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NEWSLETTER 

 

                                     Respect      Responsibility      Effort                

Issue 3, Friday 5th March 2021 

Dear Ardeer South families, 

Hard to believe that we are already at Week 6 of the term and in four more weeks it will be the  

school holidays!   

Department of Education – COVID-19 Operation Guidelines 

The Victorian Government announced an easing of restrictions.  As directed by the Victorian 

Chief Health Officer, from 11.59pm Friday 26th February, face masks are no longer mandatory 

in all indoor spaces in the broader community. Masks are still required in limited indoor 

settings, such as public transport, commercial passenger vehicles and large retail settings. 

  

At schools, this means that face masks are no longer mandatory in all indoor spaces for 

school staff and secondary school students aged 12 or older. 

  

Requirements for the use of masks are outlined below. Visitors and parents must also 

observe this guidance. 

• Face masks are recommended, but not mandatory, for use by staff, students and visitors 

when physical distancing of 1.5 metres cannot be maintained. 

• People aged 12 years and over must always carry a face mask – unless they have a lawful 

exemption. 

• People aged 12 years and over must wear a face mask when on public transport, school 

buses and when in taxis or ride share vehicles – unless they have a lawful exemption. 

• There are a number of lawful excuses for not wearing a face mask, including for staff and 

students who are unable to wear a face mask due to the nature of their disability. This 

includes students or staff who have a medical condition, such as a breathing problem, a 

serious skin condition on the face, or a mental health condition. 

 

This pandemic continues to provide a lot of unpredictability.  As a school, we are continuing to 

adhere to the DET operational guidelines to determine how we navigate the uncertainty.  We 

use Compass to provide our community with as many details as possible, if you are having 

any issues accessing Compass – please call the office on 93632768 for support. 

 

For more information about the coronavirus go to - https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/  

 

 

 

TERM 1 

Important dates –  

8th March – Labour Day Public 
Holiday  

10th March – Preps first 
Wednesday attendance  

12th March – Story in the wall 
5/6A 

15th March – Parliament 
Process incursion 5/6s 

19th March – Story in the wall 
5/6A 

26th March – Story in the wall 
5/6A 

30th March – School Council 
meeting 3.30pm 

1st April – Last day Term 1 – 
Early dismissal  

19th April – Term 2 
commences  

 

Interschool Sports  

5th March – BYE  

12th March – Home game 
against St Theresa’s 

19th March – Home game 
against Sunshine Harvester  

26th March – Away game 
against St Pauls  

  

 

 

mailto:ardeer.south.ps@education.vic.gov.au
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2021 School Captains 

Last week I had the pleasure of listening to many of our Grade 6 students make speeches as to why they would make an excellent 

School Captain.  I must say, the quality of all speeches was amazing and the final decision was so tough that it was decided to 

expand our school captains to for this year.  I want to thank all of those students who prepared and shared their speech. 

Our assembly last week provided the opportunity to present our 2021 School Captains with their badges.  I would like to take this 

opportunity to congratulate our four school captains for 2021 - Phong, Tahlia, Saige and Jana - we know your student leadership 

will be amazing this year. 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

School Council – 2021 

This is also a great opportunity to thank and recognise those who have volunteered their time to serve on School Council in the last 

12 months.  Our thanks go to our retiring members - Natasha Quinney, Kristine Landolac, Adam McMahon and Svetlana 

Bojadzievski. We appreciate the time and effort that you put into supporting the school as a School Council member. I am 

especially grateful to the time and effort provided by Natasha to the President role in 2020.   

I am pleased to announce that the school council parent members for 2021 are Nick Makroglou, Tina Muja, Ha Pham, Michelle 
Simmons and Rita Hiotellis.  On behalf of the Ardeer South Primary School Community, I would like to thank these parents for 
supporting the school and providing their time to move the school forward in to the future. 
I would also like to thank Lucy Caserta, Brock Wilson and Olivia Sinclair-Thomson for volunteering their time to join School Council 
as DET representatives. 
I look forward to working with this group to implement school improvements recommended to us from the School Review 
completed in 2020. 
The first School Council of the elected 2021 representatives will be held on Tuesday 30th March at 3:30pm. 
 
School Attendance - Every Day Counts 
We all want our students to get a great education, and the building blocks for a great education begins with students coming to 
school each and every day. Missing school can have a major impact on a child’s future – a student missing one day a fortnight will 
miss four full weeks by the end of the year. 
There is no safe number of days for missing school – each day a student is absent puts them behind and can affect their 
educational outcomes. 
Coming to school every day is vital, but if for any reason your child must miss school, there are things we can do together to 
ensure they don’t fall behind. If your child must miss school speak with your classroom teacher and find out what work your child 
needs to do to keep up. 
If you are having attendance issues with your child, please let the classroom teacher know or meet with Mrs. Boja, so we can work 
together to get your child to school every day. 
 
Mobile Phones at School 

All students must follow the school policy on mobile phone use and leave their phones at the office when they arrive at school and 

collect them at home time. Students who use mobile phones at school will have them confiscated and parents will be required to 

come to the school to collect them. This is in alignment with the Department of Education state-wide policy.  If you require more 

information, please refer to our school website to read the policy in full. 
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Before and After School Care 

Our Before and After School Care program runs on a daily basis.  This program offers support to those families that require their 

children to be at school early or in to the afternoon when parents are working or need time to shop etc.  Bookings are essential, to 

discuss enrolment details please call 0448 667 747 or visit the website - https://www.schoolsout.net.au/  

Every day I complete Yard Duty from 8:30am – this is when the school gates are open.  It is from this time that our school grounds 

are monitored.  If your child needs to be at school earlier than 8:30am, you will need to enrol your child with SchoolsOUT.   

 

Labour Day – Public Holiday 

Just a reminder that there will be no school on Monday 8th March due to the Labour Day public holiday. 

 

School Values 

Our School values are important to us.  Remember to be Respectful, Be Responsible and always put in Effort.  

 

Stuart Telford 

Principal 

 

Ardeer South Primary School is committed to child safety. We want children to be safe, happy and empowered. 

  

 

 It’s been another busy fortnight of learning here at Ardeer South Primary School. 

In our F-2 grades, all 

students have eagerly begun 

our new Systematic 

Synthetic Phonics literacy 

program. I’ve enjoyed 

watching how engaged our 

students have been with 

their learning and we can 

already see the positive 

impact it is having on their 

reading skills. We are going 

to have some fantastic 

young readers very soon in our school! 

Speaking of reading, I recently updated our website to include a 

‘How You Can Support Your Child at Home’ section. The first 

addition to this space is around our new reading program, with a 

series of videos available to help you best understand what your 

children need from you when reading at home. One of these 

videos is the recorded information session from Ms Rosini about 

the Little Learners Love Literacy program and how it all works at 

Ardeer South Primary School.  

As we know the weather is constantly changing in Melbourne and 

these past two weeks have provided us with some pretty erratic 

conditions, including some seriously frosty mornings. Despite this, 

I’ve noticed many of our students in their shorts, without a 

https://www.schoolsout.net.au/
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jumper! As it continues to get colder, please make sure that children attend school appropriately dressed. It is 

beneficial to draw attention to the importance of this and involve your child in this process each morning, to build 

their independence. If you require any new uniform items, Sandy in the office is always ready to help you out.  

Finally, I’d like to remind you about the importance of contacting your child’s classroom teacher if you have any 

behavioural concerns. As we all know, most students in primary school are still learning how to behave and control 

their actions and emotions. Our work at school is to continue to educate and develop your children to conduct 

themselves as respectful and responsible members of our community. That process takes time and their inevitable 

mistakes often create learning opportunities that we use to make better decisions in the future.  If your child is 

displaying a challenging behaviour or has been impacted by the challenging behaviour of other students, please 

make sure you speak with the appropriate staff member so that we can address it accordingly. It is also important to 

note that it is never appropriate to confront another parent about their child’s behaviour or to behave in an 

aggressive manner outside. We take our responsibility as role models to the children very seriously and we expect all 

in our community to behave in a manner that provides a positive example for our little people to model themselves 

on. 

 

That’s all from me for another fortnight. If you are getting away for the long weekend, please be safe and enjoy your 

time with the family. I know I’m looking forward to spending some quality time with my wife and daughter after 

what has been a very busy few weeks. 

Keep Smiling! 

Brock Wilson 

Assistant Principal   
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Grade 5/6 Speeches – Week 6 – by Mrs ST – Learning Specialist 

This term Grade 5/6 students have been learning about leadership. One of the key 

opportunities for leadership at Ardeer South Primary is School Captain. 

Although I wasn’t here in 2020 I have heard from all our students how inspiring Liana and 

Abhi were. I have some experience of their awesomeness, they interviewed me for my 

job!!  

We take becoming School Captain SO seriously here at ASPS that we put lots of effort into 

preparing. As a result, the final speeches the students gave were amazing. All the 

teachers and students were blown away with the quality. 

This is how we prepared. 

1. We watched examples of great speeches. 

Martin Luther King’s I had a dream speech 

was very inspiring for many students. 

2. We did an online survey of our own 

characters strengths. It helps to have 

ambitious words like “trustworthy” to describe 

yourself.  

3. We made a plan of what we wanted to 

include, thinking about everything we had 

learnt about persuasive writing over previous 

years at school. 

4. We wrote a draft and revised and edited it. 

5. We got feedback from our peers. 

6. We worked with Phil our tech guru on creating Keynote presentations on the iPads 

to enhance our speeches. We learnt that powerful visuals help to engage an 

audience. 

7. We practiced and practiced and practiced, saying our speeches over and over to 

make sure we were confident, clear and loud enough to be heard. 

8. Last of all, we all had a final run through in class to get a last piece of feedback 

from our classes.  

 

Jana, Phong, Saige and Jana are the new School Captains and we are so proud of them.  

 

The persuasive speech journey is not over yet though, we will use everything we learnt 

here to create persuasive speeches for the next round of leadership positions. Stay tuned 

for House Captains, Sustainability Leaders and many more leadership projects that reflect 

the many and diverse passions of our Grade 5/6 students. 

 

Well done Grade 5/6!  
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Ciao tutti! 

We have had lots of fun in Art and Italian! For 

Italian P-2 have begun to learn their Alphabet 

and starting with the letter A. We made 

Alphabet headbands and learnt words in 

Italian starting with the Letter A like albero 

(tree), arcobaleno (rainbow), ananas 

(pineapple) and anatra (duck). In Art, we went 

on nature walks for remote learning, picked 

natural items such as leaves, flowers, petals etc to make up our name and also 

continued with Lunar New Year festivities and made cute fans.  

Grades 3-6 continued with our Commedia dell’arte unit for Italian and learnt the story of 

Arlecchino Biricchino (Cheeky Harlequin), we learnt about his costume and why it had 

different colours and patterns and we decorated our own Arlecchino by either colouring 

in the picture with different colours or by using different materials to make his costume. 

I am proud to say they know all about the different characters in Commedia dell’arte and 

what Commedia dell’arte is. For arts, they had a great time learning all about Anime and 

cartoons and drawing their own favourite anime character and cartoon character. We 

have many talented artists amongst our students. The most popular anime is Pokemon.  

That is all from us, until next time. Keep Smiling! Signorina Ly 
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Foundation News 
What a week our Foundations have had, from counting to 

identifying the letter and sound of the week. 

The Foundations have been practicing writing and counting the 

numbers from 0-5 and making collections using unfix cubes.  

The introduction of the Little Learners Love Literacy program, 

began our journey in identifying the letter and sound of M and S. 

They have met Milo Monkey and Sally Snake.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



8 | P a g e  
 

This week in literacy, we investigated the ‘long a’ sound. We explored and practised writing 

words that include the ‘ay’ and ‘ai’ grapheme.  We have also been learning about writing 

recounts and it has been fantastic to read about all of the exciting things the Grade 

1/2 cohort have been doing on the weekend. 

 

For numeracy, we have explored numbers through skip counting and recognising the patterns 

when we skip count by 2s, 5s, 10s. We have used 0-100 number charts to explore patterns 

when we skip count. In our Inquiry, we have been investigating the different continents and 

discussing our cultural backgrounds.  We look forward to finding out more about where we 

come from. 

The grade 3/4 students have been learning about place value. We have been using the 

unifix blocks and counting and renaming in groups. We were able to discover easier ways to 

count blocks, rather than individually. In the pictures below, we have grouped unifix blocks 

into tens, hundreds and even thousands. We then read the book ‘Sir Cumference and All 

the Kings Tens’ and this reinforced our understanding of the strategies and the place value 

system. 
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The grade 5/6 cohort has been busy working on their Leadership speeches for the 

term. This has been our main focus in our units for both Writing and Inquiry. 

Students have been practicing the art of persuasion and discovering just how 

powerful these persuasive techniques are when presenting in front of an 

audience.  

 

Our Leadership unit is also linked to choosing 

our school leaders this year. We have many 

different leadership roles that have been 

decided by our 5/6’s themselves. Students will 

be busy writing their own speech and 

presenting this to their peers. They will be 

using the art of persuasion to engage their 

audience and convince us why they should be 

a school 

leader. 

 

 

 

In the last week we have had the pleasure of 

listening to many school captain speeches and 

were absolutely blown away by the quality of 

these speeches! Credit to the 5/6’s who were 

very brave to come up and speak to their cohort, 

teachers and principals! We cannot wait to 

announce new roles and hear many more 

speeches in the following weeks.  
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OUR NEW SCHOOL CAPTAINS 

 

Hi my name is Tahlia Nguyen and I am one of the four school captains. I am a 

10 year old student here at ASPS. I like to read novels, information texts and 

history books and my favourite subject is maths. It’s an honour to be your 

school captain. I’m a responsible and resilient student and can be trusted. If 

you have any problems I will be here for you and I will support you.  

 

Hello, my name is Saige Quinney and I am one of your school captains. It’s 

truly a privilege to be working with the school community and I have lots of 

ideas to improve the school so that it’s a beautiful place to learn in. I will 

always try my best to improve the school and your learning experiences. If you 

have any problems in the yard feel free to come up to me or one of my 

colleagues and we’ll try our best to help you. 

 

Hi my name is Phong Nguyen. This year I have been chosen to be school 

captain. My favourite food is pizza. I like the colour red and I also like to play 

cricket. I am grateful that I had been chosen for this position and I will be 

looking forward to the year as school captain. 

 

Hello my name is Jana Trajkovska and I am one of your four school captains. It 

is a great pleasure to be one of your school captains at Ardeer South. I am an 

approachable person and I am willing to help you with any concerns. I am also 

willing to help you with any work and hope to create clubs and groups to make 

our school an even better place. I believe that I am a responsible person who 

is making sure that not only everyone but everything is treated right. I am 

extremely grateful for this amazing role that I have been given and I hope to 

make a change for the better. 
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Friday 26th February & 5th March 2021  

Name Class Achievement  

Isaac  Prep A For being able to recognise the letter Mm and being able to write it. 
Well done! 

Tony  Prep B For amazing work identifying numbers from 1-5 and showing the 
collections. Well done Tony! 

Ahmed  1/2 A For demonstrating the value of effort. Ahmed made significant 
improvements in his ability to complete learning tasks that required him 
to cut. Well done! 

Lucky  1/2 B For trying his hardest to remember to show his Big 5 during learning 
time, to ask questions when he’s not sure what he is doing and to help 
other students. Very proud of your start to the year Lucky! 

Sahar  1/2 C For always demonstrating the school value of respect in the classroom 
with her peers and classmates. Sahar puts in effort in all tasks and 
completes work to an extremely high standard. Amazing job Sahar! 

Nawal  3/4 A For showing excellence- being committed to go beyond your best, a 
great KeyNote about the text you are reading, well done! 

Retaj  3/4 B For building her stamina whilst working and for tracking Miss Yarni to 
ensure that she is following instructions. Awesome job Retaj!  

Bekim  3/4 C For using the 5 W’s and H to assist him when summarising, keep up 
the great work! 

Daniel  5/6 A For being a kind, respectful and friendly student. Keep up the good 
work! 

Katrina  5/6 B For giving a very interesting and informative presentation about 
herself to the class using Keynote. Well done. 

Obed ‘Ice-cube’  5/6 C For writing such an inspiring piece on Martin Luther King filled with 
connection and depth. Well done! 

3/4A Italian For being respectful and eager learners during Italian sessions. Well 
Done! 

5/6B The Arts For being on task and showing how creative they can be. Awesome 
work! 

5/6B Lincoln  Tutoring For engaging with a short story on Huskies with Ms Cronin and reading 
for twenty minutes. 

Manegbe Prep A For being able to create a pattern using 3 different colours and 
continuing it. Well done Manegbe! 

Ofa Prep B For being able to correctly form the letter S ! So proud of you not giving 
up. Well done Ofa 

Scarlett 1/2 A For demonstrating the value of effort. Scarlett is developing her 
confidence to share her ideas. It was great to see her contribute her 
understanding of words with the long A sound. 
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Ava 1/2 B For sharing her learning from Thai school on Saturday and being such 
a positive member of the classroom. 

Souleymane 1/2 C For always contributing to class discussion and displaying the school 
value of respect. It is amazing to see such a positive attitude towards 
his learning. Amazing job Souleymane! 

Aiden 3/4 A For EXCELLENCE. A well written persuasive argument with a strong 
example, considering your audience. Well done! 

Roble 3/4 B For showing great improvement in his ability to get ready to learn. He 
has been really focused during lesson times, keep up the great work! 

Fiona 3/4 C For displaying excellent reasoning and understanding during our daily 
number talks, and being persistent throughout, well done! 

Tyler 5/6 A For using Clips to make an entertaining news report and for working 
hard in Maths. Fantastic effort! 

Hussna 5/6 B For being a very enthusiastic participant in class life.  

Jana 5/6 C For consistently following our school values of respect, responsibility 
and effort by helping her fellow classmates in their speech-writing. Your 
speech was also excellent. Congratulations for becoming this year's 
school captain. 

Arham 5/6B Italian For knowing his Commedia Dell’Arte characters and being able to say 
their names in Italian. Fantastico! 

3/4A The Arts For being respectful learners during our Art sessions! Well done class 
of 3/4A! 

Teina  5/6C Tutoring For working really well with his sounds to build words. 
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