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NEWSLETTER

PRINCIPAL'S MESSAGE
I am waiting for the dust to settle on this crazy whirlwind we have all
lived through called remote learning. How exciting to have started a
slow return back to onsite learning. It is so lovely to have students
back onsite and learning and interacting with each other face to face.
So much has happened since our last newsletter as you are well
aware if you have been keeping up with the Compass posts. We
continue to soldier on and ensure that the learning continues for our
students no matter what the obstacle. I am looking forward to seeing
you all in person next Wednesday 3rd November when we all return
to school.

CURRICULUM DAY
Monday 1st November is a pre planned curriculum day. Schools were asked to re schedule this
day if possible to a date later in the year. As a staff we decided that it would mean further
disruption to the students. Enjoy a long weekend out and about with your family and friends.
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CYBER SAFETY
SQUID GAME
Inappropriate content online is a real life threat to our children. Young people have access
to a virtually limitless world so parents should be aware of the risks. Teachers have been
made aware of the new trend for our children being the Netflix series Squid Game, and its
associated games.
Please be aware that:
This series is rated MA15+ for mature adults
Cyber safety experts have issued advice to parents that they should be aware of the
high level of violence in the series
If you decide to let your children watch the series, watch it first and talk to your children
about the themes
Make sure your child knows that playing violent games like this at school is NOT OK
under any circumstances.
Allegedly the series depicts extreme violence, gore, strong language and frightening
moments. Students are accessing clips from YouTube, Robolox and other social media
sites. I remind you to be vigilant with monitoring your children and their online activities.
We will remind them at school about safety online and playing inappropriate games in the
playground. Please see the attached
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SCHOOL IPADS
Thank you so much for sending students back to school with their
iPads and chargers. Now that remote learning is over, iPads that
were at school today (Grade 5/6 and 1/2 and onsite supervision
students) will now remain at school. They will need maintenance,
upgrades and reconnection to the servers. Thanks again for your
support during remote learning, the students and the teachers
couldn’t have made it work without you.
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FOUNDATION (PREP) TOURS
We are so excited to be able to welcome prospective prep students and their parents
back onsite to tour our school. If you know of anyone that has yet to enrol please get
them to contact the office to pick up an enrolment form. Further details and dates
can be found at the end of this newsletter.

CURRICULUM MESSAGE
OLIVIA SINCLAIR-THOMSON - LEARNING SPECIALIST / CURRICULUM LEADER
Term 4 is a busy time in schools and it’s particularly busy when students have been in
lock down since the beginning of Term 3. Teachers at ASPS need to assess students'
learning from the semester in all of the main areas of the curriculum.

READING ASSESSMENTS
To assess reading we look at all the areas of reading
development, decoding and sound knowledge, fluency,
vocabulary and comprehension skills. We do this by sitting
with each student and reading an at level text with them.
The text is specifically chosen so it gives us all information
we need to make our assessment. As the student reads the
teacher makes notes about how well the student decodes
unfamiliar words and their fluency, their pace, expression
and phrasing. When the student is finished reading the
teacher asks the student questions about the text to
determine how well they understood what was read.
These reading assessments will be happening across the
school for the next couple of weeks. They provide an
invaluable opportunity for teachers and students to see
student’s progress and determine goals and to provide this
information to parents at report writing time,

RESPECT

RESPONSIBILITY

EFFORT

FOUNDATION NEWS
Students in Foundation have continued to work hard in the
classroom. This week students have focused on retelling a
story with a focus on the characters in the story and the main
idea. Students have been challenged to count forwards and
backwards by 10 and skip counting by 2s during Numeracy
sessions. Outside in the yard, we enjoyed some lovely Spring
weather by having a picnic together.
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GRADE 1/2 NEWS
We had a very exciting week in the 1/2 space. We were so
happy to be back in our classrooms with our friends and
teachers. It was amazing to take part in onsite learning
experiences.
In reading we enjoyed the sunshine and did some buddy
reading outside. We also learnt all about inferencing. We took
part in an awesome ninja warrior challenge and wrote about
our experience. We had so much fun.
In maths we learnt all about the seasons, months of the year
and days of the week. Because it is spring we also enjoyed
some lovely picnics together.
Our students have learnt the importance of being COVID
safe. We have been sanitising, working outside when possible
and social distancing.
We are so happy to be back at school and to share all of the
exciting upcoming learning we will take part in.
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GRADE 3/4 NEWS
The Grade 3/4 students attended school on Tuesday and
Wednesday this week. It was so pleasing to see how well they
settled back into the classroom. The teachers have worked hard
to ensure that we are focusing on the wellbeing of the students.
Together, we have been focusing on identifying our emotions in
and outside of the classroom and how to manage any emotions
that we have. The teachers felt that this was extremely
important given the disruptive semester that the students have
had.
The students continued on with work that we have been doing
in remote learning. They have been working on sentence
structure, punctuation and fractions. It was fantastic to see how
many students applied their knowledge of the subject taught in
remote learning to their learning in the classroom. In remote
learning, the students and their teacher set a punctuation goal
for their writing. It will be so exciting to see students progress
through their goals and make improvements in their writing.
The teachers can see improvements already.
We are a sun smart school and that means
that students are required to wear hats
outside in Term 4. If your child does not
have a hat, please contact the office to
purchase one.
The teachers are looking forward to getting back into a school
routine with the students! We also need to welcome Miss
Brittney to 3/4C. Mr C is on leave as he is soon to become a
father; which is VERY exciting.
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IT WAS A LONG TIME
COMING BUT FINALLY
GRADE 5/6 ARE ALL BACK AT
SCHOOL!!

GRADE 5/6 NEWS
It was a long time coming, but finally Grade 5/6 are all back at school! All
of the teachers have been extremely proud of their class's resilience
during this very difficult time. Despite the obvious issues, students have
been writing poetry, attending virtual excursions AND learning
strategies for solving problems with division and fractions.
In the coming weeks Grade 5/6 students will be settling back into
school life, while at the same time beginning to make plans for the end
of the year. Grade 5 will begin preparing for leadership presentations
(who will be next year's School Captains?) and Grade 6 students will
start writing thank you speeches and preparing for our Graduation
Ceremony.
Remember in Term 4 we need a hat and a drink bottle every day and
we also need masks (available in the office). Some students may also
need deodorant at this time of the year.
Thanks again for all your support and we look to a positive and
productive Term 4.
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STUDENT OF THE
WEEK
29 NOVEMBER 2021 // ISSUE 17

Student
Name
Oliver W

Elena M

Dawite M

Jesse F
Jade H

Class

PREP A

PREP B

Achievement
For working hard in the classroom during the writing
sessions this week. Oliver has put in a lot of effort to
ensure that his picture matches his writing. Well
done Oliver! Keep up the great work.
For all her fantastic effort she has put into all of her
learning and her energetic singing and dancing to the
days of the week and counting to twenty songs.
Elena has seamlessly transitioned from remote
learning to on-site classroom learning. Elena takes
responsibility for her learning by always attending
our Webex meetings and being ready and eager to
learn. You are a superstar Elena!!

1/2 A

For demonstrating ALL the school values. Dawite's
return to school has been a positive one. He has
constantly made positive learning choices in and
outside the classroom. Keep up the great start, Dawite.

1/2 B

For a smooth transition back to school. Jesse had an
amazing day recording his work and bringing back a
fantastic pack of learning. He had such a great
attitude and I am so proud of him.

1/2 C

For being such a kind and positive member of our
classroom. Jade is so friendly to everyone and always
tries her best within all areas of her learning. You are
a superstar and I am so proud of you!
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STUDENT OF THE
WEEK
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Student
Name

Class

Fathima A I

3/4 A

Alim M

3/4 B

Achievement
For writing an interesting story, using her
knowledge of compound sentences and
descriptive language.
FOR BEING A REMOTE LEARNING SUPERSTAR. Alim
worked extremely hard all through remote learning
and should be very proud of himself.

Danny B

3/4 C

For showing respect to his new teacher and his
peers. Also for being brave and participating in his
learning, even when he didn’t feel confident.

Samantha S

5/6 A

For being super helpful and responsible as we have
returned to onsite learning.

5/6 B

For showing resilience and responsibility and making
a great start to being back at school in Term 4.
Welcome back.

Mason T

5/6 C

For writing a great poem during our whole-class
poetry lesson. Mason was also able to use the ARMS
& CUPS writing strategy to improve his writing.
Awesome work!

Dzan S
5/6B

PE

Armani A

For your commitment to PE during remote learning.
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ARDEER SOUTH PRIMARY SCHOOL
FOUNDATION CLASS OF 2022
We are excited to finally be able to organise Foundation
transition sessions and orientation.
Further information for parents will be provided to your child at
their first session.
The Parent Information Session on Friday 3rd December will
allow you to ask as many questions as you like however in the
meantime you can contact the office at any time with general
enquiries.
We look forward to meeting you all at the first session!
Andrea and Svetlana

Transition Dates
Session 1 - for students only
Friday 19th Nov - 9:15- 10:30am
Andrea Markham
Principal

Session 2 - for students only
Friday 26th Nov - 9:15- 10:30am
Session 3 - for students & parents
Friday 3rd Dec - 9:15- 10:30am
Parent Information during this session.
Statewide Orientation Day - for students
Tuesday 7th December
9:15 - 10:30am

Svetlana Boja
Foundation
Team Leader
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Ardeer South
Primary School
Prep Information Sessions and Tours - All welcome!
Thursday 4th November at 9:30am
Thursday 11th November at 9:30am

Personalised school tours!
If you are unable to make either of the above sessions and would
like to discuss our programs or have a tour of our school please
contact me on 9363 2768

Andrea Markham
Principal

Preparing for the Future
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