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Dear Ardeer South Primary School Community, 
 
Believe it or not – this is our first newsletter for this term.  We opted to place a stop 
to the fortnightly newsletters during the remote learning as we were providing so 
much correspondence through Compass and Facebook.  However, now that 
students are back at school – we want to begin using our newsletter to recognise 
student achievements as well as share important information with our community.  I 
wanted to take this opportunity to thank our families for transitioning to Compass so 
quickly.  Whilst it may have been a little challenging for some, the benefits of 
aligning our community with this online portal has huge positive outcomes.  I also 
want to thank those families who have connected with our private Facebook group 

(https://www.facebook.com/groups/402506947029831/), it is great to see 

the overall engagement in this space.   
 
The entire staff and I were thrilled to see our Prep, Grade 1 and Grade 2 students 
return to school.  We are equally excited about our Grade 3-6 students returning 
next Tuesday 9th June.  After visiting the classrooms it was clear to see that 
everyone was delighted to be back!  Our focus has been on student engagement 
and wellbeing, whilst redeveloping our core learning in classrooms.  We want to 
ensure that all children reconnect with each other and teachers – its similar to 
beginning the school year all over again. 
 
Our new drop off and picking up procedures have worked so well! All staff have 
been amazing in developing these approaches.  I have to say THANK YOU to our 
parents and carers.  You have been absolutely fantastic and we appreciate all the 
positive feedback we have received about these arrangements in these highly 
unusual times. 
 
How wonderful it is to hear the sounds of happy children's voices at school again 
and to see their smiling faces at school. Thank you to our P-2 parents and carers 
for preparing your children for the return to school. All our P-2 students have 
returned with enthusiasm, and are displaying our school values of Respect, Effort 
and Responsibility with big, big smiles! 
 
The last two weeks have gone so smoothly and we are very happy with the way 
our daily schedule is providing flexibility to students and staff so we can ease back 
into school routines.  
 
Our Grade 3 -6 students have continued to do an amazing job of managing remote 
learning.  I am so impressed with the quality of work produced and engagement in 
work tasks. I am also extremely impressed with the collaborative group work the 
students have done. While some of the students found remote learning a bit tricky 
to navigate it has offered lots of new skills to be developed that we hope will 
provide further opportunities at school in the future. 
 

 

 

WebEx Assemblies @ 2.45pm  

Friday, 12th June 

Friday, 19th June  

WebEx Assembly @ 2.00pm  

Friday, 26th 2pm 

 

Super Hero Day – Friday, 
June 26th   

Last day of Term 2 – Friday, 

26th June @ 2.30pm 

School Photos – Wednesday, 

August 12th  
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Following advice from the Chief Health Officer, the next stage of phased return to on-site schooling will commence on 
next week - Tuesday 9th June. This will see the return of our Year Three to Year Six students to on-site learning. 
 
To support the health and wellbeing of all our students and staff, our school will continue an enhanced cleaning routine 
and will encourage frequent washing of hands and use of hand sanitizer. 
 
If your child is ill or is feeling unwell, they must not attend school. They must remain home and you should seek 
medical advice. 
 
While the Chief Health Officer has advised that students will not be required to maintain physical distancing at school, 
there will be a number of important changes to our school operations that will continue for the remainder of Term Two, 
consistent with health advice. 
- school gates will only open at 8:30am to allow entry into the school, as children enter the school they will be provided 
with hand sanitizer 
- restrictions on access to the school site for anyone other than immediate school staff, students or organised 
contractors remain in place; 
- students need to bring their own water bottle for use at school as students are not to drink from the drinking fountains 
at this time. Students will be able to refill their bottles;  
- students need to bring a packed lunch and snack, the canteen will not open until further notice. 
 
We will continue to encourage staff and parents to observe physical distancing measures by not congregating in areas 
inside or around the school. We ask that adults maintain 1.5m between themselves and use the markings on the 
footpath to support the social distancing measures. 
 
At the end of the day we will continue to dismiss students from the front of the school (grassed area). Any students in 
Grade 3-6 that walk home by themselves, it would be highly appreciated if we can have a letter from parents/guardians 
that indicates that you provide permission for students to walk home from school.  This will support our end of day 
dismissal process that will see all students handed to parents first, then students dismissed to walk home  
 
We also recognise that on cold/wet days we will use our sheltered dismissal technique. This process will require 
patience from parents and not overcrowding the dismissal points. Please stay in your vehicles or arrive at school at 
3:15pm on rainy days. The more that we can ‘space out’ parent/adult arrival – the easier it is for staff to hand over 
children in this more cramped up area. There is no need to rush, we will hand your children over to you as you gradually 
make your way pass the pick-up point. We simply ask that our parents adhere to the 1.5m social distancing measures 
during this time. We also ask that you bring an umbrella or appropriate wet weather gear that allows you to collect your 
children quickly and depart from school through the car park gates. 
 
The ‘SchoolsOUT’ Before and After School Care program has now been in place for two weeks and it has been great to 
see some of our families use this service. This can be accessed Before School from 6:30am – 8:45am, and After School 
from 3:15pm – 6:30pm at a minimal cost. Please call 0448 667 747 to make a booking. 
 
As of next week we will have all our students back at school. All staff are very excited to have the kids back. As a result 
of this, schools will no longer be offering a remote learning program for students, it is expected that all children will 
return back to school. If parents choose to keep their child at home, they will be responsible for maintaining student 
learning. 
 
This term has seen our school quickly engage with new technology and 21st Century Learning.  As a result of this, staff 
have identified that the classroom computers no longer meet the needs of the learning opportunities being targeted in 
the classroom and have created planning and curriculum to use portable devices, such as iPads.  Therefore, if there are 
any families who would like a desktop computer for home, please let the school know and we will prepare one for you to 
be collected – free of charge.  To support this modification in our approach to technology use, all our Grade 5/6 students 
will soon be provided with a 1-to-1 iPad to support their learning in the classroom.  This will see the availability of iPads 
increase in our Grade 3/6 area as well, as the shared iPads will be distributed in this area.  In future years, we hope to 
build on our iPad availability to students and add to our devices in the school.  How exciting!   



3 | P a g e  
 

All students who have had a loaned device please return it back to the office. We simply ask that all devices, power 
adapters and power cords be wiped down with a disinfectant and sanitized before being returned to school in a plastic 
bag. Please action this as soon as possible so that we can recirculate the devices back in to use for all of our students 
to use. 
 
Our lovely cleaner – Biljana – will continue to complete enhanced cleaning throughout Term 3. The enhanced 
progressive cleaning throughout the day has a focus on high-touch surfaces. 
In summary, it includes: 
An increase in the frequency of the regular cleaning beyond what is normally required, using detergent/disinfectant to 
wipe areas including, but not limited to: 

 doors (door handles, handrails and guardrails) 

 kitchenettes including sinks 

 drinking troughs and fountains 

 student tables, chairs and lockers 

 electrical fixtures and appliances (switches, printers, photocopiers, fridges etc.) 

 bathroom areas (including toilets, washbasins, soap dispensers) classroom waste bins 

 teaching and non-teaching area floors (hard floors and soft floors) 
 
Whilst there seems to be so much to cover in this first newsletter, I don’t want to miss this opportunity to recognise the 
fantastic staff at Ardeer South Primary School.  We are coming out of one of the toughest educational times. However, 
our staff have accepted the challenges of this event and have produced some of the most amazing learning 
opportunities for our children to ensure we were able to maintaining our approach to learning. I could not be more proud 
of all of the staff and what they have achieved. 
 
In amongst the chaos of this term, we have also welcomed our new Assistant Principal – Mr Brock Wilson – to the 
school.  We are most excited by his curriculum knowledge as well as his endless skills that will support our staff in 
creating further learning opportunities for the students. Please make Brock feel welcome if you see him. 
 
In closing I would like to especially thank the parents/carers, students and staff for the way you have all adjusted and 
worked through an 8 week period. At times it has been lonely, tough and frustrating for everyone but your resilience has 
shone through. We still have a few hurdles to jump, but it appears as if we are starting to come out the other side. I am 
very proud to be principal of such an understanding and supportive school community. 
 
We’re all in this together. 
Stuart Telford 
Principal 
 

 

Ardeer South Primary School is committed to child safety. We want children to be safe, 

happy and empowered. 
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Following our successful conclusion to remote learning, our grade 1/2 cohort 

transitioned well back into regular school routines. It felt almost as though the 

students had never been absent as we settled back into onsite learning. We 

have proudly noted that 1/2 students have embraced the newly adapted school 

rules set by the school effortlessly.  

On Wednesday, the 27th of May, grade 

1/2s participated in the National 

Simultaneous Story Time. The students enjoyed reading ‘Chicken 

Divas’ alongside students across the country. Some grades responded 

with craft activities while others participated in a role play activity 

where they performed as Divas. Students had a ball! At the end of the 

reading session, students were presented with a certificate for being 

one out of a million students who participated in National 

Simultaneous Story Time across Australia.  

Grade 1/2 Teachers 

 

 
 

 

 

 
All of Prep A enjoyed listening to the story of  

Chicken Divas on National Simultaneous Story Time Day.   

We made a colourful collage of dancing chicken divas! 

The chickens were singing. Meryem 

They were all dancing. Yahya 

The two chickens and the fox started singing. Vanessa 

The chickens were sleeping. Dhruv 

The chickens were dancing. Charlotte 

Mr Telford was being funny. Kaya 

We used feathers to make a chicken. Tiffany 

The animals all danced.  Robel 

The big chickens had earings. Dinah 

The book was very fun.  Francesco 

I liked it. Judah 

I give it 10/10! Jordan 
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This week in Prep B we were learning about 2D shapes. Some of 
the things we learnt were how many sides a shape had as well 
as how many corners. The students had an amazing time making 
different 2D shapes with blocks 

 

 

3/4 

We would like to thank everybody for their support, hard work and efforts 

during remote learning. We look forward to seeing you all on Tuesday.   

Mr Gath, Mr C &  

Ms Cronin 
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I’d like to take this opportunity to thank all the families 

who helped our students achieve so much throughout 

this term under very different (and sometimes difficult) 

circumstances. Remote teaching and home learning has 

been an experience like no other but I’m extremely proud 

of the students’ positive attitude, patience and 

willingness to adapt.    – Mr Osborne, 5/6C 

 

The following is a reflection by Jacob, one of our students:  

“I like home learning because we can see our family most of the time, we can use technology and we can 

communicate without even speaking . . . we use WebEx and Showbie where you can type instead of talk. 

With home learning you can also have a rest whenever you like. 

Some of the things I don’t like are that you need a device and using technology too much can cause bad 

eyesight. Another thing is that you need good reliable internet.” 

Back to School! 

As our time in remote learning comes to and end 5/6A have been reflecting on their feelings towards coming back to 

school. When asked about how they felt about coming back to school this is how they reacted… 
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Grade 5/6A have been hard at work as they complete their final projects for Inquiry! This semester we have been 

learning about natural disasters and how they occur. 5/6A have been researching and creating wonderful projects, 

each with a unique take on how a natural disaster occurs! Here is what some student had to say about it… 

During this term all three 5/6 grades have been working on natural 

disasters as our inquiry topic. The teachers decided on creating a 

project for us which included a descriptive explanation text about our 

disaster, an animation or diorama showing how the disaster occurs 

and a news report talking about a well-known disaster. I created a 

Minecraft scene of a tsunami. This project was very exciting to work on 

and I was very happy with my outcome.  

Jana Trajkovska (5/6A) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This term I have been learning about Natural disasters. Our class had to do to a project on a type of natural disaster 

and I chose Earthquakes. I have learnt many things about earthquakes such as how they happen, what is the effect 

of them and much more. We had to create the natural disaster using different types of materials. I used Lego and 

sound effects to create a stop motion of an earthquake in action. I had a lot of fun doing this inquiry project. 

Ryan Nguyen 5/6A 
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In 5/6B we have been remote learning from home for the first 8 weeks of Term 2, we return to school on 

Tuesday June 9. We have learnt a lot in this term and are thankful for the opportunity to have learning 

opportunities provided, along with WebEx conferences while at home.  

We, as a class, would like to take this opportunity to thank Mr Telford for his amazing leadership, 

helping everyone in our school community in their remote learning journey. We are so appreciative of 

your hard work and care for our school.  

Here are our thoughts about our remote learning.  

Thank you, from Saige and Tahlia, 5/6B 

Positive Minus Interesting 

More resources Less explanation Takes longer to finish 

Able to freely use the internet Don’t have school resources Depends on internet 

Can get help from 
parents/guardians 

Shorter time for help from 
teacher 

Can perfect areas that you 
wouldn’t normally 

Aren’t restricted to the iPads Some students don’t have 
good internet 

Can get distracted easily 

Not as much drama Can’t socialise with people 
privately 

Lose your social skills 

No issues in the classroom Might not be allowed to 
FaceTime, house party etc. to 
socialise with 

Have a scary story about a 
pandemic (fun...) 

Different types of programs  

that you can do work in 

Stressed about some of the 
work 

We can’t contact the teacher 
anytime 

Be with family Can’t see friends School assembly 

Safe  During break boredom WebEx meetings 

Finish work early instead of 
getting more work 

Less face to face 
communication 

Specialists  

Family supporting in school work Less active Still do school programs 

Using the technology better Less social Successful remote learning in 
classes 

Learning is the same Not in school in environment 
or routine 

Having yummy and better 
lunches 

Doing work independently  Can get confused Can search internet for help 
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Ben tornati a tutti!  

Welcome back everyone! 

It has been so nice to finally meet some of 

the students of our Ardeer South Family. 

Everyone has settled in well into the Italian 

classes and as a start to the return of scuola 

(school) we revisited the Arcobaleno trail 

(Rainbow trail). We practiced writing and saying the Italian words Andra' tutto bene 

(everything will be alright) and the children coloured in beautiful rainbow pictures.  We talked about how children in 

Italy missed their friends very much just like they did and how doing 

beautiful rainbows cheered them up. We practiced saying the word 

Arcobaleno and displayed the pictures on our windows facing the 

playground so the children could see their beautiful drawing when playing 

outside. It was great to see the children excited to see their work and even 

practicing saying "Andra tutto bene" during playtime. While the second 

week saw the beginning of Winter, to celebrate the beginning of Inverno 

(Winter) children watched the song Let It Go from the movie Frozen in 

Italian which they loved, they practiced writing the word Inverno, 

coloured in a Winter picture and also made a pupazzo di neve (Olaf snowman). 

Overall a fantastic return to Italian class and great effort from all the F-2 

children.  Bravissimi!  

That is all from Italian, alla prossima volta ciao! (Until next time, ciao!)  

Signorina Ly 

Hello Ardeer South community, 

I just wanted to take this opportunity to introduce myself. My name is Brock Wilson and I 

was recently appointed as the Assistant Principal at Ardeer South Primary School. As of next 

week, I’ll be joining the team at Ardeer South as we work hard to support all students with 

their transition back to on-site learning. 

As a school leader, I have spent extensive time studying leadership at a Masters level and 

I’ve learned a lot about how teachers can effectively work together to cater for the needs of 

all students. In the past few years, most of my work has been around the professional 

development of teachers and the teams that they work in. I believe that all schools should embrace the lifelong 

learning culture, where both students and teachers are constantly immersed in learning how to be the absolute 

best versions of themselves. My approach is best captured by the academic Jim Knight who said; “when teachers 

stop learning, so do students”. 

Outside of work, my life is very busy at the moment as my wife and I recently had our first child. My daughter 

hasn’t quite mastered sleep just yet, but she sure knows how to make me smile. I enjoy nothing more than 

spending time with my family and friends. I’m also a big North Melbourne fan in the AFL and I can’t wait for the 

footy to begin again soon! 

So far, I could not be more impressed with the warmth and sense of community at Ardeer South and I am excited 

to get to know the many families that make up our school. I know just how important the connection between 

school and family is on student achievement, so I can’t wait to establish a relationship with each and every one of 

you. 

 Drop by and say hello – I’m the tall guy with the smiling face!  
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Hi everyone. Welcome back to onsite learning after a very interesting and somewhat challenging time. 

Thank you to all the students and parents for an extremely positive and smooth return back to school. 

Be at school on time! 

At the moment, there are a number of students who are arriving late to school each day.  

Being late for school has a negative impact on your child's learning. We all run late sometimes however 

chronic lateness eventually takes its toll on a student’s overall educational experience. 

Being just 10 minutes late every day adds up to an hour a week of lost learning. This adds up to one week 

of school missed in a year. 

Being late for class often means important interactions and learning opportunities are missed and the 

learning of other students in the class, is interrupted.  

Arriving at least 5 minutes before the school day begins allows your child time to prepare.  

School gates open at 8.30am each morning. 

Breakfast Club 

The Ardeer South Breakfast Club is run from 8.30am –8.45am 
every morning. It is provides a healthy start to the day for a 
number of children at our school. 

Breakfast Club is located in the John Evans room and it is a great 
place to meet other students and staff who give their time for this 
service in school. 

 

Before & After School Care 

Offering quality Before & After School care and Holiday Care programs. We believe in bare feet on the 

grass, nutritious food and adventure. Daily cooking, Sport, STEM and Art! Caring for children aged 5-12 

years. Our program is not only educational but also FUN! Children are given the chance to learn through 

play, nurture their artistic side, explore the world of sports or even sit quietly and watch a movie. Every day 

we provide delicious food for everyone to snack on and even give the children the chance to help prepare 

their food. Our cooking lessons are wildly popular and will often yield yummy treats to be taken home – 

perfect for the following days lunchbox! Some activities on plan for the next fortnight include tie-dye 

pillow cases, jewellery making, banana bread baking, battle blocks, playground play and free play with cars, 

barbies, farm animals, board games and MUCH MORE! Our fees are as low as $3.47 per Before School Care 

session and $4.16 per After School Care session with Government rebates applied. Our Service hours are: 
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Before School Care - 6:30am – 8:45am  

After School Care - 3:15pm – 6:30pm 

You can reach us anytime at 0448 667 747 for all enquiries and enrolment information or alternatively 

check out our website or Facebook page! https://www.schoolsout.net.au 

 

The following dates are very important for ALL students who will be attending Secondary School in 2022 

– our current Year 5 students.  

If applications for Private Secondary School are not in by Friday 21st August, 2020 your child will not be 

enrolled in your school of choice. 

If you are intending to apply to a Private Secondary College for Year 7, 2022 please contact that college for 

their application form. 

21st August 2020: Applications close for 2022 Year 7 students in Private Secondary Colleges – our 

current Year 5 Students 

15th October 2020: Offers posted to prospective 2022 Year 7 applicants 

6th November 2020: Final date for families to accept offers made by the Private Secondary College. 

If you have any questions, please contact Adam McMahon at Ardeer South P.S. on 93632768.  

Parent Survey 

We understand how valuable parent feedback is going to be as we continue to improve our school. I will be 

sending out regular surveys asking you to share your experiences with different initiatives around the 

school. You may have noticed a post about this on Compass or on our school Facebook page. The purpose 

of this survey is for you to reflect on the successes and challenges from the remote learning period. This 

information will help our staff learn how to best support your children when learning from home. If you 

haven’t done so already, please take a few minutes to complete the short survey. 

Kind Regards, 

Brock Wilson 

Assistant Principal                

 

https://www.schoolsout.net.au/
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Students are invited to come to school 

dressed as a Superhero! 

Friday June 26th, 2020 
 

To celebrate the true superheroes that have helped 

us get through this time! 

 

(Mums, Dads, teachers, grandmas, 

grandpas, doctors, 

nurses, childcare 

workers, paramedics 

etc) 
 



13 | P a g e  
 

Year 7 Transition to Secondary School 2021 

Dear Grade 6 Parents/Carers, 

Enrolling your child, or children, in year 7 is an important choice. The department’s findmyschool website 

allows you to locate your designated neighbourhood government school based on your permanent 

address.  

A reminder that Year 7, 2021 transition application forms for secondary school placements were due to be 

returned to school by Friday May 29, 2020.  

Transition forms were mailed home on April 30 to be completed and sent to school. If you require another 

form, please pick one up from the school office as soon as possible.  

Please note that if your child has already been accepted into a private school, the transition form is still 

required to be filled in, signed by a parent/carer and returned to school.  

Year 7 placements are determined by secondary schools and Ardeer South will notify you of your child’s 

year 7 placement offer for 2021 on Wednesday August 19, 2020.  

If you have any questions, please contact Adam McMahon at Ardeer South P.S. on 93632768.  

 

 

Friday 29th May & 5th June 2020 

Name Class Award 

Vanessa 
 

Prep A She has made amazing improvement with remembering the alphabet. 
 

Ava  
 

Prep B For being able to write a sentence with capital a capital letter and a full stop. 
Well done Ava! 

Ruthina  
 

1/2A For demonstrating a positive attitude towards all learning tasks. Keep up the 
good work, Ruthina! From Ms Sree 

Pranay  
 

1/2B For his fantastic transition from remote learning and being able to help 
others by remembering his learning from home and sharing to the class! 

Nhu  
 

1/2C For showing persistence in her learning. Keep up the wonderful work. Mrs A 

Nawal  
 

3/4A For reading the highest number of books, totalling the highest number of 
hours on Epic. 

Aslan  
 

3/4B For regularly attending WebEx meetings and actively contributing to class 
discussions, well done! 

Vanessa  
 

3/4C For demonstrating a positive commitment to complete all learning tasks to a 
high standard. Keep up the great work Vanessa!!! 
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Jana  
 

5/6A For completing all learning tasks on time and of high quality. Amazing work! 

Phong  
 

5/6B For creating an amazing Google Street View instructional video. Well done 
on your navigational skills. 

Maya  
 

5/6C For her helpful and honest contributions to our class WebEx and her 
consistent effort in completing all tasks, including specialist activities.  
Great job!  

Jordan  Prep A Speaking to others in our school with confidence.  It’s so great to hear you 
talking to everyone Jordan! 

Shaheer Prep  B For being an active member of the classroom and participating in class 
discussions. Well done Shaheer!  

Jarryd  1/2A 
 
 

For putting an extra effort in presenting his information report on sharks by 
making a Shark Facts Mobile. Awesome work Jarryd! 

Jessica  1/2B For independently completing her writing at a high standard and pushing 
herself to complete extension tasks in the same lesson! Keep up the 
amazing work Jessica  

Benjamin  1/2C For participating and completing all classroom activities. Well Done 
Benjamin ! 

Mason  3/4A For always being prepared for the day prior to his webex class meeting. 
Great effort! 

Arielle  3/4B For being confident during our Webex meetings and sharing her ideas, 
keep up the great work! 

Jamie  3/4C For giving excellent reports on our daily podcast of Squiz Kids during our 
Webex sessions. Well Done Jamie!!! 

Ryan   5/6A For producing high-quality work and creating a fantastic natural disaster 
scene for his inquiry project. Well done! 

Saige  5/6B For your leadership with our remote learning tasks. Your creativity and 
expertise in the use of Google Docs and apps have helped all in our class. 
Well done!!! 

Thomas  
 

5/6C For always seeking feedback about his progress and giving helpful advice 
to others. 

Jamie  3/4 C Art Completing his on-line Visual Arts activities with enthusiasm & Imagination  

Alim  1/2 A &  
Bekim 1/2 B 

Italian Alim - For being a great listener and completing his work on time in class. 
Bekim- For completing all of his Italian work  with GUSTO! (Excitement) 

Jana 5/6 A PE  For your fantastic skill development in soccer 


