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Dear Ardeer South families,
A very warm welcome back to school for 2020 to everyone. I hope you had a wonderful
break from school and were able to spend quality time with your family and friends. I have
been most impressed with the way the students have started the school year.
This is a full newsletter with lots of news to start the year. Please note that school
newsletters are published fortnightly. Next week each class teacher will send home a
class/team newsletter regarding their programs and special events for the term.
Interschool Sports






7th Feb – Sunshine Nth
Primary (Away)
14th Feb – Albion Nth
Primary (Home)
21st Feb – Sunshine
Heights Primary
(Away)
28th Feb – Our Lady’s
Primary (Away)

School Council Meeting


3.45pm Monday 17th
February

Parent/Teacher Meet &
Greet



Tuesday 18th
February
Wednesday 19th
February

Welcome Back
I would like to
begin by
extending a
very warm
welcome to
students that
have started
their
educational
journey at
Ardeer South
Primary
School.
Welcome to
all our new
students,
families and
new staff
members. We
hope you
have enjoyed
your time at
ASPS.

2020 Preps
It has been a great joy to see our new Prep students begin their education at Ardeer South
Primary School. It has been a most successful start to the year and they have transitioned
in to school life with a smile on their face. Mr Cavallaro and Ms Everett have been so
impressed with the way the students have adjusted to school life. I have included a ’10 tip
sheet’ that supports children in starting at school and establishing good routines.

School Assembly
There will be an assembly every Friday afternoon @ 2:45pm. All parents/carers are invited to attend our weekly assemblies that
are held in the John Evans Room. This is a great opportunity to listen to weekly announcements as well as celebrate student
achievements.
Retirement of Mrs Anna Hadjimouratis
Mrs Anna Hadjimouratis a long-standing teacher of Ardeer South Primary School decided on Monday that the time was right for her
to retire from education. Whilst we will not be able to formally recognise her retirement at assembly this week. I have expressed to
Anna our good wishes as she enters retirement to do the things she loves and spend time with her grandchildren. Mrs
Hadjimouratis is a much-loved member of staff and will be remembered for being passionate about her students and making a
difference in their lives. We thank her for her dedication, passion and teaching service and wish her well in retirement.
Staffing for 2020
Towards the end of last year I was able to work through a detailed recruitment process to appoint staff to the vacant roles in the
school. This saw Ardeer South welcome a number of new staff members - Sandy Cormack, Larissa Everett, Sree Sivadas, Holly
Dwyer, Marie Soldatos and Michael Osborne
Prior to the 2019 school year coming to an end, we were unsuccessful in appointing a teacher to the Grade 3/4C teaching vacancy.
However, we have been fortunate enough to secure a familiar relief teacher – Kathy Koukounaras – whilst we complete a detailed
recruitment process. Once we have been able to secure a full-time teacher for this position, we will inform the school community.
In other news, I have been informed this week that both teachers of 1/2C (Dimitra Mazis and Jacinta Durakovic) will be on leave.
Dimitra will be on leave for the remainder of the 2020 school year, whilst Jacinta is on indefinite leave. As a result of this I have
been able to secure a relief teacher (Kim), who spent considerable time with us last year while we recruit a suitable replacement
teacher. It is lovely having Kim back with us, as she already knows the students so well.
Mr B (Mr Belbruno) was unfortunately involved in a cycling accident over the school holidays. Whilst he is in reasonably good
health, his injuries have resulted in him requiring time to recover. As a result we will be seeing a relief PE teacher for the rest of
this term. Our thoughts are with Morgan while he recovers and we look forward to seeing him return in Term 2.
Our Classroom Teachers and Specialist Teachers for 2020 are –

Classroom Teachers
Prep A
Prep B
1/2A
1/2B
1/2C
3/4A
3/4B
3/4C
5/6A
5/6B
5/6C
Specialists
The Arts

PE
Italian
Intervention

Larissa Everett
Anthony Cavallaro
Sree Sivadas
Holly Dwyer
To be announced
Ruth Cronin-Pagano
Steven Christoforou
Kathy Koukounaras
Marie Soldatos
Adam McMahon
Michael Osborne
Charlotte Stoddart (0.6)
Monday to Wednesday
Semester 1 – Visual Arts in Art Studio
Semester 2 – Performing Arts in John Evans Room
Morgan Belbruno (0.6)
Wednesday to Friday
Nellie Barbuto (0.5)
Monday to Wednesday
Melissa Rosini (0.4)
Tuesday & Wednesday

Room 17
Room 19
Room 13
Room 15
Room 16
Room 11
Room 12
Room 14
Room 1
Room 2
Room 3

John Evans Room and
Outside
Room 4
In classrooms
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Educational Support

Office Staff

Lucy Caserta – Business
Manager

Sandy Cormack – Admin
Assistant

Education Support
Debbie Cauldwell

My Le Dam
Heather Rawlings

Thi Nguyen
Myra Muszak

Support Staff
Leadership
Svetlana Bojadzievski
Leading Teacher
Welfare

Quang Ho – IT Technician

Emilio Di Virgilio– Maintenance

Sallie Sabey
Learning Specialist
Curriculum

Stuart Telford
Principal

Before and After School Care
I am currently working with Katie at SchoolsOUT to get approval for a ‘Before and After’ School Care program. It is anticipated that
the program should be fully operational by Term 2 2020. We will provide the community with more details as soon as they become
available.
Timetable
A reminder to all families that our school daily schedule looks like this ---

8:30am – 8:45am
8:45am – 9:45am
9:45am – 10:45am
10:45am - 11:15am

Staff on Yard Duty
Session 1
Session 2
Recess
Staff on Yard Duty
11:15am – 12:15pm Session 3
12:15pm – 1:15pm Session 4
1:15pm – 1:25pm Student Eating Time - Lunch
1:25pm – 2:15pm Lunch Recess
Staff on Yard Duty
2:15pm – 3:15pm Session 5
3:15pm – 3:30pm Staff on Yard Duty
2020 – Working Bee – Save the date
The School Council Buildings and Grounds Sub Committee would like to invite our families to a Working Bee on Saturday 7th
March 2020. Please save the date in your dairies. We will provide more information closer to the event.
Curriculum Day
On Tuesday 28th January the staff of Ardeer South Primary School gathered for a Curriculum Day. We had a very productive day
with an intensive induction process for staff, as well as planning and discussing the start of the year. We spent time familiarising
ourselves with the ‘Start Up Program’ that we have called ‘Super Sunny Start Up Program’. This program will allow all grades to
work through a series of planned activities that focus on enhancing our community with a clear team approach across our school, it
reinforces the students’ rights and responsibilities, as well as our school values and expectations. Keep an eye out for more
information coming home soon.
Parent/Teacher Meet and Greets
Parents of Grade 1-6 students will be invited to attend a Parent/Teacher Meet and Greet on the 18th or 19th February between
3:30pm and 6:30pm. This is a great opportunity to meet with the classroom teachers (and available Specialist teachers), to
discuss your children as well as answer any questions teachers may have. It is important that all families make time to meet with
the classroom teachers so that we can plan for the year ahead. A note was sent home yesterday requesting your attendance and
your preferred day/time. A confirmation note will be sent home next week. Please mark these dates in your diary.

3|Page

Corona Virus
As you may be aware, the situation regarding the emerging outbreak of novel coronavirus has continued to evolve.
The Commonwealth’s Chief Medical Officer and Victoria’s Chief Health Officer have recommended a stronger precautionary
approach to managing coronavirus for travellers returned from Hubei province.
This recommendation is that parents/guardians/carers of students should ensure that any returning student is isolated at home and
should not attend school for 14 days:
•
following exposure to any confirmed novel coronavirus case; or
•
after leaving Hubei Province.
This same advice applies to any staff who have returned or are returning from Hubei province, however at GHPS, there have been
no staff in this instance.
The Chief Health Officer’s current advice is that staff and students do not need to be isolated at home if they have recently travelled
in other parts of China or other countries and are not showing any symptoms of the virus.
If we think a student is showing relevant symptoms, we will ask the student’s parents/guardians/carers or the staff member to call
the Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS) to discuss further actions on 1300 651 160.
We are informing our families of this new advice and have been told that translated versions of the factsheet will also be available
shortly.
Additional advice and information on the steps to take can be found on the coronavirus web page.
Attendance and Punctuality at School
All students are expected to come to school every day that the school is open to students. If students
can’t come, parents must provide an explanation for their child’s absence to office on the day of the
absence. Students should arrive at each class ON TIME and ready to learn. Parents need to assist
their child to be punctual so as to create the very best opportunities for their child to learn and not
miss vital instruction time which commences at 8:45am. It has been great to see the students in
grades Prep – 6 settle into class so happily.
Scooters and bikes
Scooters and bikes are a great way for kids to travel to school and if parents could provide
a bike lock or some way of securing them near the canteen, to ensure they are safe and do
not go missing. We ask that parents teach their child about road and bike safety before
they ride to school. Very important is:
•
You can only ride on a footpath if you are under the age of 12 or an adult (18
years or older) supervising a child under 12
•
When riding on a footpath, you must keep to the left and give way to pedestrians.
A reminder to parents and children that school policy and Victorian Law requires all children who wish
to ride a bicycle to and from school, must wear a safety helmet approved by the Australian Safety
Association.

Supervision of Pupils Before / After School
The school grounds are supervised by teachers between 8:30am and 8.45 and children may be left by parents from 8.30am
onwards and supervised at 3:15pm to 3:30pm after school. Please be prompt in collecting your child following dismissal of school,
as the grounds are unsupervised before and after the above mentioned times.
Cars and Safety Reminder
Parents are not permitted to drive vehicles into the school car parks when bringing
their children to, or collecting them from school. It is extremely dangerous as it
creates a traffic hazard as well as places students in ‘out of bounds’ areas.
Parents are also required not to park on the school crossings. It is a parking
infringement and as such, offenders may be fined.

4|Page

Please ask your children to cross the roads at the designated school crossing
points. Parents using the drop off/pick up zones on Nina Street should stop their
cars and allow their children to exit or get into the car, then drive off. Please do
not park across the crossing as this is a dangerous and illegal practice.
Please also note, the parking restriction in this area is 2 minutes – enough time
for children to enter and exit the vehicle safely.
I want to also highlight that the street speed limit is 40km/h around the school.
Please make sure that you obey this restriction and drive safely around the
school. Children can be highly unpredictable at times, by travelling at this speed
it will allow for better reaction times as a driver if a child was to run on the road.
Student Accident Insurance
The Department of Education (DET) does not provide personal accident
insurance for students. Parents and guardians are responsible for paying the
cost of medical treatment for injured students, including any transport costs.
These costs may be recoverable where an injury is caused by the negligence
(carelessness) of the Department, a school council or their employees or
volunteers.
Student accident insurance policies are available from some commercial
insurers. These cover a range of medical expenses not covered by Medicare or
private health insurance. The Department cannot advise parents/guardians on
whether to purchase a student accident policy or which policy to purchase.
It is recommended that they seek assistance in this matter with their insurance broker or find a suitable personal accident insurer.
Reasonable low cost accident insurance policies are available from commercial insurers.
SUNSMART POLICY AND DAYS OF EXTREME HEAT
Children in years Prep – 6 must be wearing an approved school hat this term. It is the schools policy that hats must be worn while
students are outside between August 17th right up until the end of term 1. If a student does not have a hat they are required to sit
under cover. All of our 2020 preps were given a school hat last week. This hat is the new style hat that the school has now
purchased. If any student in the school has lost their hat or require their old one to be replaced, then the new style bucket hat can
be purchased from the office for $10.
On days when the temperature reaches 35 degrees or above a “Sweat
Day” inclement timetable will be implemented. This means that the
children will play in their classrooms in this time. Some discretion will
occur prevailing weather condition (e.g. hot north wind) regarding the
temperature which activates the ‘Sweat Day’ timetable will affect and
time spent inside particularly with the younger children.
As all classrooms are air-conditioned there is no need for children to
have their educational program interrupted by removal from school on
extreme hot days.
School Council
The next School Council meeting is Monday 17th February @ 3:45pm.
Facebook
All parents are encouraged to join our closed ‘Ardeer South Primary School Community’ Facebook group. This is a valuable
source of information and communication about events at the school, the community and asking of questions.
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We also have an open Ardeer South Primary School – Page

STUDENT WELL-BEING
Mrs Boja will co-ordinate this very important student welfare role throughout the year. Should parents have any concerns about
issues related to their child it is important that they alert their classroom teacher or Mrs Boja.
School Cleaners
I want to recognise that this week Biljana has returned to Ardeer South as our school cleaner. We are pleased to welcome Biljana
back at the school making our school facilities look and smell great!
School Values
Our School values are important to us. Remember to Respect, Be Responsible and always put in Effort.
The dedicated staff at Ardeer South look forward to celebrating the success of your child’s learning with you and your child,
communicating what progress has been made and what we can do in partnership to further their learning. Looking forward to an
amazing year of learning and student growth in 2020!
Stuart Telford
Principal

Ardeer South Primary School is committed to child safety. We want children to be safe, happy and empowered.

Ardeer South Primary School is committed to child safety. We want children to be safe,
happy and empowered.
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Parent Helpers
We have new Take Home Books to cover and stamp for our class rooms. We would
really appreciate any help from our parents to get this done. Please see your teacher or
Sallie Sabey if you are interested in helping.

Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF)
The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund provides payments for eligible students to attend activities like:




School camps
Swimming and school organised sports programs
Excursions and incursions

The payment amount for 2020 Primary School students is $125. Families holding a valid means tested
concession card or temporary foster parents are eligible to apply. Any Victorian Government school
student in either prep or year 7 who are CSEF recipients are also eligible for a uniform package through
state schools relief. Please come and visit the office if you require an application form for CSEF.

Essential Student Learning Items – 2020
If you purchase your child’s Individual Student Book Pack and Specialist Items
Levy on or before 29th February you will receive a $20 discount and pay only $80
for the year. However after the 29th of February the items and levy can still be
purchased for a cost of $100 for the year. Also just a reminder for parents to
please send 2 boxes of tissues per student to school.

Our New Teachers for 2020
HOLLY DWYER – 1/2B
Hi there Ardeer South Primary School.
My name is Holly Dwyer. I recently graduated from the University of Melbourne and
am excited to begin my teaching experience at Ardeer South PS.
A little about me. I love travel, I love food, dancing and sharing stories. I also love
cafes. You'll often find me on weekends studying/planning in cafes around my
hometown in the Macedon Ranges. I have searched high and low for cafes across
the world, including Europe, New York and Morocco.
A year studying in Europe in 2017 saw me fall in love with the tastes, smells and
excitement of the world. You'll spot some remnants from my travels in 1/2B's world/travel themed
classroom.
I was inspired by my own love of learning to become a teacher. I know I will continue learning from my
students for the rest of my career. I look forward to encouraging my students to be proud of their own
achievements, to think deeply, and to love learning the way I do.
I look forward to meeting with parents and students during the school year.
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MARIA SOLSATOS – 5/6A
Hello parents,
My name is Marie Soldatos and I have the pleasure of teaching the wonderful
students of 5/6A! This will be my first year teaching at Ardeer South Primary School
and my second year of teaching overall. Last year, I had a terrific experience
teaching year 7/8’s at Sunshine College and I am now looking forward to an exciting
year ahead with a bunch of brand new faces!
I grew up in Taylors Lakes with my mum, dad, little brother and my gorgeous puppy.
I enjoy reading, watching movies and playing guitar in my spare time. I love watching and playing sports, in
particular tennis and AFL (go Doggies!).
My aim is to create strong and positive connections in a supportive and caring classroom. Supporting
student growth in all aspects of their learning are of great importance in my classroom. Every student has
the right to learn, grow and express themselves freely.
I am very eager to watch my students continue their learning journey and feel very honoured to be a part
of their experience.
LARISSA EVERETT – PREP A
My name is Larissa Everett. I’ve been teaching for 28 years. Prep is lots of fun and I
really enjoy the adventures each day brings.
My hobbies are gardening, reading, cooking, going to the gym and travelling. My
background is Croatian and my favourite county to visit is Croatia.
MICHAEL OSBORNE – 5/6C
Hello, my name’s Michael Osborne, the 5/6C classroom teacher. This is my tenth year
as a teacher, but first year at Ardeer South Primary, having taught previously at
schools in Melton and Derrimut.
I’m very much looking forward to working alongside new staff and students and
sharing my ideas and experiences. I strive to create a classroom environment that is
honest, supportive and happy and try to inject energy and humour into learning
activities.
I love my sport and my music and am kept busy at home with my wife, 8 year old daughter, two cats and a
dog.
SREELATHA SIVADAS – 1/2A
Hi my name is Shree and I am teaching 1/2A at Ardeer South Primary. I
have experience teaching both here and overseas and have been teaching
for over 15 years. I am very excited to be sharing my knowledge and
experience with my students at Ardeer South Primary & I look forward to
meeting their families.
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Hi everyone. Welcome to the new school year. Let me start by introducing myself. I am Svetlana Boja and
my role is that of Leading Teacher in Student Wellbeing at Ardeer South. This year I will be sharing and
communicating student wellbeing news through the Student Wellbeing component of the school
newsletter. The Student Wellbeing news will include links to articles and resources that parents and
caregivers may find useful. The aim is that the Student Wellbeing news will develop into a collaborative
project between the school and our parent community. This communication will also assist families in their
understanding of how we work with children at school. In this newsletter I have included information on
student lunchtime activities and the importance of being at school on time.
2020 is shaping up to be an exciting year for our school community and I look forward to sharing our
journey with you.

Student Lunchtime Activities
What a wonderful sight it was to see so many of our students accessing games and activities that are now
set up outside each lunch time (weather permitting). These activities are supported by a member of staff
and aim towards building social skills amongst our students.
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Be at school on time!
Although the vast majority of our students arrive at school regularly and
on time, we are committed to ongoing improvement in the overall area of
punctuality and attendance.
Being late for school has a negative impact on your child's learning. We all
run late sometimes however chronic lateness eventually takes its toll on a
student’s overall educational experience.
Being just 10 minutes late every day adds up to an hour a week of lost learning. This adds up to one week
of school missed in a year. Being late for class often means important interactions and learning
opportunities are missed and the learning of other students in the class, is interrupted. Arriving at least 5
minutes before the school day begins allows your student time to prepare. The skills developed through
attending school regularly and arriving on time, builds in our students the skills and capabilities that will
prepare them not only for school, but for life.
Here are a few hints:
1. Ask your child to show you that they are ready for school the night before; ideally take a look
inside their bags, check their set out clothes, etc.
2. Help them get a good night’s sleep. No devices should go to bed with them. Help them to winddown prior to their bed time. Physiologically it works best for growing children to have a regular
sleep time.

Breakfast Club

The Ardeer South Breakfast
Club is open from 8.00 –8.35
every morning. It is supported
through Foodbank School
Breakfast Program and
provides a healthy start to the
day for a number of children at our school.
The Breakfast Club is located in the John Evans room and
it is a great place to meet other students and staff who
give their time for this service in school.
The Breakfast Club is a very welcoming place in our
school. All students are welcome to attend.
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