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NEWSLETTER 

 

                                     Respect      Responsibility      Effort                

Issue 1, Friday 5th February 2021 

Dear Ardeer South families, 

 

A very warm welcome back, and first time welcome, to current and new Ardeer South 

Primary School community members! I hope you had a wonderful break from school and 

were able to spend quality time with your family and friends, relax and recharge! You don’t 

need me to tell you 2020 was a huge challenge for everyone, and whilst COVID still looms 

large, we all hope and pray for a year free of lockdowns, no remote learning and one vaguely 

reflecting the pre-2020 normal. 

 

This is a full newsletter with lots of news to start the year. There are a lot of great reminders 

for families – so grab a cuppa and take some time to read over our school news. 

 

Please note that school newsletters are published fortnightly (even school weeks). 

 
COVID RESTRICTIONS AND DET OPERATIONAL GUIDELINES  
 

As we return to school, it is extremely important to note that, the local arrangements that 

were in place at the end of 2020 continue to be in operation.  

 

We continue to need to adapt, modify or defer higher-risk activities. Physical distancing 

should be encouraged where possible and density limits implemented in office spaces and 

areas generally accessed by the public, such as reception. This density limit of 1 person per 

2 square metres is to be applied to any spaces and activities being attended by parent/carers 

and other visitors.  

 

Based on this advice, at this stage, school assemblies will NOT be open for parents to attend 

as we cannot adhere to the density requirements in the John Evans Room. This information 

and arrangement will be reviewed based on any changes to the DETs Operational 

Guidelines. Parents wishing to visit the school office, or seek an interview or conversation will 

need to call ahead or email and book an appointment time. At this stage, as much as we love 

parent helpers, there is no provision for this involvement until the guidelines are relaxed 

further. We ask that parents do not enter the school buildings unless approval has been 

given. 

 

For more information about the corona virus go to - https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/  

 

 

TERM 1 

Important dates –  

No Foundation students 
required at school  

5th 12th 19th 26th Feb 2021 

 

School Council meeting  

16th Feb 2021 

 

Interschool Sports  

Feb 12th – Our Lady’s       
Away game  

Feb 19th – Albion              
Home game  

Feb 26th – Sunshine Heights 
Away game  

 

 

                   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:ardeer.south.ps@education.vic.gov.au
http://www.ardeersthps.vic.edu.au/
https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/
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2021 Preps 

It has been a great joy to see our new Prep students begin their education at 

Ardeer South Primary School.  It has been a most successful start to the year 

and they have transitioned into school life with a smile on their face.  Mr 

Cavallaro and Mrs Awada have been so impressed with the way the students 

have adjusted.   I have included a ‘10 tip sheet’ that supports children in 

starting at school and establishing good routines.   

On a personal level, I got into the routine of asking my own children the same 

three questions every day after school, they were –  

1. Tell me something new that you learnt today? 

2. What’s something that made you laugh? 

3. What are you looking forward to tomorrow? 

By asking the same three questions each day, my girls knew that the 

questions were coming and ended up preparing their answers.  I certainly 

found this a more rewarding conversation than asking “How was school?” and being answered “Good”. 

School Assembly 

There will be an assembly every Friday afternoon @ 2:30pm.  Our first assembly for this year will be held on Friday 12th February, 

however, due to COVID-19 restrictions, parents will not be able to attend until further notice.  We will run a Facebook Live on our 

Private Group so that parents do not miss out. 

 

Curriculum Days for 2021 

Towards the end of last year, School Council endorsed Curriculum Days for 2021.  

Our first Curriculum Day for 2021 is Friday 5th February.  This day will see our staff with our 21st Century Learning Consultant – 

Phill Cristofaro planning our inquiry topics for Term 1 as well as immersing ourselves in high quality and effective iPad use in 

classrooms.  This is a pupil free day – so children do not come to school. 

 

I can confirm that the additional Curriculum Day dates for 2021 are – 

Term 2 – Friday 30th April 2021 

Term 3 – Friday 23rd July 2021 

Term 4 – Monday 1st November 2021 (Day before Melbourne Cup) 

Please note these dates in your diaries. 

 

Staffing for 2021 

This year has seen four new classroom teachers join our staff.  We have welcomed Olivia Sinclair-Thomson, David Tran, Elise 

Szacsuri and Yarni Rengger-Thorpe.  It has been lovely hearing them speak so kindly about the staff and students of Ardeer 

South.  Thank you to our community for making them feel so welcomed.  Please check out what they’ve got to say in our 

newsletter this week as they introduce themselves to the community. 

 

Before and After School Care 

Our Before and After School Care Program run by SchoolsOUT continues to operate every morning (from 6:30am) and every 

afternoon (til 6:30pm).  Bookings for this program are essential.  If you are wanting to enrol your child into this program; please call 

0448667747 for more details - or use their website to create a booking - www.schoolsout.net.au  

It is great to see such a structured and caring program in our school.  Students attending love it! Parent feedback has been 

amazing. 

 

Supervision of Pupils Before / After School 

The school grounds are supervised by teachers between 8:30am and 8.45 and children may be left by parents from 8.30am 

onwards when the gates are opened.  Students are supervised at 3:15pm to 3:30pm after school. Please be prompt in collecting 

your child following the dismissal of school. If you are unable to work within these allocated times, please use the Before and After 

School Care Program as mentioned above. 

 

 

http://www.schoolsout.net.au/
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Timetable 

A reminder to all families that our school daily schedule looks like this --- 

8:30am – 8:45am Staff on Yard Duty 

8:45am – 9:45am Session 1 

9:45am – 10:45am Session 2 

10:45am - 11:15am Recess  
Staff on Yard Duty 

11:15am – 12:15pm Session 3 

12:15pm – 1:15pm Session 4 

1:15pm – 1:25pm Student Eating Time - Lunch 

1:25pm – 2:15pm Lunch Recess 
Staff on Yard Duty 

2:15pm – 3:15pm Session 5 

3:15pm – 3:30pm Staff on Yard Duty 
I cannot stress the importance of students being on time for school every day, as well as attending every day.  We know the impact 

that education has on children and their future lives.  So let’s continue to work together to ensure daily routines allow students to be 

present each and every school day.  All students are expected to come to school every day that the school is open to students. 

Students should arrive at each class ON TIME and ready to learn. Parents need to assist their child to be punctual so as to create 

the very best opportunities for their child to learn and not miss vital instruction time which commences at 8:45am.  

 

Please note; that if your child is unwell they must stay home, simply call the school and let us know they are sick – this is an 

essential COVID-19 regulation. If students can’t come to school, parents must provide an explanation for their child’s absence to 

the office on the day of the absence. 

 

Scooters and bikes 

Scooters and bikes are a great way for kids to travel to school.  We ask that parents teach their child about road and bike safety 

before they ride to school. Did you know that……. 

• You can only ride on a footpath if you are under the age of 12 or an adult (18 

years or older) supervising a child under 12 

• When riding on a footpath, you must keep to the 

left and give way to pedestrians. 

 

 A reminder to parents and children that school 

policy and Victorian Law requires all children who 

wish to ride a bicycle to and from school, must 

wear a safety helmet approved by the Australian Safety Association.  
Each day our bikes are locked in a secure location (see picture). 

 

Cars and Safety Reminder 

Parents are not permitted to drive vehicles into the school car parks when bringing 

their children to or collecting them from school. It is extremely dangerous as it creates 

a traffic hazard as well as places students in ‘out of bounds’ areas. 

Parents are also required not to park on the school crossings. It is a parking 

infringement and as such, offenders may be fined by police or Brimbank Council law 

enforcement if observed.  

Please ask that your children cross the roads at the designated school crossing 

points. Parents using the drop-off/pick up zones on Nina Street should stop their cars and allow their 

children to exit or get into the car, then drive off. Please do not park across the crossing as this is a 

dangerous and illegal practice. 

Please recognise that Nina Street is a One-way street during school times. 

Please also note, the parking restriction in this area is 2 minutes – enough time for children to enter and exit 

the vehicle safely. 
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I want to also highlight that the street speed limit is 40km/h around the school.  Please make sure that you obey this restriction and 

drive safely around the school.  Children can be highly unpredictable at times, by travelling at this speed it will allow for better 

reaction times as a driver if a child was to run on the road. 

 

School Policies 

This is a good opportunity to highlight to new families (and existing families) that when we conducted our school review last year, 

we updated all school policies and placed many of them on our school website. If you are unsure about the school’s processes, 

looking at our policies may be a good starting point. Policies can be located at - 

https://www.ardeersthps.vic.edu.au/page/226/Policies  

 

Student Accident Insurance 

The Department of Education (DET) does not provide personal accident insurance for students. Parents and guardians are 

responsible for paying the cost of medical treatment for injured students, including any transport costs. These costs may be 

recoverable where an injury is caused by the negligence (carelessness) of the Department, a school council or their employees or 

volunteers. 

Student accident insurance policies are available from some commercial insurers. These cover a range of medical expenses not 

covered by Medicare or private health insurance. The Department cannot advise parents/guardians on whether to purchase a 

student accident policy or which policy to purchase. It is recommended that they seek assistance in this matter with their insurance 

broker or find a suitable personal accident insurer. 

Reasonable low-cost accident insurance policies are available from commercial insurers. 

Details about ambulance cover can also be located at - https://www.ambulance.vic.gov.au/membership/  

 

SUNSMART POLICY AND DAYS OF EXTREME HEAT 

Children in years Prep – 6 must be wearing an approved school hat this term.  If your child 

does not have a school hat, please purchase one from the office. 

On days when the temperature reaches 35 degrees or above a “Sweat Day” inclement 

timetable will be implemented. This means that the children will play in their classrooms 

during recess. Some discretion will occur prevailing weather condition (e.g. hot north wind) 

regarding the temperature which activates the ‘Sweat Day’ timetable will affect and time 

spent inside particularly with the younger children. 

As all classrooms are air-conditioned there is no need for children to have their educational program interrupted by removal from 

school on extremely hot days. 

 

School Council 

The next School Council meeting is Tuesday 16th February @ 3:45pm in our Staff Room. 

 

Facebook 

All parents are encouraged to join our closed ‘Ardeer South Primary School Community’ Facebook group.  This is a valuable 

source of information and communication about events at the school, the community and asking of questions.   

 

 

  

 

 

We also have an open Ardeer South Primary School – Page 

  

 

 

https://www.ardeersthps.vic.edu.au/page/226/Policies
https://www.ambulance.vic.gov.au/membership/
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STUDENT WELLBEING/WELFARE 

Mrs Boja will co-ordinate this very important student welfare role throughout the year. Should parents have any concerns about 

issues related to their child it is important that they alert their classroom teacher or Mrs Boja. 

 

Annual privacy reminder 

As set by the DET - Our school collects, uses, discloses and stores student and parent personal information for standard school 

functions or where permitted by law, as stated in the Schools’ Privacy Policy - 

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/schoolsprivacypolicy.aspx  

For more information about privacy, refer to: Schools’ Privacy Policy — information for parents. This information is also available in 

nine community languages: Amharic / Arabic / Dari / Mandarin / Somali / Sudanese / Turkish / Urdu / Vietnamese. 

 

School Works 

Over the School Holidays we continued to develop the school facilities and maintain our focus on 

school safety. 

We audited many of our electrical items in the school and made connectivity to classroom 

TVs/AppleTVs a lot more user friendly for staff and students.  Whilst it’s difficult to see many of 

these simple electrical upgrades, it’s great to know that many of our electrical facilities have been 

assessed and managed. 

The biggest noticeable change was the laying of the rubber surfaces.  The race track has already 

proven to be highly popular.  The larger rubber surface will have a range of line marking added to it 

which will be designed through student 

voice when our student leaders have 

been elected. 

Sadly, one of the large gum trees at the 

front of the school was recognised as a 

potential safety risk when we complete of tree audit.  As a result, it was 

decided that it needed to be removed. 

 

Time Capsule Garden 

At the end of 2020 we concluded the year by creating a Time Capsule Garden with all children placing a COVID-19 memory into 

the garden.  The design and development of the garden was driven by our student leaders and it was great to see their 

enthusiastic approach to developing it. 

Over the break, we managed to keep most of the plants alive.  I want to thank Natasha 

Quinney who was able to keep the garden watered – thank you. 

Some of the plants in the animal pots have died off.  Do we have any ‘green thumbs’ who 

would like to help me out to get some plants growing in these pots?  If you are interested – 

please let me know. 

The photo I have included shows 3 magpies sitting on the birdbath.  It’s great to see how 

many birds are accessing the birdbath on a daily basis when I look outside my window. 

 

School Values 

Our School values are important to us.  Remember to show Respect, Be Responsible and always put in Effort.  

 

The dedicated staff at Ardeer South look forward to celebrating the success of your child’s learning with you and your child.  

Looking forward to an amazing year of learning and student growth in 2021! 

 

Stuart Telford 

Principal 

 

Ardeer South Primary School is committed to child safety. We want 

children to be safe, happy and empowered. 

  

 

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/schoolsprivacypolicy.aspx
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What a great start to the year that we have had here at Ardeer South Primary! 

For our new families joining us in 2021, my name is Brock Wilson and I am the Assistant 

Principal at Ardeer South Primary School. Though my job has many different parts to it, my 

main focus is leading the curriculum that is taught within the school. In each newsletter, I will 

update you on what is happening across the school in the curriculum space and perhaps 

highlight a few students who have caught my eye.   

Given all the craziness of 2020, we were a little unsure as 

to how the students would be able to adjust to 

something that we are hoping continues to resemble a 

‘normal’ school year. These worries were completely unfounded as our students 

have continued to show us their amazing resilience and enthusiasm for learning. 

Perhaps the most impressive students have been our Preps. Due to the 

pandemic, many of these little champions have begun school with very little 

kindergarten behind them to help them prepare. You definitely wouldn’t know 

that from walking in their classroom! Every time I have, I’ve seen happy, focused 

and hard-working students who are already showing our school values each and 

every day. 

Speaking of Preps, we will be holding assessment days for students each 

Wednesday, with the last one taking place on the third of March. Prep students do not attend school on these days – 

unless they have been booked in for their assessments. If you are unsure when your child is due to be assessed, 

please talk to your child’s classroom teacher. These assessments will be of particular importance this year as COVID-

19 limited our usual transition process. This time will give us all the information we need about your child’s academic 

needs so we can set meaningful individual goals for them to achieve in the classroom. We value differentiated 

learning at Ardeer South Primary and this will allow us to ensure that all children have access to learning that 

engages and challenges them appropriately so that they can meet their full potential. 

Whether we are talking about students or 

teachers, the learning never stops at Ardeer South 

Primary School. In Term One, our staff will be 

working hard to learn a new way of teaching 

reading as aligned with ‘The Science of Reading’ 

research. During this term, all of our teachers from 

Prep to Grade 1/2 will be engaging in important 

learning about this evidence-based approach that has 

been proven to develop students into outstanding 

readers. To support their development, these teachers will be completing professional development on what we call 

‘Systematic Synthetic Phonics’ through the Little Learners Love Literacy program. You will be hearing more about this 

in future weeks, as this reading material becomes prominent in the early years at our school. To support their 

development as reading teachers, all of these teachers will also be joining our intervention teachers and myself to 

complete a short course on the Science of Reading at La Trobe University. I’m so proud to work alongside staff who 

are committed to being the absolute best teachers that they can be and I am excited to see the positive outcomes 

this will produce for all students in our school. 

That’s all from me for the first newsletter of 2021. If I haven’t had a chance to chat to you outside yet, come up and 

introduce yourself! I love meeting members of our community and I’ve been enjoying getting to know all of the new 

faces out there this year. 

Keep Smiling, 

Brock Wilson 

Assistant Principal    
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What a wonderful start to the 2021 school year by all of our students. It is super exciting to see all the smiling faces 

and eagerness to learn each and every day as the students arrive. 

This week the students across the school have been taking part in the Ardeer South Super Sunny Start Program. The 

program aims to create a consistent approach across the school, opportunities to build a classroom community and 

to create a consistent approach across the school. Please speak to your children about their learnings each day. 

There is some amazing learning taking place in our classrooms. 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Svetlana Boja 
Leading Teacher 
Student Wellbeing 
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My name is Miss Yarni, this is my fifth year 

teaching and my third school. I love working in 

small schools because it means that I get the 

chance to know all the students. I’m really 

looking forward to having the opportunity to 

meet all of you and immerse myself into 

Ardeer South’s community. 

Hello Ardeer South Primary School community.  

My name is Elise Szacsuri and I am so excited to be teaching 

Grade 1/2 C this year. I am looking forward to beginning my 

teaching journey at Ardeer South Primary School and to 

meet this amazing community. 

Some things about me are that I love to dance, travel, play 

netball, read and spend time at the beach. I have been 

dancing since I was in Primary School and have done tap, 

jazz, ballet, contemporary and acrobatics. When I’m not 

dancing I am always at the beach swimming and spending time with my family and 

friends. I have been to lots of amazing places and have been to beaches in Europe, 

Thailand, America, Bali and Fiji. I also love to read, I remember opening my first 

Roald Dahl and being so inspired to continue reading and writing my own stories.  

This year I am so excited to immerse myself into the Ardeer South community and 

you can find me in my forest themed 1/2 classroom. I am so passionate about 

learning and I am so excited to learn alongside my class. I am so eager and inspired 

to watch my students grow and flourish and will be there to support them every 

step of the way. I look forward to meeting the members and parents of the school 

community. 
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Hello Ardeer South Primary Community!  

My name is Olivia Sinclair-Thomson (the students will me call 

me Miss ST) and I am excited to be joining your fantastic school 

in 2021 as a Grade 5/6 teacher.  

I currently live in the Macedon Ranges and have been teaching 

there for the past 6 years. However, I haven’t always called 

Australia home. I grew up in New Zealand and moved here in 

the year 2000 on Australia Day, so this is my 21st year in this 

great city.  

I have two boys who are both in high school and a cheeky cat called June. They keep me 

busy! In my spare time I love reading, seeing live music and catching up with my friends. I 

also love sport. I’m a long-suffering fan of the Bombers and of course the All Blacks.  

I’m looking forward to getting to know everyone and sharing an exciting and productive 

2021 with you.  

Olivia (Miss ST)  

Hello Ardeer South Primary School, 

My name is David Tran, the 1/2A classroom teacher for 2021. 

This is my fourth year as a teacher, but my first at Ardeer South 

Primary School. I am extremely honoured to continue my teaching 

career and learn from and with the school's excellent staff and 

students. 

A few facts about me: I come from a Vietnamese family with three 

younger siblings. I enjoy being active and playing and trying all 

different sports during my spare time- though my favourite sports would have to be AFL 

and Rugby. I have also travelled to every continent except Africa and Antarctica. 

I endeavour to facilitate a safe and positive learning environment that allows all students to 

achieve their personal best, both social, emotionally and academically. I am a firm believer in 

the value of establishing and maintaining a caring and supportive relationship with students 

and their families and look forward to continuing this at Ardeer South Primary School. I am 

eager to support and guide all students' learning journey at Ardeer South Primary School to 

achieve their personal best and prepare our students for the future. I look forward to 

meeting you all! 
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Ciao tutti! (Hi Everyone!) 

What a great start to the year! Students have been busy enjoying their 
Italian and Visual Art classes! Our Foundation class only had Art so 
far and we drew pictures of our families as part of their Wellbeing 

and Social Emotional lesson. They were very eager to tell us who was in their families. Grades 
1-6 are currently integrating subjects for both Italian AND Art and have been learning about 
Carnevale and Lunar New Year which occur around the same time. Talk about being 
Multicultural! We learnt that Carnevale is Carnival in Italian and learnt all about the beautiful 
traditional costumes and masks that Italian people wear as part of the festival. We looked at 
YouTube videos of Venezia (Venice) and how the city is famous 
for Venetian Masks, canals and gondolas. In Italian classes, they 
have been busy designing their own papier mache masks which 
they will make in Arts classes in the coming weeks. Students 
have also learnt about Lunar New Year and what we do as 
part of our tradition. To celebrate Lunar New Year, students in 
1/2 have designed their own little Asian gift boxes and lucky 
money envelopes in Art while 3/6’s learnt about Caricatures and 
created their own funny face portraits with cartoon bodies by using their iPad to take a snapshot 
of themselves 
and editing 
them or by 
drawing 
themselves by 
free hand.  
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Tutoring Initiative 2021 

If you are looking for Ms Cronin in 2021, you won't find her in the Art 

Studio. You won't find her in 3/4A in the Junior Building. You will, however, 

find her in the Senior Building, behind a small, grey door, bordered by 

flowers. If you open the door, you will find more flowers, and Ms Cronin. 

This year, Ms Cronin will be working with many students, across the school, 

to deliver the Tutoring Programme. This programme is initiated by the 

Department of Education, to support students who found Remote Learning 

a challenge, or not challenging enough, in 2020. 

So far, Ms Cronin has had many visitors to her new space, and she is 

enjoying working with many familiar faces across the school.  

Hey Everyone! 

The past week and a bit has been so much fun in the Foundation rooms. The 

foundation students have settled in very well and making new friends.  

We have also been super busy learning new things as well as the routine we have to 

follow. Overall it has been a great 

first few days at school :) 
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The 1/2 Team have made a great start to the year. During the first week of 

school, we developed our class expectations and learned about the Zones of 

Regulation through the “Sunny Start” Program. We have participated in team-

building activities such as building towers and hula hoop games. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

3/4s 

It has been an exciting start to the year. We have been working hard to get to know each other and 

students have been working through the Super Sunny Start-up program. Through the program, we have 

been focusing on student wellbeing, classroom rules and setting up routines and expectations for the 

year. We are excited for the year ahead and look forward to an exciting term.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3/4A- Adam McMahon (Team Leader), Steven Christoforou 3/4C, Yarni Rengger-Thorpe 3/4B 
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Grade 5/6 News 

 

Wow! What an impressive start our 5/6 students have made! They have each 

shown great responsibility in settling into their new classroom environments 

and are clearly ready to take on the challenge 

of being leaders of our school for 2021.  

 

Each class has been enjoying the Super Sunny 

Start program, showing enthusiasm for the 

activities and ensuring a positive start to the 

new school year. We can’t wait to send our 

Pledge Booklets home in the coming weeks. 
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Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund applications 

 
The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund helps eligible families to cover the costs of school trips, camps and sporting 
activities. 
 
If you have a valid means-tested concession card, such as a Veterans Affairs Gold Card, Centrelink Health Care Card 
or Pensioner Concession Card, or are a temporary foster parent, you may be eligible. There is also a special 
consideration category for asylum seeker and refugee families. 
 
Payment amounts this year are $125 for eligible primary school students. Payments are made directly to the school 
to use towards expenses relating to camps, excursions and sporting activities for the benefit of your child. 
 
If you applied for CSEF through our school last year, you do not need to complete an application form this year, 
unless there has been a change in your family circumstances. 
 
If you would like to apply for the first time, please contact the school office on 9363 2768 and ask for an application 
form.  
 
You can also download the form, and find out more about the program and eligibility, on the Department of 
Education and Training’s Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund web page. 
 
Check with the school office if you are unsure, and please return completed forms to the school office as soon as 
possible. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/Pages/csef.aspx#link22
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