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NEWSLETTER 

 

                                     Respect      Responsibility      Effort                

Issue 7, Friday 14th May 2021 

Dear Ardeer South families, 

I hope that all of our Mum’s, Step-Mums, Nanna’s, Grandma’s, Aunties, Sisters and 
special people in our lives had a fantastic day celebrating on Sunday. I hope that 
you got spoilt and maybe even were lucky enough to have breakfast in bed! 
It is hard to believe, but it is the 4th week of Term 2 already!  It has been a very 
busy fortnight since the last newsletter, so grab yourself a cuppa and sit down to 
have a read about all of the great things that have been happening at Ardeer South 
PS. 
 
School Tours 
It has been lovely to see so many new families taking an interest in our school and 
wanting to have tours of our facility.  It is amazing to listen to families tell me about 
what they have heard about the school.  Often I am hearing new families telling me 
they have heard that the school is amazing and providing lots of great learning 
opportunities for students.  They also tell me that the students and staff of the 
school are amazing – I agree! It is lovely to hear how our beautiful little school is 
becoming well recognised in our local community. 
We certainly extend a warm welcome to any new families wanting to come and see 
our school.  I am more than happy to provide tours.  I have included a ‘flyer’ in 
today’s newsletter that lists a range of tour dates and times on offer.  Please share 
this with anyone you know that is interested in knowing more about our school. 
 
Protection of School Communities  
This information is for parents, carers and guardians about the new Education and 
Training Reform Amendment (Protection of School Communities) Bill 2021. 
 
Victorian school communities are overwhelmingly positive and safe places for 
teaching and learning where we all play a role in supporting students in their 
achievements, engagement and wellbeing needs. 
 
It is likely that you have heard the recent media announcements that the Victorian 
Government has introduced the Education and Training Reform Amendment 
(Protection of School Communities) Bill 2021. If passed through parliament, the 
proposed Bill would come into effect in May 2022. 
 
The Bill aims to protect and keep school communities safe by preventing and 
deterring violent and aggressive behaviours from adult members of the school 
community and ensure that schools are positive, safe and inclusive places to work 
and learn. This Bill will apply to the small minority of adult members of the Victorian 
school community who engage in this behaviour, after early conflict resolution 
measures through non-legislative avenues have failed. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

TERM 2 

Important dates – 

School council meeting – 18th 
May @3.30pm  

Education Week – Open 
afternoon – May 27th 
@2.30pm 

 

Interschool Sports 

May 21st – Home game 
against Sunshine Heights  

May 28th – Home game 
against Sunshine North  

June 4th – Away game against 
St Theresa’s  

June 11th – Away game 
against Sunshine Harvester 

June 18th Home game against 
St Paul’s   
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The proposed law will empower principals and other authorised persons to issue School Community Safety Orders in 
response to parents, carers and other adult members of the school community who engage in harmful, threatening, 
abusive or disruptive behaviours on school grounds or places where school activities take place, or inappropriate and 
harmful communication through emails and social media. 
 
This Bill will apply to the small minority of the school community who engage in this behaviour when all other reasonable 
interventions have failed. The changes would ensure that all members of the school community are kept safe and to 
minimise any harm to their safety and wellbeing. There will be internal and external review mechanisms in place if a 
person who is subject to a School Community Safety Order wishes to appeal an Order. 
 
Arrangements will be available to ensure parents can still remain engaged in their child’s learning and to minimise any 
disruption to the student. 
 
This Bill would not replace the existing avenues to raise any complaints, issues or suggestions with schools such as the 
ASPS Complaints policy - https://www.ardeersthps.vic.edu.au/uploaded_files/media/complaints_policy.pdf  
aass 
 
Further information about the details of the Bill will be communicated to you if the Bill is passed by parliament. 
 
NAPLAN 
This week our Grade 3 and 5 students participated in NAPLAN assessment.  The National Assessment Program – 
Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) started on Tuesday 11th May and will go through until Friday 21st May (extended time 
to catch up on students who were absent/late).  The NAPLAN assessments focus on Writing, Language Conventions, 
Reading and Numeracy.  I want to take this opportunity to say how proud I am of the students.  They all tried their 
personal best!  Thank you to the staff for supporting them with this assessment.   
We look forward to receiving the results back later in the year to support our development as a school and guide our 
curriculum delivery.  We also look forward to seeing how our students results and learning growth.  To our parents of 
students in Grade 3 and 5, you should be so proud of your children and the way they have completed NAPLAN this 
year.   
 
Assembly 
Last Friday it was great to see some parents and grandparents join us for a school assembly.  We welcome all 
parents/guests back to this event.  It starts at 2:30pm every Friday in the John Evans Room.  Please enter the school 
via the main office so that we can maintain our COVID safe practices. 
We will continue to use Facebook to ‘Live Stream’ via our private Facebook Group, 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/402506947029831  
 
Swimming 
At the end of last year, I informed School Council that the school would use 
equity money this year to provide swimming for all of our students, free of 
charge. As a result, we have had 88% of our students attend an intensive 
swimming program for the past two weeks.  We have been excited to see how 
students have developed their swimming skills in this time and generally the 
feedback from students, staff and parents has been overwhelmingly positive.  
Well done to all of our students who have demonstrated our school values during 
this time. 
 
Building Independence 
Please continue to encourage your child to build their independence in the morning by carrying their own bag into the 
classroom and preparing their own learning materials once they arrive. 

https://www.ardeersthps.vic.edu.au/uploaded_files/media/complaints_policy.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/groups/402506947029831
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Eid al-Fitr  
For our Ardeer South Muslim families this week, we recognise Eid al-Fitr, also called the 
"Festival of Breaking the Fast" or Eid. Eid is celebrated by Muslims worldwide and marks the 
end of the month-long dawn-to-sunset fasting of Ramadan. A celebratory meal breaks the fast 
and at this time charity and good deeds have special significance. Eid is also a time of 
forgiveness and making amends. 
At ASPS, everyone belongs and respecting, recognising and learning about the cultural 
backgrounds of everyone makes us all better people, big or small.  
On behalf of school, we wish you well with this celebration.  

 

Student attendance 
Research demonstrates a strong correlation between students' learning, longer-term life outcomes, attendance at 
school and appropriate participation in education programs.  It is crucial that students develop habits of regular attendance at an 
early age. Absence from school means that learning opportunities are reduced and this can ultimately lead to poorer student 
achievement. We encourage all students to attend school regularly and on time to ensure they receive explicit classroom 
instruction. It is recommended that family holidays should be taken during school holiday where possible. 
 
Lost Property 
In the hallway near the office, we have an area that we place all of the lost property.  During the current weather conditions, it is 
seeing students take their jumpers off when they warm up, often being left in the school yard.  The amount of clothing that we have 
in this area without names on it makes it so difficult to return to students.  Can I please ask that parents label their child’s clothing 
with a permanent texta.  If you do not have a permanent texta, Sandy in the office has a special clothing permanent texta to write 
students names on items.   
 
If the names are on the clothes we will always return them! 
 
Jumper Donations 
If your child(ren) have out grown their school uniform jumpers and you are happy to donate them to the school.  We will happily 
pass them on to students/families in need of a little bit of extra warmth as this colder weather approaches.   
To support this, please give the jumper a wash and send to the office in a bag with the jumper size written on it (if it has no tag).  
Thank you. 
 
Before and After School Supervision at School 
All entry gates will be open from 8:30am for an 8:45am start each day. 
School finishes at 3:15pm for all students; the gates will be open from 3:00pm each day by our student leaders (they always do 
their best to open on time). 
The school grounds are supervised from 8:30am until 8:45am in the morning and from 3:15pm until 3:30pm in the afternoon. 
Children must not arrive before 8.30am. At the end of the day, students and parents must leave the school grounds by 3:30pm. All 
exit gates will be locked from 3:30pm, when staff will typically attend scheduled after school meetings. 
 
2022 Prep Enrolments 

We have already been receiving enquires about new families joining our school in 2022. 

Parents are required to supply the following information when enrolling: 

 Proof of age (birth certificate or passport) 

 Immunisation certificate 

Prep tours will be held throughout Terms 2 & 3 for interested parents. Bookings through the office are essential for the school 

tours.  If you know anyone interested in having a school tour please pass on the school number – 93632768. 

REMINDER: If any of our current families have children beginning school in 2022, please grab an enrolment form from the front 

office. 

We recognise how challenging it is to collect paperwork from the school, so we have also made the school enrolment form 

available on our school website.  Click here - 

https://www.ardeersthps.vic.edu.au/uploaded_files/media/student_enrolment_form.pdf  

School Values 

Our School values are important to us.  Remember to show Respect, Be Responsible and always put in Effort.  

 

Stuart Telford 

Principal 

https://www.ardeersthps.vic.edu.au/uploaded_files/media/student_enrolment_form.pdf
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Ardeer South Primary School is committed to child safety. We want children to be safe, happy and empowered. 

  
 

Come to school on Thursday the 27th of May.  

Classrooms will be open from 2.30 - 3 pm (followed by an afternoon for parents) 

We are really looking forward to sharing our learning with you.  

NAPLAN  

NAPLAN always provides schools with a busy few weeks and 2021 has been no exception. Beginning on Tuesday the 

11th of May, students in Grade 3 and Grade 5 begun the writing NAPLAN test. I’m pleased to report that our kids 

have been fantastic through this period. There have been no tears and our children have given it their best shot. 

Throughout this period, I have encouraged our teachers to maintain a balance between ensuring that the children 

are prepared to succeed in the NAPLAN testing period whilst not placing too much emphasis on it that it becomes a 

distraction or a source of anxiety. I think we have struck a good balance this year. Given that we did not complete 

NAPLAN in 2020 due to the pandemic, this data will provide something of a baseline for us to set future goals against 

as we move forward in our strategic plan. 

National Simultaneous Story Time 

Next Wednesday marks the National Simultaneous Story Time… from space! This day is a government initiative to 

encourage kids to continue to develop good reading habits. All of our students will be taking part in this day by 

reading along with the presenter. Anyone can join in on the reading by registering at: https://www.alia.org.au/nss if 

you wish to join us at home. Given the focus we have placed on developing strong readers at Ardeer South, we are 

keen to support any campaigns that build awareness about the importance of reading.   

Assembly and Parents Back in the School 

Slowly but surely it seems as though our school is beginning to resemble something ‘normal’ after the crazy times of 

2020. One thing I am particularly happy with is the return of parents on the school grounds and now… coming back 

to our assembly. I’ve always viewed our assembly as a great opportunity to share all the good things that are 

happening within the school with the wider community. Whether it be through our Facebook Live platform or now, 

in person, our staff and students love seeing the support from everyone in our community.           

Reporting Process 

Another thing that is going ‘back to normal’ is our reporting process and parent-teacher interviews. Our teachers 

have begun the assessment process that will support them to provide parents with a report that indicates the 

progress made by each child in our school. Families only received a simplified version of this report last year due to 

the limitations of conducting sufficient assessment throughout the remote learning period. Fortunately, with things 

going somewhat back to normal, we have been able to get some great teaching and assessment into all of our 

students so we will be able to produce our ‘usual’ reports. These reports will be available on Monday the 21st of 

June, with parent-teacher interviews to follow on Wednesday the 23rd and Thursday the 24th of June. More 

information will about booking parent-teacher interviews will follow closer to the date. 

https://www.alia.org.au/nss
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Keep smiling! 

Brock Wilson 

Assistant Principal                         
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Ciao a tutti! Hello everyone! 

Students have been busy learning all about families as part of their Social 

Emotional Learning (SEL) in order to get ready for Mother’s Day. We 

discussed who lived in our families and spoke about why our families are 

special to us. For Art, all year levels continued making cards and bouquets 

for the special person in our life as well as making little flowers out of 

hearts (the hearts were leftover from our windchime art experience so we 

were being Sustainable and used them for this experience) to put inside 

the bouquets. For Italian P-2 are continuing to learn about greetings, 

Buongiorno, Ciao and Buona sera, as well as learning to say “Buona festa della mamma” (Happy Mother’s 

Day) in Italian which they wrote in their cards (both English and Italian) for Art. Our little preppies learnt it 

so well that they were able to stand up and wish all the wonderful mums and teachers who are mothers a 

Buona festa della mamma during our assembly last week. They were very cute! While our grades 3 to 6’s 

are continuing with their multicultural and Anzac day research. They are currently translating the 

information from English to Italian. 

That is all from me. Until next time…keep smiling! Signorina Ly 😊 

    

 

 

Foundation - are doing a great job with developing their catching skills, keeping their eyes focused on the bean bag 

and moving their hands to the object. 

Grade1/2 - are improving their AFL skills. Their handpassing accuracy is improving and they have been working on 

their kicking, bending their kicking leg and dropping the ball onto their foot. 

Grade 3/4 - have been focusing on their dodging skills, changing direction with their outside foot and lowering their 

body for balance. 

Grade 5/6 - have been applying their dodging, catching, passing and defending skills 

in netball. They are also consolidating their knowledge of the positions and what 

part of the court they can play in according to their position.  

Regards, 

Mr Belbruno  
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Foundation News 
The swimming program was a hit with our Foundation students.  

 The Swimming program delivered quality swimming and water safety education 

so all our students have the opportunity to learn 

how to swim and develop lifelong skills in 

water safety. By the end of the program, our 

students felt confident and were able to 

demonstrate the knowledge and skills of 

swimming in the water.  

Our 

Foundation 

students all did amazing work, taking aboard 

the school values to and from the swimming 

pools. 

A big thank you to the lovely mums for helping 

us with the students!  
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This week, the Grade 1/2 students have been extremely busy learning and applying their best in all the learning 

opportunities they’ve been exposed to. Week 3 saw the commencement of the Intensive Swimming Program, our 

wonderful students have demonstrated our school values of Respect, Responsibility and Effort and have represented 

the school and themselves incredibly well. We are very proud of our students for their ability to independently 

manage and organise themselves during the program. 

 

In the classroom, for Integrated Studies, the students have explored how schools and classrooms have experienced 

change over time. For maths, we have started our unit on addition and subtraction and look forward to developing a 

range of strategies to support this learning. 

 

Finally, we are also excited to announce the introduction of 1 to 1 iPads for each student in the Grade 1/2 unit. The 

iPads have recently been delivered to the school and gone through extensive setup procedures in preparation for 

student’s usage. During the week, the students have undergone intensive iPad care training and developed and role-

played expectations to ensure the safety of all iPads. Here are the rules we came up with: 
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The year 3/4 students have been working collaboratively, focusing on writing 

Narratives. They have been working with their partners to improve their writing, 

by adding rich and descriptive language. The 3/4’s have been using the register 

continuum, to identify which words are formal and which words are informal. 

Students have been focusing on introducing and describing characters and 

settings using noun groups, within their stories. Working collaboratively is 

important to assist students to build resilience, persist, develop social skills and 

promotes inclusiveness.  
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5/6 Cohort 
 

 

NAPLAN 

By: Maiden Galise 

NAPLAN is a reading, writing, language conventions and math test for all year 

threes, fives, sevens and nines. All children do NAPLAN to test the skills of each 

child in order to get through school. NAPLAN is required for all students to do as it 

helps them get through school. This week the year threes and fives at ASPS have 

started their NAPLAN assessment, and so far they have done the reading and writing 

test. All kids get the opportunity to catch up on the test 

if they were absent and did not get the chance to do the 

test. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Inter-SchoolSports News 

By: Hussna Abbas 

As you may know the grade 5/6s students have been playing inter-school winter sports. There are different types of 

sports. For the term 1 we had soccer, cricket, basketball, and tennis. This term we have Netball, AFL (which stands for 

Australia Football League), Newcomb, and Tee ball. In the first week on Friday we had a game with Our Lady’s 

Primary School and as you may know there were speeches made by the students to tell us a little bit about the games. 

This will continue for the weeks coming. This week we are playing against Albion North and it is an away game 

which means we are going to be playing at their school. We wish them luck and hope they will all come with a 

!!WIN!!. I hope you enjoyed reading and hope you have some clear information about what happens at our school. 

Thank you. 

 

Swimming Program 

By: Kha Tran 

These past 2 weeks the Prep to year 6’s have been doing the swimming. Everyone had a lot of fun. There are 4 

swimming levels - Red,Orange,Yellow and White. And each level do different skills such as backstroke, freestyle 

torpedo, survival backstroke. Each level has different instructors and each grade goes at different times. Everyone has 

had an amazing and fun at swimming 🏊🏊♂️ 

 

I interviewed Ryan N in grade 6 about his swimming experience below: 

 

How do you feel about swimming?  

“Really good! It’s fun with your friends and learning new skills for the future” 

 

What’s your favourite part about swimming?  

“Hanging out with friends and having competition breathing underwater’ 

 

What’s your favourite stroke?  

“My favourite stroke is freestyle because I like moving my arms and legs at the same time. And it’s very fun to do. 
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Friday 7th & 14th May 2021 

Name Class Achievement  

Tait  Prep A For being able to use the bump it up wall all by himself. Well done Tait! 

My Amazing 
Sidekicks 

Prep B For showing the school values during our week of swimming. So proud 
of you all!! 

Meryem 1/2A For demonstrating the value of effort. Meryem is displaying a positive 
spirit and perseverance during swimming, despite her initial reluctance. 
Well done, Meryem! 

Adriel  1/2B For being a cooperative & responsible member of the class room and 
always participating to the best of his ability during our literacy group 

Joseph 1/2C For demonstrating the school value of effort during the first week of 
swimming. Joseph has had a positive attitude and has been very 
responsible. Amazing job Joseph! 

Enoch  3/4A Being responsible and organised during swimming time. Thank you for your 
efforts. 

Danny  3/4B Understanding the elements of noun groups and using them to paint a 
vivid picture in his writing. You are a brilliant, funny grade 4 student! 

Angelo  3/4C For regularly contributing to classroom discussions and using the 5 
senses to help describe characters and settings. 

Solomon  5/6A For always showing effort towards his learning and being a trustworthy 
student. 

Foga’a  5/6B Fantastic positivity and energy during our week of swimming. 

Kha  5/6C For being cooperative, contributing to discussion and providing 
wonderful ideas during our reading groups. 

Tait Prep A Italian For being respectful and the first person to finish his Pop Up card in 
Italian for Mother's Day 

1/2 B The Arts For being respectful learners during our Mosaic Poppy session for 
Anzac Day 

Tyler 5/6B Tutoring For completing 5 pages of Language Conventions with Ms Cronin 
during Tutoring. 

Benjamin 3/4C PE For always giving 100% effort in PE 
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The Amazing 
Students of 
Prep A 

Prep A For demonstrating the school values of Responsibility, Respect and 
Effort during these 2 weeks of swimming. Well done everyone! 

Alisha Prep B For demonstrating the school value of Effort and positive attitude during 
the swimming program. Well done Alisha !! 

Pranay 1/2A For demonstrating the value of effort. Pranay is showing an openness 
to learn and share ideas on how schools and classrooms have 
changed over time. Well done! 

Baran 1/2B For his amazing behaviour and cooperation during split classes 
throughout swimming and always politely reminding me to prepare 
some task and being prepared for learning as soon as we return to 
school. Also for his awesome soccer skills and including me in his 
lunch time game this week! 

Jowina 1/2C For demonstrating the school value of effort during swimming and 
behaving beautifully during our morning circle. She has shown respect 
and Miss Caudwell and I are so proud of you. Well done Jowina 

Nawal 3/4A For responsibility- independently uploading reading notes from home 
onto Showbie. Well done for locating evidence and text clues as 
reasons for your answers. 

Jessica 3/4B For using fantastically descriptive language when describing her 
characters in her stories.  

Benjamin 3/4C For being resilient when facing a difficult situation and persisting with all 
tasks throughout the week. Keep up the amazing work! 

Aydin 5/6A For being a responsible and respectful class member who is 
developing impressive leadership qualities. 

Kathy 5/6B For her positive attitude towards all aspects of school life. 

LJ 5/6C For putting in a fantastic effort in his narrative writing and trying his 
absolute best during NAPLAN. 

Benjamin 3/4C Italian For being the first student to be able to say Buona Festa Della Mamma 
(Happy Mother’s Day) perfectly 

Aara Prep B The Arts For always being a respectful learner during our art sessions 

Poasi  5/6B 
Kathy 5/6B 
Armani 5/6B 

Tutoring For working collaboratively and intelligently, to construct a World Map 
Puzzle, identifying the lines of latitude and longitude, and the seven 
continents. 

Ana   PE For displaying excellent dodging, passing and catching skills in netball 
this week. 

 

 

 
 


