dzan from the Peace Party so he became the Prime Minister and Saige from the Environment 

Party came second so she became the Opposition Leader. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After that, we decided on the roles in the House of Representatives and began a role play. There 

was a Speaker, a Clerk and Solomon was the Sergeant-at-Arms so he got to hold the mace. The group 

split into two – the Opposition and the Government, who proposed a bill. The bill was about banning 

all sports teaching in schools. Both sides made compelling arguments about whether or not the bill 

should be passed and made into a law. 

We all learnt a lot about how Australia’s parliament works and we had lots of 

fun. 

 

From Tahlia, Phong and Saige 
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My name is Christina, I’m in 3/4B. On Friday 

9/3/21 I cut my hair and have donated it to 

kids that have cancer. They will use my hair 

and make it into wigs for kids with cancer. I 

cut my hair to just above my shoulders. 

Before, my hair came to just above my 

knees. I cut off about 25cm. I was happy 

when it happened because I wanted to give 

to the kids with cancer. I do it every 2-3 

years. The last time I did it was 2 years ago. 

I’m really happy and proud of what I have 

done for kids with cancer and I appreciate that my parents let me do this. I 

begged them for a while and I didn’t think that they would let me but they 

did surprisingly. I think the kids with cancer deserve my hair more than I 

do. I hope they are really happy with the hair that I donated. I hope I can do 

it again in another 2 years.  

 

Senior School House Cross Country Carnival -  

Our annual Grade 3-6 Cross Country Carnival will be held on Wednesday, March 24th from 9am - 

10:30am. Students are encouraged to come dressed in their house colours. Students have been 

training very hard to improve their jogging stamina during PE and have the opportunity to 

celebrate their improved fitness at the Carnival. The top 3 place getters for each gender and age 

group will win points for their House team and get the opportunity to represent our school at the 

District Cross Country Carnival in early Term 2. The House team with the most points will win our 

perpetual Cross Country 

Championship Trophy.  

Regards, 

Morgan Belbruno 

 

 

Unfortunately QUENCHS are no longer available at the canteen. 

Tanya is currently looking for a replacement.  

Friday 26th March is Special Lunch Order Day. Please fill in the 

form that was sent home and return it on the day. 
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Friday 26th February & 5th March 2021  

Name Class Achievement  

Flynn  Prep A For being engaged in classroom discussions and always staying on 
task. Keep up the great work!! 

Amos  Prep B For always trying so hard during your learning time. So proud of you ! 
Keep up the great work Amos. 

Nhu Ngoc 1/2 A For demonstrating the value of effort. Nhu Ngoc attempted to include 
time connectives in her recount from the weekend. Well done! 

Ofeina 1/2 B For trying so hard this week when working on her recount in writing 
time and in her Literacy rotations. So proud of you Ofeina, keep up the 
amazing work! 

Hana  1/2 C For showing amazing effort in reading. Hana has done such an 
amazing job writing and reading new words and has done an amazing 
job representing her thinking in maths. Well done Hana! 

Zara  3/4 A For responsibility. A great job completing independent reading work, 
noting cause and effect from the texts you have read. 

Humaira  3/4 B For showing enthusiasm towards all areas of her learning. Keep up the 
amazing work! 

Phoenix  3/4 C For being able to identify the difference between an argument and 
evidence within a persuasive writing piece, great work! 

Johnny  5/6 A For showing great effort in Maths when learning about prime, 
composite and triangular numbers. 

Mohamed 5/6 B Well done on your enthusiasm for learning. You have been working so 
hard to solve “the mystery” of the word of the day. 

Bisrat  5/6 C For consistently making contributions in class and always putting effort 
into his work. 

Ahmed 1/2A Italian For being the first student to greet Signorina Ly in perfect Italian. 
Perfetto! 

Lincoln 5/6B The Arts For his awesome freehand Anime drawing. You are very talented! 

Bibi 5/6A Tutoring For her amazing enthusiasm for learning and her efforts in Tutoring. 

Amos Prep A PE For demonstrating excellent movement skills in PE 

Ermina Prep A For displaying the school value of effort. She always tries her best in 
class. Well done Ermina keep up the great work. 

Hannah Prep B Having a positive attitude in the classroom and always presenting her 
work beautifully. Well done Hannah !! 

Malachi 1/2 A For demonstrating the school value of respect. Malachi has made great 
learning choices this week. He is starting to develop an understanding 
of the impacts his actions have on others. Well done 
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Ofeina 1/2 B For putting in so much effort last week in her reading and writing with 
myself, Ms Rossini and Ms Cronin and for writing an amazing recount 
about having the class mascot for the weekend. 

Aiden 1/2 C For showing the school value of effort. He has made fantastic learning 
choices and is attentive and motivated towards his learning. Aiden was 
a mathematician through his ability to use a variety of strategies. 

James 3/4 A For being innovative. Well done on your KeyNote animation to show 
your counting!! 

Miriam Kale 3/4 B For being a respectful member of 3/4B and displaying an excellent 
understanding of the place value hundreds chart. 

Johnny 3/4 C For being confident when sharing his ideas and always willing to take 
risks, which is one of our class mottos. 

Brandy 5/6 A For making great progress in Maths and always putting effort into her 
learning. 

Mary  5/6 B For consistently doing her personal best in every subject. Well 
done Mary.  

Zahra 5/6 C For showing excellence by putting in effort into her homework and 
always submitting it a day earlier than expected. 

5/6C Italian For being respectful during their Italian session while researching their 
culture in Italian. 

Peter  5/6A The Arts For making a wonderful poster celebrating Harmony. 

Lincoln  5/6B Tutoring For working hard on his reading stamina and reading for 20 minutes 
during Tutoring. Great effort! 

Maiden 5/6B PE For displaying an excellent level of effort during our cross country 
training. 

 

 

 

 
 


