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Issue 12, Friday 6th August 2021 

Dear Families, 

We have come to the end of Week 4 - I thought this would be our first full week of school for the 
term. I cannot believe that I said “see you tomorrow” to the students as they walked out of the gate 
yesterday afternoon and an hour later we were informed of another lockdown. Congratulations to all 
of our students who have settled back into learning and loved being back with their friends and 
teachers. It is upsetting that now we have to spend another week working at home. 

I am extremely impressed with how the community including staff, parents and students have 
handled an unsteady start to the term. I sincerely hope that we can get back next week and finish 
off the term free from any further covid lockdown interruptions.  

Thank you again to those who have introduced themselves in the yard. There is a strong sense of 
community connection to the school and it is interesting to hear the stories of family connections. I 
have had a chance to get to know the students better and have enjoyed hearing stories about family 
Eid celebrations this week. The children have demonstrated a great deal of cultural respect and I 
enjoy increasing my understanding of family traditions and learning from them.  
 
I want to remind you all of the importance of staying connected. Connections matter. Strong ties 
with family, friends and the community provide us with happiness, security, support and a sense of 
purpose. Being connected to others is important for our mental and physical wellbeing and can be 
a protective factor against anxiety and depression in these very uncertain times. We are a 
community, we are here for you if you need us, we understand the hardships that families are facing 
right now. I have invited you (see invitation) to attend a parent / principal morning coffee on Tuesday, 
a chance for us to connect via webex and for me to get to know more about you.  
 
Keep looking out for yourself - happy healthy parents, make happy healthy children.   
 
Stay in touch and connected,  
 
Andrea. 
 
Some key messages from the Principal: 
 
Managing Illness in Schools 
You will find attached to this newsletter an information sheet from the Victorian State Government 
with some tips on how to manage illness at school. The advice clearly states that if a child is unwell, 
even with the mildest of symptoms, they must stay at home. If a child becomes unwell during the 
day, they must be collected from school as soon as possible. We appreciate the role you play in 
keeping our school community healthy.  
Smile Squad 
 
The new Victorian school dental program will be visiting our school in September. Your children can 
get a dental check up and general treatment free at school. The program is funded by the Victorian 
State Government and Child Dental Benefits Scheme.  
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Each child in the school will have received an envelope containing the information and consent form. 
Please fill in the forms and return to school as soon as possible. Information below. 
 
 
Welcome Maria Lyon 
 
We welcome Mrs Maria Lyon to the role of Italian teacher. Signora Lyon comes to us with years of 
teaching experience, with a passion for Italian language and Visual Arts. Maria has a passion for 
teaching Italian through stories and is the proud author of an Italian storybook for teachers ‘La Nonna 
e gli Occhaili’ We are excited to have Maria on our staff and for her to be teaching our students and 
have no doubt the children will be fully engaged in the language program that Maria will be teaching. 

 

 

Happy Principal’s Day 
  

National Principal’s Day is time when we can reflect and acknowledge the enormous 
contribution that Principals make to the education of children and to the wellbeing of the 
wider community. 
  
We are very lucky to have two very capable leaders at our school this Term, Mrs Markham 
and Mr Wilson. Even though Mrs Markham has only been at our school for a short period of 
time, - she has touched everyone with her positivity and ‘can-do’ approach. Mr Wilson 
continues to inspire students and teachers to be their best and is fantastic support for 
everyone in the school. 
  
From all of us at Ardeer South Primary School, we would like to say thank you. 
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Students in Prep worked with a buddy in year 5/6 to follow instructions to 
create a puppy face. This week the students have been focusing on the 
letters K and X. Lots of work around sounds and blending has taken place 
each day. 
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What a fantastic week in the 1/2-year level! In writing we began our new unit on Procedural text, the 
students took part in a language experience and made fairy bread and tasted fruit. It was great to see what 
students already knew about writing the steps of a procedure  
 
In Mathematics we continued working on chance and data representation. We have been ordering the 
chance words on our probability scale. We discussed different events that are impossible, certain, possible, 
likely, and unlikely. 
 
We also had a fantastic time watching Australia win gold in the Olympics, this was so inspiring to watch 
some amazing athletes and learn about the Olympics. In reading we have continued working on our Little 
Learners Love Literacy work and have been using the iPads in class to complete various Let's Write and 
Let's Spell activities. We are doing such an amazing job with our reading. 
 
We are so excited for all the exciting learning experiences and opportunities we have coming up.   
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In grades 3/4 we have been looking at explanation texts in writing. To help with this we have done a series 

of experiments to help us look at how to explain how or why something occurs. This week we have looked 

at circuits, and what is a conductor and what is an insulator. We used energy sticks that lit up when our 

circuit was complete. It was great to see the children excited when their experiment was successful. We even 

managed to have our circuit work through all 63 students and the teachers. Here are some images of our 

experiences.  
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Talofa  

Malo e lelei 

Xin Chao 

Assalamu Alaikum 

Hello! 

 

Back to School  

So great to have everyone back at school.  
The students did an amazing job during remote learning and we have been blown away 
by their resilience and dedication to learning. The engagement was very impressive, all 
classes had the majority of students completing work and turning up to all the WebEx’s.  
Thanks to all the families for their hard work behind the scenes. We know it’s not easy. 

 

Gardening 
This week we got a load of soil delivered for the garden beds. We had lots of keen and 
helpful students helping to get the job done. We have seedlings that were donated by 
Brimbank Council to plant. We’re looking forward to making greater use of our gardens in 
the future. Kids love dirt!! Hopefully they love the vegetables too. 

 
 

 
 

Coming Up – Excursion to Melbourne Museum 

On the 23rd of August we are travelling by bus to the Melbourne Museum. We will be 
sending home the note.  
 
 



8 | P a g e  
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Friday 30th July & 6th August 2021 

 
Name Class Achievement  

Ermina Prep A For producing amazing handwriting with correct letter formation. Well 
done Ermina! 

Ofa Prep B For his amazing effort sounding out some of the letters in the alphabet. 
Keep it up Ofa! 

Ahmed 1/2A For demonstrating the school value of effort. Ahmed has been making 
efforts to read technical vocabulary such as ‘macronutrient’ and 
‘carbohydrate’. Keep up the great work, Ahmed. 

Lucky 1/2B For his hard work during remote learning and figuring out how to use 
Showbie to directly communicate with me independently to complete 
his learning tasks. Well done Lucky! 

Sam 1/2C For showing the school value of effort during remote learning and 
transitioning back to school. Sam always tries his best and does an 
amazing job in all areas of his learning. We are so proud of you! 

John 3/4A For your persistence when writing your explanation text. Well done on 

your introduction. 👍 

Jake 3/4B For showing drastic improvements in all areas of his learning. You 
should be proud of yourself. Keep up the fantastic work, Jake. 

Hayley 3/4C For having a positive attitude during remote learning and regularly 
uploading her work. Thank you for your hard work and effort! 

Masiame 5/6A For preparing a great presentation about the Olympics and speaking 
confidently in front of the class. 

Maher 5/6B For making a big effort to complete his Olympic Project during remote 
learning and presenting it confidently on returning to school. 

Ryan Le 5/6C For creating an awesome Olympic Keynote presentation on table 
tennis. 

Izac Prep B  PE For participating in all activities in PE this week and having a happy 
and positive attitude. Well done!!! 

Lincoln 5/6B Tutoring For his commitment to WebEx sessions due to remote learning 

Sabowan Prep A For making a huge effort in arriving at school on time each day! Well 
done Sabowan! 

Charlotte Prep B For demonstrating the value of effort in all learning areas. Amazing 
effort. Well done! 

Pranay 1/2A For demonstrating the school value of effort. Scarlett applied her best 
to produce a procedure text including the important steps to make a 
tuna sandwich. Well done, Scarlett! 
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Charlotte 1/2C For showing amazing effort during your writing and maths. You have 
tried your best in all areas of your learning and I am so proud of your 
counting and beautiful writing on the lines. Keep up the brilliant work 
Charlotte! 

Fathima 3/4A For your great note taking and summary of nonfiction texts. Well done! 

Vivian  3/4B For being a respectful and responsible student who always tries her 
hardest. Keep being your amazing self. You’re an asset t o our 
classroom. 

Tayviah 3/4C For his enthusiasm towards our Science unit and using technical 
language to describe his understanding of electrical circuits. I love your 
passion, keep it up! 

Peter 5/6A For outstanding effort in Maths by learning new concepts about 
fractions and sharing his reasoning. 

Sophie 5/6B For being a fantastic helper with moving the soil to the new garden bed. 

Whole of 5/6C 5/6C For working extremely hard and collaborating together on creating 
fantastic non-fiction multimodal text plans. 

Hana 3/4B PE For her excellent technique in high jump 

Obed 5/6C Tutoring For working really well to understand Non Fiction Text layout. 

 
 

 


