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Dear Ardeer South families,

TERM 4
Monday 14th December
School Council dinner
Thursday 17th December
Last day canteen is open for
the year
Thursday 17th December –
Special WebEx assembly @
2.30pm
Last Day Term 4 – Friday 18th
December - dismissal 1.15pm

This is the final newsletter of 2020. As I take a moment to reflect, I think it is
important to recognise the challenges and successes of such a crazy and
unprecedented year. At the beginning of the year, nobody would have guessed that
students would spend a huge percentage of the year learning from home. Despite
the obstacles presented, I am pleased to say that we navigated our way through
COVID-19 remote and flexible learning and produced some outstanding learning
opportunities for the students. Staff were asked to ‘retrain’ themselves in curriculum
delivery. Students were exposed to a range of new learning methods. And parents
guided and taught their children (whilst many parents also worked from home). It
was certainly a huge ask, but one that we can all be proud of working our way
through. Whilst it seems like students have only just returned to school from remote
learning, we are now transitioning them to their next year level and wishing them well
as they head into the summer break! I do hope that the School Holidays are relaxing
and enjoyable. I am really looking forward to 2021 being a ‘normal’ year and
providing students with ongoing learning opportunities.
Department of Education – COVID-19 Operation Guidelines
This week we have received an updated Operation Guidelines. To ensure
consistency with physical distancing measures, students and families should be
reminded to maintain 1.5 metres between each other as far as is practicable at the
start and end of the school day.
It has been asked that schools implement appropriate actions to reduce the
congregation of adults around the school and reduce congestion. Therefore, we will
continue to maintain our entry and exit processes that are currently in place until the
end of the year. We are hopeful that 2021 will see parents back on school grounds
to collect students at the end of the day.
Student Reports
At Ardeer South Primary School, we know it is vital to involve students and their
parents/carers in learning. This includes providing a written report to parents/carers
on student progress and achievement at least twice a year.
The Department of Education and Training has adjusted the expectations around
student reporting for Semester 2 in recognition of the continued disruption caused by
COVID-19.
While Ardeer South Primary School has continued to deliver a teaching and learning
program and monitor the learning of each student, we have adjusted our usual
program to reflect the recent period(s) of remote and flexible delivery.
Ardeer South Primary School will therefore provide a simplified written report for the
parent/carer of each student enrolled at the school for Semester 2 2020, focusing on

what progress has been made and what has been achieved by each child.
Reports will include:
•
a description of the areas of the Victorian Curriculum taught;
•
a comment on student participation and engagement in the learning program offered;
•
for English and Mathematics:
- student achievement information;
- progress shown from the last time these curriculum areas were reported on;
- a five-point scale.
•
for all other curriculum areas taught:
- student achievement information represented on a continuum of learning
Reports will be available via Compass on Tuesday 15th December 2020. Parents will receive a notification once they
have been approved for release.
If you require access to a printed copy of the school report and do not have access to a printer, please inform your
child’s teacher so that we can provide you with a printed version.
Last Day of Term
The final day of 2020 is Friday 18th December. Students will be dismissed at 1:15pm. There will be NO assembly on
this day.
Special Assembly
On Thursday 17th December at 2:30pm, we will be holding a ‘Special Assembly’. This will be an opportunity to complete
the ‘Time Capsule Garden’, as well as make a few final announcements for the year. We will send a WebEx invite to all
families to see this special assembly.
Christmas Raffle
Unfortunately due to COVID-19 restrictions, the Parents & Friends Sub Committee have not been able to present a
Christmas Raffle this year. Thank you to those families who have been asking about this fund-raising activity. I am sure
that we will make this bigger and better next year.
Staffing for 2020
As the year comes to an end, it will see us farewell some of our staff, greet new staff and see some of our staff take
extended leave.
Sadly we are farewelling • Thomas Gath has accepted a teaching position at St Albans Meadows Primary School for 2021.
• Sree Sivadas and Larissa Everett will be taking some time to explore other exciting work opportunities.
• Sallie Sabey will be taking 12 months Leave Without Pay to spend time with her family. We hope that 2021
provides Sallie with many lovely opportunities and memorable moments.
• Iman Abdo, Dimitra Mazis, Cathy Dominovic, Jacinta Durakovic and Lisa Bailey will all continue to remain on
leave from Ardeer South Primary School. We look forward to their return in 2022.
Whilst I announced last year that Mary Sanelli would be taking a 12 months contract position at Ardeer Primary School.
She has recently been offered an ongoing role in the school. We wish Mary every success in this role and her future at
Ardeer Primary School.
Whilst it is sad to see some of our staff leave our beautiful school at the end of the year, we have been extremely
blessed to have worked with such dedicated staff members. The impact they have had on students’ lives has been lifechanging. We wish them every success in their future in education.
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Congratulations to Sylvana Awada, Holly Dwyer, Michael Osborne, Maria Soldatos, Paola Ly and Sandy Cormack –
who have all been reappointed to their roles for 2021.
We are very excited to announce that we have new staff joining our school in 2021. We welcome David Tran, Elise
Szacuri, Olivia Sinclair-Thomson and Yarni Rengger-Thorpe. They are most excited about teaching at Ardeer South
and we can’t wait for them to join our team.
2021 Classroom and Specialist Teachers
This term has seen us work through a detailed process to appoint the best possible staff to Ardeer South Primary
School, to ensure all our wonderful learning and programs will continue next year. Classroom Teachers, Specialist
Teachers and Educational Support staff have now been finalised and teachers informed as to which grades they will be
teaching next year.
I can now share that the staff for 2021 will be –
Classroom Teachers
Anthony Cavallaro – TEAM LEADER
Room 19
Sylvana Awada
Room 17
David Tran - TEAM LEADER
Room 13
Holly Dwyer
Room 15
Elise Szacsuri
Room 16
Adam McMahon TEAM LEADER/HIGH
Room 11
ABILITIES PROGRAM/21CL
3/4B
Yarni Rengger-Thorpe
Room 14
3/4C
Steven Christoforou
Room 12
5/6A
Michael Osborne – TEAM LEADER
Room 03
5/6B
Maria Soldatos
Room 01
5/6C
Olivia Sinclair-Thomson – LEARNING
Room 02
SPECIALIST
Specialist Teachers
PE
Morgan Belbruno –
JE Room
TEAM LEADER
The Arts
Paola Ly
Sem 1 – Visual Arts – Art Room
Sem 2 – Performing Arts - John Evans Room
Italian
Paola Ly
Room 04 (Italian Room)
Intervention
Melissa Rosini
Intervention Room 2
Tutoring Program
Ruth Cronin-Pagano
Intervention Room 1
Administration
Business Manager
Lucy Caserta
Office Admin
Sandy Cormack
Integration Aides
Heather Rawlings
Debbie Caudwell
My Le Dam
Myra Muszak
Thi Nguyen
Leadership
Learning Specialist
Olivia Sinclair-Thomson
Leading Teacher
Svetlana Bojadzievski
Assistant Principal
Brock Wilson
Principal
Stuart Telford
Prep A
Prep B
1/2A
1/2B
1/2C
3/4A

Department of Education ‘Tutor Learning initiative’ - Learning Enhancement @ ASPS
The 2020 school year has been an extraordinary and challenging one for every school community.
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Many Victorian students spent much of Terms 2 and 3 this year learning remotely and Victorian schools and their
communities have made an exceptional effort to provide continuity of teaching and learning to our students during this
time.
During Term 4, schools across Victoria have been focused on supporting students’ mental health and wellbeing, in
addition to assisting students to readjust to on-site learning. Teachers have also been focusing on assessing student
learning, addressing individual learning gaps and identifying those students who need extra support for their learning,
using classroom-based observation and assessments.
We know that the remote learning experience was different for every student. While some students thrived, some
students may not have engaged as fully with remote learning. For most of our students, regular high-quality teaching in
2021 will be enough to help them progress to the expected level of learning. Some students will benefit from additional
intensive learning support in 2021.
As you may be aware, in response to this, the Victorian Government is investing $250 million in the Tutor Learning
Initiative to enable schools across Victoria to engage around 4,100 teachers as tutors in 2021 to support students who
need extra assistance with their learning.
Further information about the Tutor Learning Initiative, and how it will be implemented for students who need individual
learning support in our school, will be issued before students begin tutoring in 2021.
This program is to offer support to students in Literacy and Numeracy as a result of interrupted learning opportunities in
2020 due to COVID-19. I am pleased to announce that Ms Ruth Cronin will be overseeing the tutoring program in
2021. As a staff we will develop a timetable of students who will benefit from accessing this program to ensure that we
provide students with enhanced learning opportunities.
School Council NEWS
School Council has endorsed Curriculum Days for 2021. I can confirm that the dates for 2021 are –
Term 1 - Friday 5th February 2021
Term 2 – Friday 30th April 2021
Term 3 – Friday 23rd July 2021
Term 4 – Monday 1st November 2021 (Day before Melbourne Cup)
Please note these dates in your diaries.
Next week we will be holding our final School Council meeting for 2020. I just want to take a moment to thank our
School Councillors for their time and effort during the year. I especially want to recognise the contribution shown by our
School Council President – Natasha Quinney – for the way that she has supported the school throughout the year.
Particularly her commitment to the school review process. Thanks Tash!
Swimming Program in 2021
In 2021 the school will be using Department of Education ‘Equity Money’ to fund a swimming program for EVERY
student. We recognise that all families may have had challenges getting their children to swimming in 2020 due to
COVID-19 restrictions. As a school, we recognise that swimming is a life-time skill, as well as a potential lifesaving skill.
Therefore, we have provided all students with the opportunity to attend a 10-day intensive swimming program in early
Term 2 (weeks 2 and 3). As we get closer to the activity we will provide additional details.
Grade 6 Graduation
On Tuesday 15th December it is the Grade 6 Graduation. A massive thank you to our Grade 5/6 teachers (Adam,
Michael & Marie) for the time and effort put into arranging this event. I also want to thank parents for their patience
whilst we waited for the Department of Education to update the operation guidelines to determine how we can navigate
the event. Whilst we thought we would not be able to have any onsite celebration, we are excited that parents are now
able to be onsite to be a part of this celebration. Even though we are limited to numbers due to space in the John
Evans Room, we are excited that this event can now take place. I also wanted to take this opportunity to congratulate
and celebrate the outstanding achievements of our graduates and wish them well as they take their next step on their
educational journey.
4|Page

Student Leaders in 2020
I want to take this opportunity to recognise the outstanding work of our 2020 School Captains – Liana and Abhi.
They have done an outstanding job all year and have been exceptional student leaders. I am particularly proud of the
way they have organised and facilitated weekly assemblies. The commitment they have shown to their role has been
excellent and they have excellent futures as leaders in their chosen areas.
State-wide Orientation Day - Step Up Day
Tuesday 8th December was the State-wide Orientation Day for all government schools. On this day our Year 6 students
travelled to their respective Secondary Colleges for the day and we welcomed our 2021 Prep students. This was a very
exciting day for all students. The students enjoyed the opportunity to see their new learning environments. I have
certainly heard many exciting stories from our Grade 6 students about Science experiments and cooking activities. It’s
lovely to hear the student’s enthusiasm and excitement towards their next learning journey.
Lost Property
Over the last few weeks, there has been an increase in lost property. Unfortunately, there is a number of items that do
not have names on them and we are unable to return them to the students. Students will be reminded to look in the lost
property for any missing items. All lost property will be cleared at the end of the year.
Term 1 2021
Teachers are officially due back to school on Wednesday 27th January 2021. This will be a pupil free day where staff
will be engaged in learning opportunities. Students resume school on Thursday 28th January 2021. Please note that
our 2021 Prep children will do ‘half days’ on Thursday 28th January and Friday 29th January 2021. This will see the Prep
children being dismissed at 1pm. For the month of February, Prep children DO NOT attend school on Wednesdays –
this day is provided for teachers to invite students in to have assessments. These times will be provided to parents at
the beginning of next year.
School Values
Our School values are important to us. Remember to ‘Respect Others’, ‘Be Responsible’ and always put in ‘Effort’.
Thank you
This will be our final newsletter for the year, therefore I would like to take the opportunity to say thank you to the many
parents who volunteer their time to help out in the school, as well as our dedicated School Council members. A big
thank you must also go to our staff, teaching and non-teaching for the way they have supported the students and the
school throughout the year. I would also like to thank the students for the manner in which they approach all aspects of
their school life, as well as the way they endeavour to display our school values on a daily basis. I look forward to next
year and working together to support all students’ academic and social growth in 2021.
I truly hope that all the students have a fantastic holiday and all families are able to spend some quality time together.
I look forward to hearing all the holiday stories.
Merry Christmas.
Stuart Telford
Principal
Ardeer South Primary School is committed to child safety. We want children to be safe, happy and empowered.
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Whew!
We’ve nearly made it to the end of the year!
Despite the year ending, there has been no sign of things slowing down just yet at Ardeer South Primary
School.
This past Tuesday, we were excited to finally meet our 2021 Prep
students for the first time. Though the rules about Prep transition have
changed many times throughout the year, we always hoped that we
would be able to get our 2021 crew in for a visit before they begin
school officially next year. I’m happy to report that there were many
excited smiling faces, with only a couple of nervous tears shed. We’ve
got a great bunch of kids joining us in 2021, so please make them feel
welcome when you come across them next year.
If the walls of Ardeer South Primary School could talk, the could tell some pretty amazing stories. There’s a
lot of history in this place! In a usual (non-COVID) school year, ASPS hold various events to bring the
community together. The school has a rich history of events such as this and we are hoping that we can get
back into it in 2021. One of the famous events held at the school is the Bruce Proud race that occurs each
year in honour of a former long-serving principal of our school. This event went ahead on Wednesday
(without our usual community involvement, due to COVID restrictions). You can read Mr Mac’s report in
this very newsletter.
I tend to get a bit reflective as the year ends, so I’d like to take a second
to look back and thank you all for the overwhelming support we received
from families throughout what has been the craziest school year that I
have ever experienced. Though I have only been a part of this school
community for the past 6 months, I feel like it has been a lot longer due
to the connections I have been able to build with so many of you. It’s
great to work in a community where so many parents are invested in
working alongside teachers to help their children reach their full
potential. Let’s hope for a COVID free year next year, with fewer
restrictions, so we can have you all visiting the school in more meaningful
ways.
Before we know it, 2021 will be upon us and we will be gearing up for another big school year. Before that
happens, make sure you take a moment to reflect on what a monumental achievement this year has been.
I am so proud of the resilience shown by so many within our community – and it is nearly the time for a
well-earned break.

Keep Smiling!

Brock Wilson
Assistant Principal

6|Page

As I reflect on the year gone by I find myself referring back to the word Community. This term
I have felt the sense of community when I saw the students run through the school gates with
big smiles on their faces every morning, when I watched the students share their work with
their classmates and when those classmates cheered and applauded afterwards.
Given the year we have had, we no longer take these interactions for granted. To have
students learning onsite rather than remotely and for students to collaborate and celebrate
their learning face to face – these are magical moments that I have learnt to appreciate so
much more.
I wanted to take this moment to thank each and every family for their dedication,
commitment and effort through what has been an extremely challenging 2020.
I know that you are all looking forward to a more stable year next year as are we.
Please enjoy your time together these holidays, stay safe and we look forward to seeing you
all again in 2021!
Svetlana Boja
Leading Teacher
Student Wellbeing
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My thanks to the Ardeer South Primary School Community: Sallie Sabey
I will be having a year’s leave from teaching in 2021 and I just wanted to say my
thanks to the whole school community for the privilege it’s been to teach the
wonderful students at ASPS over many years.
Over the years my greatest reward as a teacher has been seeing our children grow
both academically and socially from prep to grade 6. After leaving ASPS, in many
instances, our students have come back to our school to acknowledge the contribution myself and all ASPS teachers
over the years have contributed to their educational journey, which is lovely.
Thank you to all the Staff, Leadership, Students and Parents of this wonderful school for your dedication to the
education of all our students and support over the years. I really value our team efforts and wish everyone a
fantastic year in 2021.
Cheers
Sallie Sabey
Hi Everyone!
We have been getting into the
Holiday Spirit these past two
weeks! For Drama I have been
able to provide the students
from Foundation to Grade 2 with little bells to sing and perform Jingle Bells.
Students absolutely loved singing the song with the little bells and doing the
actions to the lyrics. We also pretended to be robots, dinosaurs and continued
to rehearse for our whole school End of Year performance. Our Foundation class
even had some visitors from the 5/6 class to show them how to perform. Our
Grades 3-6 finished rehearsing and recording their improvisation and reenactment performances. Some re-enactments included scenes from the show
Friends and movies Rush Hour and Harry Potter. For literacy, in F-2 we read the
story of the Jolly Postman as we learnt how to write letters and cards (eg.
Birthday and Christmas cards) and made gifts like origami and puppets to give
to our family and friends. All the grades made cards and letters to give to
their families, teachers and friends. We had a Postbox to put
our completed letters and cards in and we
will be choosing a student to be the
“Postman” and deliver the letters and cards
to everyone in the school as part of our
Jolly Postman role-playing.
That is all from us. Until next time…Keep
Smiling!

8|Page

Prep A
We have been enjoying discovering all of the rhyming words that we can hear in Pamela Allen’s stories. We love
identifying words that rhyme and we have been investigating how to spell and sort lists of words that rhyme. We all
love rhyming words and are on our way to becoming mini rhyming word experts!

This week in Prep B we have been
focusing on measurement. We went
outside with Popsicle sticks and
measured the P-2 Playground as
well as our own classroom. It was
so much fun seeing how long things
are.
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And that is a wrap for 2020……
Congratulations to all the 1/2 students for an outstanding and challenging year! You have
made your teachers proud. We wish you all the very best for next year and we know you’ll
make your teachers next year proud!
The students spoke about their memories of 2020 with their class and completed a sheet,
drawing and writing their favourite memories.
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Grade 5/6 News
This week was an exciting week for most of our Grade 6 students who were given
the opportunity to spend a day at their 2021 secondary school. We trust that they
had a great day exploring the exciting facilities and meeting some of their 2021
teachers.

For the Grade 5s, this was a chance for them to show off their
impressive leadership qualities as they prepare to be the
leaders of our school next year. They were paired with some
visiting Preps and showed them the exciting possibilities
our new iPads provide. The Grade 5s were terrific role
models and showed lots of patience as they guided the
Preps through a range of apps.
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Scholarship
We would like to congratulate Emre Guvenbas on achieving a scholarship for Sunshine College. Emre is our Red House
Captain and has been jointly responsible for organising lunch time activities. He worked hard on his scholarship
application and spoke well at his interview with the panel at Sunshine College. Well done Emre!!!

Bruce Proud Race
In bright Sunshine the year 6s continued on our tradition of running the Bruce Proud Race in December, a tradition
that began almost 3 decades ago. It was great to see the school community spirit with all children counting down the
start. The girls’ race was first and was won comprehensively by Samui, who ran in a time that would have beaten the
teachers. Kaylin also ran strongly to finish second, followed by Tina. The boys’ race was closely run with Sam coming
from back in the pack to claim the first prize. It was literally a photo finish with the judges having to freeze frame the
video to find that Fila was just ahead of Sayed to claim second prize, Sayed settling for third. Medallions were
presented in front of a cheering crowd. All place getters will also receive their official medallions at graduation next
week. Congratulations to all runners.
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This term has been full of fun and excitement at SchoolsOUT, we have focused on
science experiments this term from the interest of children. A few experiments we
have done are Magic Milk, DIY Lava Lamps and watching water travel using food
colour and many more!
Sport has been another big interest this term with sports ranging from Badminton to
Baseball and Downball to Soccer!
Our program offers different Art, S.T.E.M, Drama, Sport, Music and Cooking each
night to keep the children engaged and learning through play! We use each child’s
individual interest to program and plan and get them involved in the process to
ensure we install their sense of belonging into our service!
To enrol for 2021 jump onto our website https://www.schoolsout.net.au/ and follow
the prompts or call us on 0448 667 747 for more information!
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Friday 4th & 11th December 2020
Name
Kaya
Samar
Nelisha

Class

Award

Prep A
Prep B
1/2A

Kaya is working so well with her reading. Keep up the great work!
For always participating in class discussion and being a great friend.
For always trying her best in all areas of our learning. Keep it up,
Nelisha!
For being a cheerful and friendly student in 12B who always brings
extra creativity to everything she does!
For always participating in class discussion and always upholding the
school values. Well done Zaroon
For being so generous with your time, and helping us to use our iPads,
and sharing your knowledge. Thank you
For her amazing effort when calculating the areas of rectangles and
squares within the classroom, well done!
For taking on the challenge on completing 3 digit multiplication sums to
calculate the area of different objects.
For his excellent coding skills and persistence when moving his Sphero
around the airport.

Tuba

1/2B

Zaroon

1/2C

Class of 5/6B

3/4A

Mandje

3/4B

Harry

3/4C

Dzan

5/6A

Saige

5/6B

Consistent excellence with 21st Century Learning. Well done on
your achievements this year!

JP

5/6C

For working hard to complete some amazing artwork for our time
capsule.
For being respectful and attentive learners during class. Well Done!

Class of 3/4A
Class of 3/4C
Fajar 1/2A
Robel
The Marvelous
and talented
Prep B
The Superstars
of 12A
The 12B crew

Performing
Arts
Literacy
Support
PE
Prep A
Prep B

1/2A
1/2B

For making awesome graphic novels and showing me all their hard
work. Such a great effort!
For being a great role model to her peers each week in PE.
Robel knows how to read with expression and uses an exclamation
mark correctly!
For being absolutely amazing students all year round. You have worked
so hard this year. I am so proud of you all!
For always showing a positive attitude towards your learning. Fantastic
effort. I am super proud of everyone!
This year 12B decided we were a crew that had to try and stay afloat when we need to join back together we sing “all aboard” and “aye aye”.
This year we really needed to stay afloat through some pretty crazy
times.I am so proud of the 12B crew. We did it. Best of luck in your new
classes. Mrs Rawlings and I will miss you!!
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My beautiful
1/2C students

1/2C

The whole of
3/4A

3/4A

Jemimah

3/4B

Ridwan

3/4C

The AMAZING
5/6A

5/6A

Steven

5/6B
5/6C

The
INCREDIBLE
5/6C
1/2B
3/4B
Samui 5/6 A

Performing
Arts
Literacy
Support
PE

What an amazing rollercoaster ride we have been on together this year.
From the beginning when we first met till now, I am so proud of you all
and your achievements. I will definitely miss you all and your laughs
that echoed in the classroom…Congratulations and wishing you all the
very best in 2021!!!
Wow! What an amazing collection of individuals I have had the
pleasure of teaching, this year. You have hung out with me, virtually, at
my house, met my cat, walked through my garden. I have met your
dogs and stuffed toys, younger siblings and we have laughed and
played and hopefully learned a lot. Thank you and remember the tree
planted, at my house, in your honour.
For being passionate about her Reading and reading over 600 books
on Epic, what a phenomenal effort.
For always being enthusiastic about reading by nearly reading every
single book in the classroom. Great effort Ridwan!!
For their perseverance through remote learning and being all-round
amazing kids. It has been an honour to have this group as my first class
and getting through this unusual time together. I will miss you all!

Working hard to complete set tasks. Well done!
For a brilliant year full of surprises, great achievements, laughter, tears
and triumphs! Thank you for being my favourite class of this decade!.
For their excitement with performing Jingle Bells, complete with bells.
For being respectful learners during their literacy session
For displaying excellent athletic and sporting ability this year.
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