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Dear Ardeer South families,
So much can happen in a fortnight! It is hard to believe that for a few days we had children
staying home to learn again. Thank you to our dedicated staff for moving so quickly to
support the students with home learning activities. We certainly appreciate the support and
kind words from parents as we navigated our way through this school closure. Credit must
go to our students for being so adaptive and resilient during this time. It’s great to have the
sound of students back in the school!
TERM 1
Important dates –
No Foundation students
required at school
24th Feb 2021
3rd of March 2021
17th of March 2021

Interschool Sports
Feb 26th – Sunshine Heights
Away game

SCHOOL CLOSURE - Department of Education – COVID-19 Operation Guidelines
On Friday 12th February, we received the news very late in the day that school closures
would be occurring as the state entered into a 5 day ‘circuit-breaking’ Stage 4 lockdown.
Due to the timing of the announcement, schools were placed into a challenging position
about maintaining the continuity of education with some level of uncertainty as to whether the
lockdown would end on the Wednesday. As a result, it was decided that the first two hours
on Monday we provided teachers time to plan the week as best as possible. It was great to
see our dedicated staff work together to achieve some quality learning experiences and
maintain effective communication with families.
This pandemic continues to provide a lot of unpredictability. As a school, we are continuing
to adhere to the DET operational guidelines to determine how we navigate the uncertainty.
We use Compass to provide our community with as many details as possible, if you are
having any issues accessing Compass – please call the office on 93632768 for support.
The Department of Education guidelines still require us to work and learn in a COVID safe
manner.
• Staff and students who are unwell must stay home and any visitors displaying COVID
symptoms, must not enter the school grounds.
• Any parent who is unwell and completes a COVID test must show appropriate precautions
with their children until test results are returned.
• Students who develop any COVID symptoms throughout the day, will need to be collected
from school. These symptoms include: fever, chills or sweats, cough, sore throat, runny
nose, shortness of breath and loss or change in sense of smell or taste
• All visitors to the school must comply with social distancing requirements of 1.5 meters.
• Face masks are recommended when 1.5 metres physical distancing cannot be maintained
• Hand hygiene remains one of the critical measures to reduce coronavirus (COVID-19)
transmission. Soap and hand sanitiser is available for all staff and students to use throughout
the day.
• Drinking taps can be used by students, although we encourage students to continue to
bring their individual water bottles
• Parents and visitors who intend on being on school grounds for a period of 15 minutes or
longer must enter via the main office and sign in and out.
• Density limits apply with a limit of 1 person per 2 square meters in all spaces within our
school. This impacts parents attending school assemblies as the John Evans Room is not
deemed large enough to have additional adults.
• Parents are permitted to enter the school grounds to pick up and drop their children at their

classroom door. We ask that you then leave the school grounds as expediently.
For more information about the corona virus go to - https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/
School Council – Calling for Parent Representation
I would like to thank all School Council committee members for their commitment to the school in 2020. It was certainly a year that
created some additional challenges to maintain this important group that oversees Ardeer South Primary School.
Each year we cycle through School Council members to ensure parents are provided with an opportunity to join this committee.
The two year tenure comes to an end for Natasha Quinney, Nick Makroglou and Tina Muja. Kristine Landolac and Samantha
Evans have relinquished their roles. Adam McMahon and Svetlana Boja two year tenures as DET representatives also comes to
an end.
Our School Council Constituting Order consists of 12 members (7 parents and 4 DET, we are also able to have 1 community
members if required). Therefore, the 2021 Ardeer South Primary School Council requires five (5) Parent Representatives and Two
(2) DET representatives to form a quorum. I invite all parents to consider nominating for School Council and take an active role in
their children’s education.
What is the School Council?
The School Council is a voluntary group which consists of the Principal and elected parents and DET representatives. The School
Council is responsible for determining school policy, the management of the school's finances, buildings and grounds.
The school council runs the sub-committees listed below. These committees are open for any member of the school community to
be a member and parents are urged to be involved in any area in which they may have an interest. Each sub-committee has a
nucleus of members of the School Council and Staff with a School Councillor as convenor. These meetings are run in the week
prior to the school council meeting.
The Finance Sub-Committee is responsible for bringing recommendations to School Council regarding the budget and for
expenditure control.
The Building and Grounds Sub-Committee is responsible for maintaining the buildings and grounds and ensuring we have an
environmentally friendly school.
The Parents & Friends Sub-Committee, members of this committee are involved in organising fundraising initiatives, researching
and applying for grants.
School Council meets twice per term for a minimum of eight meetings for the year.
Meetings typically commence at 3:45pm on a Monday. However, it is more likely this will be moved to a Tuesday this year due to
school staff meeting commitments. The meeting time will be discussed at the first School Council meeting to ensure it allows the
opportunity for all members to be present.
Elections for the parent and teacher representatives take place in term 1 each year, when half the representatives are elected for a
two year term.
All parents are eligible to vote at School Council elections.
If you are interested in being a member of School Council or would like information about what is required in this role, please do
not hesitate to contact me at the school for more information.
Nomination forms can be collected from the office, but for your convenience – we have also provided access to this nomination
form in today’s newsletter. You can choose to ‘self-nominate’ or you can nominate a parent (with their consent).
In alignment with the Department of Education School Council Election Guidelines we will now conduct the process and call for
nominations, this will determine whether voting will be necessary.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Friday 19th February
2021
Friday 26th February
2021 at 4pm
Tuesday 2nd March
2021
Friday 5th March 2021 (if
required)
Thursday 11th March
2021 at 4pm (if required)

Notice of election and call for nominations
Closing date for nominations
Date by which the list of candidates and nominators will be posted
Date by which ballot papers will be prepared and distributed on or
before
Close of ballot
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6.
7.
8.

Friday 12th March 2021
at 9:00am (if required)
Friday 12th March 2021
Tuesday 30th March @
3:30pm

Vote count
Declaration of poll
‘First Council’ meeting to elect office bearers (Also date of next
School Council Meeting)

School Assembly
There will be an assembly every Friday afternoon @ 2:30pm. We were successful in broadcasting assembly via WebEx, but had
challenges going ‘Live’ via Facebook last week, hopefully we can correct this and have both options for our next assembly.
Curriculum Days for 2021
On Friday 5th February we held a Curriculum Day facilitated by our 21st Century Learning Consultant – Phill Cristofaro. This was a
day that allowed our staff to be immersed in learning about the effective use of iPads in the classroom and developing a clear
approach to our Inquiry Learning. This was an amazing day for staff and the quality of curriculum planned was outstanding. We
certainly look forward to students being exposed to these learning opportunities throughout Term 1.
As endorsed last year, the remaining Curriculum Day dates for 2021 are –
Term 2 – Friday 30th April 2021
Term 3 – Friday 23rd July 2021
Term 4 – Monday 1st November 2021 (Day before Melbourne Cup)
Please note these dates in your diaries.
Duty of Care for Students
The school grounds are supervised by staff between 8:30am and 8.45 and children may be left by parents from 8.30am onwards
when the gates are opened. Students are supervised at 3:15pm to 3:30pm after school. This is the Duty of Care offered by the
school at these times. If you are not able to work to these times, it is a parent’s responsibility to oversee the care of their children.
Please do not leave your children unsupervised in the streets, as children can be highly unpredictable and may not act
appropriately around roads and traffic.
For a small fee, children can attend our Before and After School Care Program run by SchoolsOUT. It continues to operate every
morning (from 6:30am) and every afternoon (until 6:30pm). Student numbers continue to grow as families become more aware of
what this program offers.
Students are provided with a range of foods and activities while they are attending this program. It is great to see such a structured
and caring program in our school. Students attending love it! Parent feedback has been amazing. The SchoolsOUT educators
connected to the program are excellent. For ‘peace of mind’ please use this program if you know that your child is going to be
unsupervised – it is well worth it!
Every Day Counts
Going to school every day is the single most important part of your child’s education. Students learn new things at school every day
– missing school puts them behind. The importance of daily attendance, particularly in response to the disruptive learning time we
had in 2020 is a priority for our school.
Why it’s important?
We all want our students to get a great education and the building blocks for a great education begin with students coming to
school each and every day.
If students miss school regularly, they miss out on learning the fundamental skills that will set them up for success in the later years
of school.
There is no safe number of days for missing school – each day a student misses puts them behind, and can affect their educational
outcomes.
Each missed day is associated with progressively lower achievement in numeracy, writing and reading.
Getting in early
Attendance patterns are established early – a child regularly missing days in kindergarten or in the early years of school will often
continue to miss classes in the later years, and receive lower test scores than their classmates.
It’s vital that students go to school every day – even in the early years of primary school. Being on time to school is also an
important routine to establish in the early years.
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What we can do
The main reasons for absence are:
• Sickness – There are always times when students need to miss school, such as when they’re ill. It’s vital that they’re only away
on the days they are genuinely sick (this also aligns with good COVID-19 practice), and
setting good sleep patterns, eating well and exercising regularly can make a big difference.
• It's vital that holidays are planned during school holidays where possible, and not during the term.
• “Day off” – Think twice before letting your child have a “day off” as they could fall behind their classmates – every day counts!
• Truancy – This is when students choose not to go to school without their parent’s permission. There can be many reasons for
truancy. The best way to address this is for schools and parents to work together. Please contact Ms Boja for advice on this if your
child presents with this behaviour.
If for any reason your child must miss school, there are things you can do with your school to ensure they don’t fall behind:
• Speak with your classroom teacher and find out what work your child needs to do to keep up.
• Develop an absence learning plan with your teacher and ensure your child completes the plan.
• Remember, every day counts. If your child must miss school, contact your classroom teacher as early as possible. Openly
communicating with the school about all absences is a good way to prevent attendance issues being escalated to a
School Attendance Officer. If you’re having attendance issues with your child, please let your classroom teacher know so
we can work together to get your child to school every day.
For more information and resources to help address attendance issues, visit:
www.education.vic.gov.au/school/parents/behaviour/Pages/studentattendance.aspx
School Values
Our School values are important to us. Remember to show Respect, Be Responsible and always put in Effort.
Stuart Telford
Principal

Ardeer South Primary School is committed to child safety. We want children to be safe, happy and empowered.
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Well, what a few weeks that was!
Snap lockdowns, remote learning, Meet the teacher… phone calls?
Firstly, I just want to thank all families for their patience with our staff during the past week. Unfortunately, we do
not get any advance warning when lockdowns are implemented by the government and I’m not too proud to admit
that we were scrambling to adjust given that the
announcement came late on a Friday afternoon.
Having said that, I am proud to work in a community
with flexible staff, supportive families and resilient
children. Though we hope that was the last time we
need to conduct our learning remotely, it is pleasing to
see how quickly everyone was able to respond and put
in processes to support our kids.
On the topic of Meet the Teacher sessions, I’d also like
to thank you all for your patience as we adapted our
process to the circumstances. Given the timing and
nature of the lockdown, we unfortunately had to
cancel the in-person bookings that were made and instead conduct these sessions via phone. I know that all of our
staff attempted to contact each family last week to discuss the child’s start to the year. If you were unable to speak
with your child’s classroom teacher and wish to discuss your child’s learning, you can ring the office to schedule a
time to speak with the classroom teacher. These meetings can be conducted via phone or a scheduled WebEx
session.

Despite all the craziness, our teachers have been busy
learning this week. During Wednesday and Thursday,
all teachers from F-2 participated in a two-day
workshop about our new evidence-based Little
Learners Love Literacy reading program. You will be
hearing further correspondence about this in the
coming weeks as we overhaul our reading practices in
the classrooms and at home. We are excited to begin
working in this evidence-based manner as it is proven
to produce confident and competent readers.

I’ve really enjoyed chatting with you all in the yard each morning and afternoon. I am proud of the friendly and
supportive community that we are developing – there has been a great ‘buzz’ in the schoolyard lately.
That’s all from me for this crazy fortnight!
Brock Wilson
Assistant Principal
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Be at school on time!
At the moment, there are a number of students who are arriving late to school each day.
Being late for school has a negative impact on your child's learning. We all run late sometimes however
chronic lateness eventually takes its toll on a student’s overall educational experience.
Being just 10 minutes late every day adds up to an hour a week of lost learning. This adds up to one week
of school missed in a year.

Being late for class often means important interactions and learning opportunities are missed and the
learning of other students in the class, is interrupted.
Arriving at least 5 minutes before the school day begins allows your child time to prepare.
School gates open at 8.30am each morning.

Breakfast Club
The Ardeer South Breakfast Club is run from 8.30am –8.45am every morning. It provides a healthy start to
the day for a number of children at our school.
Breakfast Club is located in the John Evans room and it is a great place to meet other students and staff
who give their time for this service in school.

Svetlana Boja
Leading Teacher - Student Wellbeing
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Ciao a tutti!
These past two weeks we have continued to celebrate Lunar
New Year (Art) and Carnevale (Italian) along with learning
about the classic Fairy Tale of Pinocchio (Prep to 2). Preps
to Grade 2 learnt that Pinocchio is a fairy tale from Italy
and as learning experiences watched the Disney movie
Pinocchio and are making Pinocchio puppets while in art, we are making
dragon puppets and masks for Lunar New Year. Grades 3 to 6 are
learning all about Commedia dell’arte for Italian, We learnt that it is part
of Carnevale and translated means Comedy of Arts. We learnt about
different characters that form la Commedia dell’arte such as Arlecchino,
Colombina and Pantalone and we are currently putting
together Keynote presentations about the characters. In Art,
we have started making our Carnevale masks out of paper
mache`. We cannot wait to see how they turn out! That is
all for now. Until next time…keep
smiling! 😊
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WE JUST KEEP ON READING
AT ASPS !
Well done to all
of our fantastic
students who
have made a
commitment to
a strong reading
habit this year.
Even during our mini
lockdown students have
been finding time to read
each day. Experts say
that children who develop
a reading habit in primary
school go on to do well in
every aspect of their life.
It’s also super fun. If you
don’t have a book to read,
speak to your teacher
today!
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The 1/2 cohort have had a huge week where they adapted to the challenging
circumstances that presented themselves. We have been delighted to see so many
smiling faces on WebEx each morning. Students have continued developing their skills
in reading comprehension strategies including predicting, writing recounts, and writing
and representing numbers.
Whilst we hope to see students back onsite as soon as possible, we are so proud of their
resilience and perseverance through this time.
Mr Tran, Miss Elise and Miss Dwyer
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The 3/4 team are very impressed with how well the students adapted to being back in remote
learning. We saw lots of happy faces every day which was fantastic! The students focused on
summarising books that they had read, they wrote about the superpowers that they think they
have, such as kindness and they also wrote about what superpower they would like to have.
In maths, they were playing place value games. They had to compete against someone in
their family and beat them to 1000. Since returning back to school we have been busy
teaching the students how to use various educational apps such as Epic, Wushka and
Showbie. We are very excited to see everyone back onsite.

3/4A

3/4B

3/4C
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The soccer team worked
well together and the
sportsmanship between
the two teams was
amazing. Everyone gave
their best effort. Athena
G 5/6

We did alright and
it was really fun
but the soccer team
did lose 4 to 1 : (
Dzan - G5/6

I enjoyed a friendly hit
of bat tennis and I
would encourage all of
our students to try and
put some back spin on
the ball - Mrs Cronin

My favourite school
sport is bat tennis and
I hit the ball and
harder. I play bat
tennis with one friend
at another school.
Katrina - 5/6 B
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Friday 12th & 19th February 2021
Name

Class

Achievement

Samah

Prep A

Aara

Prep B

Ofeina

1/2 A

Yahya

1/2 B

Emilia

1/2 C

Tino

3/4 A

Vita

3/4 B

Emine

3/4 C

Tina

5/6 A

Arham

5/6 B

Teina

5/6 C

1/2C

Italian

1/2A

The Arts

Phoenix 3/4C

Tutoring

For being an enthusiastic learner and always participating in class
discussions. Well Done Samah!
For always demonstrating the school value of Respect and showing
positive behaviour towards her learning. Well done Aara !!
For demonstrating the value of effort. During class discussions about
expectations, Ofeina always contributes her ideas. Her ideas are always
thoughtful and insightful. Keep up the great work!
For transitioning like a champion into grade 1 and always being a
respectful and enthusiastic member of the classroom.
For demonstrating the school value of respect and always showing
empathy to all students in the class. Emilia always has a positive
attitude and always shares her ideas. Well done Emilia!
For demonstrating our class value of UNITY. Thank you for being
INCLUSIVE and showing SUPPORT of group members. Well done.
For demonstrating the value of respect. Vita is constantly modelling
respectful behaviour and is an excellent role model for his peers.
You’re an asset to 3/4B, keep it up!
For putting in effort into all set tasks and being a respectful and
responsible member of 3/4C, keep it up.
For being helpful, friendly, attentive and respectful at all times. What a
great start to the year!
For showing great agency and independence in developing his
persuasive text. Well done Ahmed.
For transitioning extremely well into grade 6 and always showing the
values of respect, responsibility and effort. Well done Teina.
For their enthusiasm in class when they learnt all about Carnevale.
Keep up the enthusiasm!
For being fantastic, attentive AND respectful learners during their Arts
session this week. Fantastic Work!
For attempting his personal best number of words on his South
Australian Spelling Test.

Oliver

Prep A

For coming on to WebEx and sharing his favourite book. Well Done Oliver
love the enthusiasm for reading!
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Isabella

Prep B

Purvika

1/2 A

Aadi

1/2 B

Sam

1/2 C

Henry

3/4 A

Alim

3/4 B

Jarryd

3/4 C

Tahlia

5/6 A

Nasra

5/6 B

Jamie

5/6 C

Tevita 3/4B

Italian

LJ 5/6C

The Arts

Emine 3/4C

Tutoring

For always attending her Webex sessions and being persistent in her learning.
Well done Isabella !
For demonstrating the school value of effort. Purvika produced high quality
work, especially with her writing task on recounting her experience cooking
lunch.
For his fantastic participation during our three day return to remote learning,
and sharing amazing videos to me of his counting and predicting. Well done
Aadi.
For demonstrating the school value of effort and having such a positive
attitude towards flexible learning. For always trying his best and being
motivated towards his learning. Great work Sam!
For demonstrating innovation. Well done on your video recording onto
KeyNote as a summary of what you are reading on Epic, Wow!!
For maintaining a positive attitude during remote learning and contributing
during class webex’s.
For being enthusiastic during remote learning and having a positive attitude

For her hard work during remote learning and the high level of
responsibility she has shown in the classroom.
For trying her personal best in all subjects and showing great resilience
in a new school.
For having a positive outlook during remote learning and completing his
learning tasks. Jamie wrote a wonderful imaginative writing piece with lots of
detail and effort. Well done!
For always being a wonderful helper and respectful learner during Italian
class. Well Done!
For being an enthusiastic and respectful learner during our paper mache
sessions. Excellent work LJ!
For learning a new way to do Division and being brave enough to share it with
her class.

COMPASS
Please make sure you are regulary checking your Compass newsfeed. Ardeer South PS use
the Compass platform to keep all of our students and their families up to date about what is
happening at the school as well as important information regarding things like Covid -19.
If you are unsure of your username or need your password to be reset please contact the
school on 9363 2768 and speak with the office staff who can assit you with this.
School Council – Calling for Parent Representation
I would like to thank all School Council committee members for their commitment to the school in 2020. It was
certainly a year that created some additional challenges to maintain this important group that oversees Ardeer South
Primary School.
Each year we cycle through School Council members to ensure parents are provided with an opportunity to join this
committee. The two year tenure comes to an end for Natasha Quinney, Nick Makroglou and Tina Muja. Kristine
Landolac and Samantha Evans have relinquished their roles. Adam McMahon and Svetlana Boja two year tenures as
DET representatives also comes to an end.
Our School Council Constituting Order consists of 12 members (7 parents and 4 DET, we are also able to have 1
community members if required). Therefore, the 2021 Ardeer South Primary School Council requires five (5) Parent
Representatives and Two (2) DET representatives to form a quorum.
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I invite all parents to consider nominating for School Council and take an active role in their children’s education. We
have five, two year parent positions available. If you are interested in being a member of School Council or would like
information about what is required in this role, please do not hesitate to contact me at the school for more information.
Nomination forms can be collected from the office. You can choose to ‘self-nominate’ or you can nominate a parent
(with their consent).
In alignment with the Department of Education School Council Election Guidelines we will now conduct the process
and call for nominations, this will determine whether voting will be necessary.
1.

Friday 19th February
2021

Notice of election and call for nominations

2.

Friday 26th February
2021

Closing date for nominations

3.

Tuesday 2nd March
2021

Date by which the list of candidates and nominators will be posted

4.

Friday 5th March 2021 (if
required)

Date by which ballot papers will be prepared and distributed on or
before

5.

Thursday 11th March
2021 at 4pm (if required)

Close of ballot

6.

Friday 12th March 2021
at 9:00am (if required)

Vote count

7.

Friday 12th March 2021

Declaration of poll

8.

Tuesday 30th March @
3:30pm

‘First Council’ meeting to elect office bearers (Also date of next
School Council Meeting)

What is the School Council?
The School Council is a voluntary group which consists of the Principal and elected parents and DET representatives.
The School Council is responsible for determining school policy, the management of the school's finances, buildings
and grounds.
The school council runs the sub-committees listed below. These committees are open for any member of the school
community to be a member and parents are urged to be involved in any area in which they may have an interest.
Each sub-committee has a nucleus of members of the School Council and Staff with a School Councillor as convenor.
These meetings are run in the week prior to the school council meeting.
The Finance Sub-Committee is responsible for bringing recommendations to School Council re the budget and for
expenditure control.
The Building and Grounds Sub-Committee is responsible for maintaining the buildings and grounds and ensuring
we have an environmentally friendly school.
The Community Engagement (Parents & Friends) Sub-Committee, members of this committee are involved in
organising fundraising initiatives, researching and applying for grants.
School Council meets twice per term for a minimum of eight meetings for the year.
Meetings typically commence at 3:45pm on a Monday. However, it is more likely this will be moved to a Tuesday this
year due to school staff meeting commitments. The meeting time will be discussed at the first School Council meeting
to ensure it allows opportunity for all members to be present.
Elections for the parent and teacher representatives take place in term 1 each year, when half the representatives are
elected for a two year term.
All parents are eligible to vote at School Council elections
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Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund applications
The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund helps eligible families to cover the costs of school trips, camps and sporting
activities.
If you have a valid means-tested concession card, such as a Veterans Affairs Gold Card, Centrelink Health Care Card
or Pensioner Concession Card, or are a temporary foster parent, you may be eligible. There is also a special
consideration category for asylum seeker and refugee families.
Payment amounts this year are $125 for eligible primary school students. Payments are made direct to the school to
use towards expenses relating to camps, excursions and sporting activities for the benefit of your child.
If you applied for CSEF through our school last year, you do not need to complete an application form this year,
unless there has been a change in your family circumstances.
If you would like to apply for the first time, please contact the school office on 9363 2768 and ask for an application
form.
You can also download the form, and find out more about the program and eligibility, on the Department of
Education and Training’s Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund web page. Check with the school office if you are
unsure, and please return completed forms to the school office as soon as possible.
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