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NEWSLETTER 

 

                                     Respect      Responsibility      Effort                

Issue 14, Friday 3rd Sept 2021 

Dear Families, 
The amount of resilience I have seen demonstrated by parents and students in the past few weeks 
has been remarkable. Due to the ongoing level of community transmission of Covid 19 the Victorian 
Government has announced that current restrictions will be extended. This means that remote and 
flexible learning will continue until the end of Term 3. Although this is a setback, I wanted to turn the 
spotlight onto the incredible learning opportunities that our teachers have taught during the week 
and have planned for the upcoming week.  
  

Parent Feedback - Remote Learning - I have spoken to a number of parents feeling anxious, 
stressed and overwhelmed. I am grateful for the parents that have attended informal WebEx 
meetings and provided feedback in the past few weeks regarding home learning. The staff meet 
regularly and this week we have brainstormed some exciting concepts for home learning moving 
into the last two weeks of term. We will have a Wellbeing - Spring whole school theme next week. 
Keep an eye of Compass and Showbie for some exciting ideas for keeping students engaged. There 
will be more opportunities for learning to be done away from screens.   
  

Staffing - Mrs Sylvana Awada has been appointed to a teaching position at Roxburgh Park Primary 
School beginning in Term 4. This is a sad announcement to the students who have had Ms A. It is 
also sad for the staff and parent community that have enjoyed working with Sylvana, she brings an 
energy and enthusiasm to her role which we will all miss. I wish Sylvana well at her new school, they 
are lucky to have her. Sylvana will make every effort to come and say goodbye face to face once 
the lockdowns end. I plan to organise a goodbye WebEx meeting for the students and parents of 
Prep B in the last week of school, any other parents or students who wish to say goodbye will also 
be welcome to attend.  
  

Paralympics - Disability - Inclusion Theme 

This week we have focussed on teaching our students about disabilities and inclusion. Young 
children are often curious about different types of disabilities. Educating students about disabilities 
is extremely beneficial not only to them individually but also to those with disabilities. Our Auslan 
(Australian sign language) choir has been formed and some of the students have been practising 
all week to sing the National Anthem using the language that is used to communicate with the 
Australian Deaf community. I have thoroughly enjoyed our practice sessions online and cannot wait 
for these students to be able to showcase their newly learnt skills at a face to face assembly. It 
would be great to be able to have the whole school signing the national anthem in the future at 
assemblies. 
  

R U OK day!  -  
R U OK? Day, the national day of action that supports the wellbeing of all Australians, will be held 
on Thursday 9 September. 
We have planned a range of lessons through the week that will support student and parent 
wellbeing. We encourage you all to check in on those around you and have wellbeing conversations. 
Supporting the mental health and wellbeing of students remains a priority on all days of this year, 
especially during remote learning.  
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Respectful Relationships - Social Emotional Learning  
Our Social and Emotional learning for next week will look at aspects from the curriculum that prompt 
students to reflect on emotions and focus on their wellbeing. This term students have been 
continuing to explore emotional literacy and have engaged in lessons that identify certain emotions 
and build social skills. This week we looked at differences to fit in with our inclusion theme.  

 
  

End of Term Disco - Friday 17th September we will be running an online dance party. Each year 
level will be taking part in a crazy hair themed dance party. Keep a look out for further information 
from your classroom teacher with times and details. 
  

So in summary, despite not having our students at school we are continuing to focus on teaching 
and learning programs that not only enhance literacy and numeracy skills but build on social and 
emotional learning. Please reach out if I can assist you or your children in any way.  
  

Stay safe, healthy and connected to people who support your wellbeing. 
  

  

Andrea Markham 
Acting Principal  
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The students in Foundation had a wonderful afternoon dressing up as their 

favourite book character to celebrate Book Week. We saw lots of Princesses, 

Batman and many other characters. As challenging as remote learning can 

sometimes be, it was wonderful to see the younger students embrace this 

opportunity to dress up and have some fun! 
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What a fabulous couple of weeks the 1/2 cohort has had.  

We have seen some outstanding work displayed by all students, who have continued to inspire 

and impress us by logging in each day and uploading work to showbie.  

 

1/2s returned to WebEx last week on Wednesday and Thursday night at 6pm to watch the 

live penguin parade, students and families attended with beautiful drawings, popcorn, treats 

and pyjamas. It was a lovely way to relax and chat and spend some time with one another.  

 

The past week has seen students develop some procedure text recipes including one 

explaining how to make a rice paper roll. Students have been reflecting and assessing their 

own work using a bump it up wall and checklist and creating their own goals for writing!  

 

In Maths students have worked to use a range of strategies to solve subtraction problems, 

including counting backwards, using number lines and bridging.  

 

Out Wellbeing lessons have seen a focus on the Paralympics. We've seen some wonderful 

work including letters written to Olympians which has been wonderful to see.  

We are so proud of the 1/2 student’s resilience and patience.  

Mr Tran, Ms Dwyer and Miss Elise  
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To celebrate Book Week, the 3/4 students have been writing and illustrating 
their own picture story books. They all did such a fantastic job. We had 
sharing time on Friday in our class WebEx’s and the students received some 
really positive feedback. Here are some snippets of work from some 3/4 
students. It was particularly impressive to see how they used the images to 
support their story. All that narrative writing work we did earlier in the year, 
really paid off! 

              
By Hana – 3/4B              By Mimah – 3/4B 

 

                 
By Kaan – 3/4B                By Danny – 3/4B  

 

               
By Vlera – 3/4C              By Jarryd – 3/4C 

 

            
By Angelo – 3/4C          By Henry – 3/4A 
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Our Grade 5/6 students continue to impress with their remote learning efforts. We have seen 

regular WebEx attendance across all three classes, as well as some high-quality work being 

submitted through Showbie. 

As teachers, one of our goals has been to keep students motivated and engaged through the 

use of Showbie Groups. Students were put into small groups so they could collaborate 

together to write a story. They shared their ideas and decided who would write each part of 

the story. The results were amazing as each group negotiated roles and organised themselves 

just like they would in the classroom. Collaboration can be difficult during remote learning, 

but we hope Showbie Groups can change all that! 

The students loved being able to work together on a task and reported feeling much more 

connected to their peers. Many were excited to see their work presented during Assembly 

last week. 
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Friday 27th August & 3rd September 2021 

 
Name Class Achievement  

Ermina Prep A For an amazing effort throughout Remote Learning with uploading work 
to Showbie! Well done! 

Tony Prep B For demonstrating the school value of Effort, when writing down the 
letters he sounds out to spell a word. Great Work !! 

Ahmed 1/2A For demonstrating the school value of effort. Ahmed accurately 
identified nouns and verbs in numerous procedure texts. His 
enthusiasm and desire to learn is infectious. Well done, Ahmed! 

Ava 1/2B For your ongoing enthusiasm and participation throughout this remote 
learning period and popping into our daily WebEx for extra work and 
sessions when she feels like it. Ava helped me to plan our Penguin 
Parade night this week and hopped on ready and keen to learn and 
take part. Ava, you are constantly inspiring me, keep up the amazing 
work! 

Zaroon 1/2C For your incredible effort towards all of your tasks. Seeing all of the 
amazing work you submit puts a big smile on my face and I am so 
proud of how hard working and resilient you are. Keep up the amazing 
work Zaroon! 

Nawal 3/4A For your amazing picture story created on Keynote. It was very 
informative and entertaining, well done!! 

Hana 3/4B For creating a fantastic picture story book! You’ve  done a great job at 
using images to support your text. Well done. 

Anika 3/4C For creating a phenomenal picture story book that was creative and 
engaging, well done! 

Beyonce 5/6A For showing outstanding effort in all her tasks and giving terrific 
responses in Reading. Well done. 

Maiden and 
Athena 

5/6B For showing outstanding leadership in this week's group work. 

LJ 5/6C For participating in all of his WebEx sessions and sending through 
some fantastic reading work. 

Emie Tutoring For thinking critically, and making predictions from inferences, while 
reading our shared text during Tutoring. Well Done, Emine. 

Flynn Prep A For a wonderful effort with remote learning each day! Well done Flynn! 
Keep up your great work! 

Elena Prep B Words can’t describe how proud and happy I am with you ! You are 
gradually achieving little steps in your journey! Keep believing in 
yourself Elena, you are a star ! 
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Scarlett  1/2A For demonstrating the school value of effort. Scarlett has been striving 
to apply her personal best for all tasks. She demonstrated this trait 
during the week when exploring different strategies to subtract. I am 
extremely proud of you, Scar! 

Jordan  1/2B For his ongoing participation in all online learning sessions and always 
uploading high quality work onto Showbie in time for me to give him 
feedback. Congratulations on all your wonderful learning achievements 
this term Jordan, you are amazing. 

Ayub  1/2C For being such an enthusiastic and motivated learner. I am so proud of 
the amazing work you are doing. You have shown a great 
understanding of the bridging strategy in mathematics.  You always put 
a huge smile on my face and I am so impressed with how engaged you 
have been with your learning. 

Enoch  3/4A Getting online and creating an amazing pictogram for the Paralympics. 
Thank you for your hard work. 

Alim  3/4B For all his hard work that he has done during remote learning. Alim has 
produced some fantastic work and he always goes above and beyond. 

Rylan  3/4C For uploading work onto Showbie on a regular basis and regularly 
attending our daily class Webex meetings and small group meetings. 
Keep up the great work! 

Linh  5/6A For showing initiative and effort in helping her group stay organised 
and achieve success in writing. 

Kathy  5/6B For your positivity and attention in small group fractions lessons this 
week. 

Jamie  5/6C For consistently uploading his work daily and contributing in all class 
discussions. Well done! 

Purvika 1/2 A PE For working hard on your catching skills during remote learning. 

Lincoln 5/6B Tutoring For his commitment to logging on to Tutoring sessions, and working 
really hard on his reading and comprehension. You make me proud. 

 


